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OF 

MAJOR GENERAL I^ 



JL HE family of the Lees is both ancient 
and respectable, many of them having had con- 
nections and intermarriages with the principal fa- 
milies in the~ English nation ; and, from a pedi- 
gree done for Mr. Thomas Lee*, distributor and 
crflector of the stamp-duties for the county and 
city of Chester, North Wales, we learn that the 
General's father was John Lee of Demhall, in the 
'Said county, who was some time a Captain of 
Dragoons, afterwards Lieutenant Colonel of Ge« 
neral Barrel's regiment from 1717 to 1742, at 
which time he was promoted to a regiment of 
Foot. He married Isabella, second daughter of 
Sir Henry Bunbury, of Stanney, in the county 
of Chester, Baronet : by this lady he had three 
sons, Thbmas, Harry, and Charles, the youngest, 
who is the subject of these memoirs. 

From his early youth he was ardent in the pur- / 
suit of knowledge ; and being an officer at eleven 
years of age, may be considered as bom in the 
army : which, though it deprived him of some 
regularity with respect to the mode of his educa- . 
tion, yet his genius led him assiduously to culti^ 
vate the fields of science, and he acquired a compe- 
tent skill in the Greek and Latin ; while his fond- 
ness for travelling gave him also an opportunity of 
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of seven tiundred pounds ; and a mandamus for 
twenty thousand acres in East Florida. 

This is the state of the General's fortune when 
he engaged in the late American contest ; and this 
fortune would have been totally unaffected, though 
the prerogative of taxing America without her 
consent had been established and confirmed : the 
full possession of it was secure, and independent 
of her fate. But these considerations did not in- ' 
fluence his mind : he gave up security for kiaecu- 
rity, certainty for uncertainty j he.thr^w into -the 
lap of America, without any chance of winning ; 
he staked all on the die of her fortunes : if she 
succeeded, he could not be bettered ; if she mis- 
carried, his whole was lost. His rank, as before 
observed, acquired no addition ; but the contrary, 
for a stop was put to its progress in the two other 
services, Uie Polish and the Englirfi. 

The General, who could never stay long in one 
place, during the years 1771, 1773, to the fall of 
1773, had rambled all over Europe : but we can 
collect nothing material relative to the adventures 
of his travels, as his mem'orandum^books only 
mention the names of the towns and cities through 
which he passed. That he was a most rapid and 
very active traveller, is evident : it appears also, 
that he was engaged with an officer in Italy in an 
tiffjflf of honour, by which he lost tlie use of two 
of his fingers ; but having recourse to pistols, the 
Italian Was sl^in, and he immediately obliged to 
.fly for hi$ life. His warmth of temper drew him 
into many rtcounters of this kind ; in all which 
he acquitted himself with singular courage^ 
sprightiiness of imagination^ and great presence 
of mind- 
Much dissatisfied with the appearance of the po- | 
litical horizon at London^ on the 16th of August 
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1773, he embarked on board the packet for New- 
York, where he arrived on the 10th of November 
following, and had a very severe fit of the gout. 
At this period, the controversy between Great Brit- 
ain and her Cokmies began to be serious ; and the 
General concerted a design of taking a part in fa*- 
vour of America^ in case it came to an open rup* 
ture. 

The destruction of the British East India com* 
pany's tea at Boston^ the 16th of December, was 
a prelude to the calamities tliat afterwards ensued* 
At this crisfis. General Lee'3 mind was not inob* 
servant or inactive ; his conversation, his pen, an- 
imated the Colonists to a great degree, and per** 
suaded them to make a persevering resistance* 

During this winter, he visited Philadelphia, 
Williamsburgh, and several other placei^ in Vir- 
ginia and Maryland : and retured to Philadelphia, 
a few months before the first Congress met in that 
city, on the 5th of September. Encouraging and 
observing what was going forward here, he then 
paid a visit to New- York, Rhode Island, and Bos- 
ton, where he arrived on the 1st of August 1774. 
The mq^t active political characters on the Amer- 
ican theatre, now hail^ him, and were happy in 
his^ acquaintance, not a little pleased with his sanr 
guine, lively temper; considering his presence 
among them at this crisis, as a most fortunate and 
propitioujs omen* Genenil Gage had now issued 
his proclamations ; and though Lee was on half- 
pay in the Britbh service, it did not prevent him 
from expressing his sentiments in terms of the 
most pointed severity against the ministry* In 
3hort,.heUazed forth a Whig of the first magni- 
tude, and communicated a portion of his spirit to 
all with whom he conversed. As he continued 
^Favelling, or rather flying from place to place, hub 
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became known to all who distinguished them^ 
selves in this important opposition : his company 
and correspondence were courted, and many oc- 
casional political pieces, the production of his pen, 
were eagerly read, and much admired ; and from 
this jfopularity, there is no reason to doubt but he 
ex|Jected he should soon become the first in mili- 
tary rank on this continent. 

General Gates was settled on a plantation in- 
Berkeley county, Virginia ; and having a great 
friendship for Lee, persuaded himto purchase from 
a Mr. Hite, a very fine valuable tract of land in 
his neighbourhood, of about two thousand seven 
hundred acres, on which were several good im- 
provements. 

On this business, he left his friends in the Nor- 
thern States, and returned to Virginia, where he 
remained till the month of May 1775, when he' 
again presented himself at Philadelphia. The 
American Congress were assembled : and he be- 
came daily a greater enthusiast in the cause or 
Liberty. The battle of Lexington, and some 
other matters, had now ripened die contest ; and 
Lee*s active and enterprising disposition was ready 
for the most arduous purposes. He therefore ac- 
cepted a commission from the Congress, which- 
Vv^as offered to him by some of its principal mem- 
bers ; but he found it necessary previously to re- 
sign that which he held in the British service. 
This he did without delay, in a letter transmitted 
to the ^ight Honourable Lord Viscount Barrings 
ton, his Majesty's Secretary at War ; assuring hia 
Lordship, that although be had renounced his 
half.pay, yet, whenever it should please his Majes- 
ty to call him foi:th to any honorable service agailist 
Ae natural heresjditary enemies of his Qountr}^ or 
in defeace of hii^moi^t just rights and dignity ^n^ 
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miin would obey the righteous suimoons with 
more zeal and alacrity than himself: at the same 
time, the General expressed his disapprobation of 
the present measures, in the most direct terms : 
declaring them to be " so absolutely subversive 
of the rights and liberties of every individual sub- 
ject, so destructive to the whole empire at large, 
and ultimately so ruinous to his Majesty's own 
person, dignity, and family, that he thought him- 
self obliged irr conscience, as a citizen. English- 
man, and a soldier of a free State, to exert his ut- 
most to defeat them*'^ 

Professing these sentiments, he received a Con- 
tinental commission of the rank of Major Gen- 
eral. As he had made war his study from his 
youth, seen a variety of service, and distinguished 
himself for his courage and abilities, one might 
have imagined he would have immediately been 
appointed second in command in the American ar- 
my : this was not the case ; in all countries, kis- 
sing goes by favour ; and men will be tenacious of 
any rank bestowed upon them. General Ward, 
of Massachusetts Bay, by some means or other, 
had received a commission of a prior date ; and 
on this account, perhaps to the injury of the ser- 
vice, he took rank of General Lee, who was at 
present content to act under him. Whatever his 
feelings were on this head, he took care to disguise 
them : and General Ward, on the evacuation of 
Boston^ grew weary of military honour and ser- 
vice, retired to private life, and sent his resigna- 
tion to Congress. 

. On the 21st of June, General Washington and 
General Lee, having received their orders from 
Congress, left Philadelphia, in order to join the 
troops assembled near Boston . They were accom- 
panied out of the city, for some mles, by a troop 



of Hght horse, and by all the officers of the city 
militia, on horseback ; and at this time General 
Lee was accounted, and really was, a great acqui- 
/ sition to the American cause. On the road they 
, . received the news of the affair at Bunker's-hill, 
and arrived at the camp at Cambridge the 2d of 
July 1775. The people of Massachusetts received 
them with every testimony of esteem ; and the 
Congress of that Colony not only presented an 
address to his Excellency General Washington, a^ 
odmmander in chief, but, from a sense of the mill, 
tary abilities of General Lee, presented one to 
him also, couched in terms of the highest respects 
The General remained with this army till the year 
1776, when Greneral Washington, having obtain- 
ed intelligence of the fitting out of a fleet at Bos- 
ton, and of the embarkation of troops from thence, 
which, from the season of the year, and other 
circumstances, he judged must be destined ioc 
a Southern expedition, gave orders to Gene- 
ral Lee, to repair with such volunteers as were 
willing to join him, and could be expeditiously 
raised, to the city of New- York, with a^esign to 
prevent the English from taking possession of 
New- York afW the North-River, as they would 
thereby commartd the country, and the communi- 
cation with Canada. The Greneral, on his arrival, 
began with putting the city in the best posture of 
defence tlie season of the year and circumstances 
w^oul^ admit of; disarming all such persons upoa 
"Long-Island, and else where, whose conduct and 
declarations had rendered them suspected of de- 
signs unfriendly to the views of Congress, Colonel 
Ward was ordered to secure the whole body of 
professed Tories in Long-island. This gave an uni- 
versal alarm, that even the Congress of New -York 
endeavoured to oheck the General in this businessii. 
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lay informing him, in a letter, that the trial and 
punishment of citizens belonged to the Provincial 
Congress, and not to any military character, how- 
ever exalted. To this the General answered/ that 
Tvhen the enemy was at the doors, forms must be 
dispensed with — that his duty to them, to the 
Continental Congress and to his own conscience, 
had dictated the necessity of the measure — that if 
he had done wrong, he would submit himself to 
the shame of being reputed rash and precipitate, 
and undergo the censure of the public ; but he 
should have the consciousness of his own breast, 
that the pure motives of serving the community, 
uncontaminated by picque or resentment to indivi- 
duals, urged bim to tlie step. The General also 
remonstrated against supplying the men of war and 
Governor Tryon with provisions, as the boats 
coming to the city must open the means of their 
receiving every sort of intelligence. " I should," 
says the General in one of his letters, "be in the 
highest degree culpable to God, my conscience, 
and the Continental Congress, in whose service I 
am engaged, should I suffer, at so dangerous a 
crisis, a banditti of professed foes of liberty and 
their country, to remain at liberty to co-operate 
with, and strengthen the ministerial troops openly 
in arms, or covertly, and consequently more dan- 
gercJusly furnish them with intelligence." He 
also drew up a Test, which he ordered his officers 
to offer to those who were reputed inimical to the 
American cause : a refusal to take this, was to be 
Qonstrued as no more or less than an avowal of 
of their hostile intentions ; upon which, their per- 
sons were to be secured, and jjent to Connecticut, 
where it was judged they could not be so dan- 
gerous. Thus the General excited the people to 
,every spirited measure, and intimidated by every 



means the friends to the English government. At 
this time, Captain Vandeput, of the Asia, seized 
a Lieutenant Tiley, and kept him on board his 
ship in irons. On the principles of retaliatioiiy 
Lee took into custody Mr. Stephens, an officer 
of Government ; and informed the Captain whalr 
he had done, and that this gentleman should notf 
be released until Lieut. Tiley was returned. This 
haid the desired effect. His determined and de- 
cisive disposition held an amazing influence both* 
on the army and people ; and the steps he propo-^ 
sed for the management of thosp who disappro- 
ved of the American resistance, struck a terra:" 
wherever he appeared. 

Congress had now received the ftcount of Ge-» 
neral Montgomery's unsuccessful expedittont 
against Quebec. As flattering expectations were; 
entertained of the success of this officer, the eventt 
threw a gloom on American affairs. To reme^: 
this disaster, they turned their eyes to General Lee,' 
and Congress resolved that he should forthwith 
repair to Canada, and take upon him the command*' 
of the army of the United Colonies in that pro-' 
vince. This, though he was just recovered from* 
a fit of the gout, he accepted ; but while prepara- 
tions wef'e making for the important undertaking/ 
Congress changed their determination, and ap^ 
pointed him to the command of the Southern de-i- 
partment ; in which he became very conspicuous, 
4^ a vigilant, brave and active oiBcer. His exten- 
sive correspondence, his address under every dif- 
ficulty, and his unwearied attention to the dudes 
of his station, all evince his great military capa- 
city, and extreme usefulness to the cause he had 
espoused, and was warmly engaged in — Every tes- 
timony of respect was paid him by the people of 
the Northern Colonies, and he experienced a sim- 
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ilar treatment in his journey to the Southward. 
On bfe arrival at WilUamsburgh, every one expres- 
aed their high satisfaction at his presence among 
them ; and the troops c^ that ci^ embraced the 
opportunky <tf presenting him ^Ith an address, 
expressive of their sanguine hopes and firm reso- 
lutions of uniting with him in the common cause. 
This example was fdlowed at Newbem, North* 
Carolina ; and a committee was appointed by the 
inhabitants of that town, to wait upon him m their 
natoe, and, in an address, to thank him for his gen- 
erous and^ manly exertions in defence of Ameri* 
can righte and liberties ; and to ofier him their 
cardial coin»atukti<^s for his appearances among 
^th€in,at a timeiivtien thmr province was actually 
kMided by a powerful fleet and army ; and to ex-* 
press their happiness to ^nd the comnuund of the 
troops destined*^ their {)rotection, placed in the 
haaidA otf'a gentleman of his distinguiriied charac'- 
ter. 

.Gr^gEttoo was'the joy in South Carolina, where 
Ills pr^noe was seasonable and absolutely neces*- 
saiy, ^Slr Henry Clinton was actually prepafing 
fdr an invasion of that province* The minds m 
aH ranks of people were considend^ly elevated at 
thes^ht of him; it diffused an ardour among (he 
notary, attended with the most sdut^ conse- 
qMnces ; tind his dUigence and activity at Charles* 
town,pfevicnis to the attack upon Sullivan's i^nd, 
will tie l(»ig remembered. From a perusal of his 
letters ^d directions to the officers commanding 
at that post, we may justly infer, that Ameiiea 
was under ii& small obtigationi to lam for the sig- 
nal success there obtained — ^Aiid here it may be 
n^imoned, as somewhat remarkable, tluit wheft 
General Lee received orders, at Cambridge, to res 
peer to New- Yorky to watch the motions of thts 
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British, he xnet General Clinton the very day lie 
arrived there ;, when he came to Virginia, he found 
him Iq Hampton Road*— and just after his.arriv^ 
in North Carolina, General Clinton left Cape Fear 
—Their next meeting was at Fort Sullivan, which 
must have made Le« appear to Clinton as his evil 
genius, haunting him for more than eleven hun« 
dred miles, along a coast of vast extent, ^nd me^l- 
i^g him at Phillippi. 

• The affairs of Sullivan's island wa^ a most extra* 
ordinary deliverance ; for, if the English had sue* 
ceeded, it is more than probable the.Southei^ 
Colonies, would at that time have been compelled 
to have submitted to the English goverhma:it« 
Dreadful was the cannonade, but without effect* 
Porto Bello, Boccochico, and the other castle 0t 
Carthagena^ were obliged to strike to Vernop ; 
F<Nrt Lewis in Saint Domingo yielded to the me- 
tal of Adtpiral Knowlesj but in this instance^ an 
unfinished battery, constructed with Palemet^ 
logs, resisted, for a whole day, the twelve and 
ei^teen pounders of the British .fleet, to the.aa* 
tonishment and admiration of every spectator* 

The fleet and army under Sii" Henry Clinton 
and Sii: Peter Parker being repul^. General Lee 
tlien flew to the assistance of Georgia, where he 
continuied for some weeks, planning schemes to 
put that province in a state of defence^ and to 
m^ake an excursion into East Florida, as their Sou*, 
t^em frontiers were suffering considerably by the 
incursions of Indians and odiers jprom that quar- 
ter. 

About this time^ the Congress were informed 
by General Washington, that Clinton, with the 
trpops under his command, had returned, and 
joined General Howe at Staten-island. In conse- 
quence of this mtelligence, the Congress were 



'S7 

cAivinced that the English^ by collecting their 
whole force into a point, were determined to 
make a most vigorous exertion at Nevr-York ; 
and in order to ensure success there, were dispo- 
sed for the present to overlook every other ob- 
ject. The getting possession of that city, and 
the junction of the two armies under General 
Howe and Burgoyne, it was the Congresses opin- 
ion were the grand objects they had in view, and 
for the attainment of which they would give up 
every inferior consideration. Lee's success m * 
the Southern department had increased the good 
opinion tbey had conceived of him : his reputation 
was m its zenith ; and they now applied to him 
for assistance, in the present important situation 
of their afiairs. - An express was di^tched to 

> GeiM^gia, directing him to repair as soon as posri- 
^ - We to FhUadeiphia, there to receive such orders 
as tihcy might judge expedient. He returned witfi 
great expedition, the beginning of October, and 
waited on Congress immmediately on his arrival, 
who,, dfter consuhing him, resolved that he should 
without delay repair to the camp at Haerlem, with 
leave, if he should judge proper, to visit the 
posts in New-Jersey. He arrived at General 

. Washington's army just time enough to prevent 
It from being blockaded in York-island, the 
circums&hce of which hath been thus related. 

. General Washington was at that time under a ne- 

^ cessity of consulting his council of officers, before 
he could take any step of consequence ; and they, 
contrary to his opinion, were for waitingan attack 

•in- their own lines on York-island — -Extensive 
barracks had. been erected, and large preparations 
made for such a step. Sir William Howe, find- 
ing the Americans too strong to be attacked with 
aidfety from the side of New- York, leaving Lore* 
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Piarcy with a body of troops qppostte the rivtr^ 
embarked the rest in his flat boats, passed safidty 
the dangerous passage of Hell-Gate, and landed 
on Frog'3 Neck, an island separated by a small 
creek^ from WesI Chester. Heiie he jreniained a 
week,junder a. pretence of waiting for stores and 
provi^ons ; while the Americans, in consequence 
of their resolution, continued on the island. The 
very evening before General Howe made a move- 
ment, General Lee arrived at General Washing^i. 
ton's camp : Ms opinion of their d^igerous »tua« 
tion convinced the Council of War ; and, that 
night, a precjipitate movement extricated them, 
from the danger. The next morning, Genend 
Howe landed on Pdl's Mamx", a. point separated 
from Frcs^'a Ncid: by a channel id ^arce 200 
yards : he then extended his aimy across to Hud- 
son's river ; but there vi/m theatxo oiemy to ia- . 
tercept. Had he, instead of tailing awaf lus 
time, crammed up on Frog's Neck, landed onfe^ 
pn Pell's p(^t, not a so^ of the American aimy 
would have escaped, HUherto General Lee iim 
been successful, 9md was unive^rsally esteemed ; 
but fortune now began to reverse the scene. On 
the 13th of December 1776, at lixe head of aU 
the men he could collect, he w^ marching to 
join^General Washington, who had assemUed die 
Pennsylvania militia, to secure the banks of the 
Delaware. — ^From tihe distance of the British am- 
tonments, he was betrayed into a &tal ^curity, 
by which, in crossing the upper part of Ncw-Jer- 
sey from Uie North river, he fijced fab quarters, and 
lay carelessly guarded at some distance from the 
main body. This circumstance bdng commu* 
nicated to Colonel Harcomt, who commanded. 
the British light horse, suid had then made a ,de^ 
-'^itpry excursion at the head of a small d?taclu 
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ftient, he conducted his measures jrith such ad- 
dress and activity, that Lee was carried off, though 
several guarded posts and armed patroles lay in 
the way. Great was the joy of the Britbh, and 
equal the consternation of the Americans, at this 
unexpected event. The making of a single offi- 
cer prisoner, in other ctrcumstances would hav^ 
been a matter of little moment ; bat in the pres- 
ent stete of the continental forces, where a general 
deficiency of military ^kill prevailed, and the in- 
experience of the officers was even a greater ^c- 
¥anc6, the loss of a commander, whose spirit of 
enterprise was directed by great knowtedge in his 
]irofession, acquired by actual service, was indeed 
^f &e utmost importance. The Congress, on 
kefffing this news, ordered their Fresident to write 
ta General Washington, desiring him to send a 

,^^fcig to General Howe, for the purpose of enqui« 
ring in what manner General Lee vras treated; 
and if he found that it was not agreeable to his 
rank and character, to send a remonstrance to 
Oenaiil Howe on the subject. This produced 
much inconvenience to both sides, and much ca- 

• lamity to individuals. A cartel had some time 
before been established for the exchange of priso- 
ito^ between the Generals Howe and Waming;^ 
ton, which had hithert<> been carried into execu- 
tion, as far as time and Circumstances would ad- 
mit. As Lee was pahiculirly obnoxious to 
GovCTfiment, it was said that Genferal Howe was 
tied down by his instructions, from parting with 
him upon any terms, if the fortune of war should 
throw him into his power.. GcnendWashington 
not baving^ at thb time any prisoners of equal 
rank with Lee^ prc^oised to exchange six field 
ofieers ftwr him, the number being intei>ded to 
ba^nce that disparity ; or if this was not acee|e 

G a 
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ted, he required that he should be treated 4uitab^ 
to his station^ according to the practice estaUish* 
ed among polished nations, till an opportunity of« 
fered for a direct and- equal exchange* To this 
it was answered, that as Mr. Lee was a.^teserter 
from his Majesty's service, he was n(A to be 
considered as a prisoner of war i that he did tiot 
at all come within the conditions <^ ibt cartel^ 
nor could he receive any of Us benefits, Tii|» 
brought on a fruitless discussion, whetAier Gen« 
erai Lee, who had resigned his half-pa^ at the be* 
ginmng of tte troubles^ could be eonsi^eied ^as a 
deserter ; or whether he could with justice beex* 
eluded from the general benefits of a cartel, ia 
which no particular ei^ception of person had beoi 
made* In the mean time, General Lee was guaor- 
ded with all the strictness whidi a state criaidnfli 
of the first magnitude could have experienced ia^ 
the most dangerous political ccmjecture. This' 
conduct not only suspended the €^ei:atloa of tbe 
cartel, but induced retaliation on the AmencaEn 
side ; and Colonel Campbell, who had hidierto 
been treated with great humanity by the pecqpie 
of Bost(Hi,. was now thrown into, a dungeon* 

Those British officers who were prisoners in 
die Southern Cdoaies, though not trei^ed with 
equal rigour, were, however abridged of their pa- 
role Uba-ly. It was at ^ same time declared,, 
that their future treatm^it should in every, degfee 
be regulated by that wfaieh General Lee expe« 
jrieaced> and that their p^'sons should be answer^ ^ 
able, in the utmost extcjnt^ for any violence ^t 
was dfered to him* Thus matters tK>iiAinued ^ 
the cafpture of the British €urmy under Genei»l 
jBurgoyne at Ssoatoga, October 17th, 1777. A 
<:hang6 of conduct to^Nrds him then took fdace t 
l^e iros ^Jpwed bis parole in New*Yoifc> lodged 
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m ^ same home irsA Lienteoant Colonel Butler 
of the S8th, dined «ith Genenl Rctertaon com* 
ynandant^of the towa^ and with mapy principal 
oSicers and Sumliea, and a short time after was 
exchanged. 

The first aodUtarf scene in which General Lee 
Sfspeared after Us liberation, was the battle of 
Momnoath^ which termioated his career in the 
American army* JEtefcxre this afEur, his character 
in genonl.was %'ery respectable; many of the 
twarmfiieiids toAmerica, highly valued the impor- 
tant sendees he had raidered to the United States* 

From ^ beginning of the contest, he had ex* 
Cited and ^dkitcied. Ite military spirit which per- 
vaded^ oentinent; his conversation raised an 
emulation among the offices, and he taught them 
topay^ a proper attention to the healdi, cloathing 
aond owifortable subsistence of their men : addto 
this, his aeal was imweariedin inculcating the prin<^ 
espies (tf liberty sanong all. ranks of pec^ ; hence 
it is i^aid dial a stroi^ party was formed in Con- 
gress^ and by some discontented officers in the 
asmy» to raise I.«6e to the fnt command ; and it 
hath been Kiggealed by many, that General Lee^s 
conduct at the battle of Meomouth, was intended 
.'to eftet this phm ; for, could the odium of the de- 
feit have been at that time thrcnim on Genend 
WashinfEton. and his atteck; of the British armr 
made to^^^ppear rash and .imprudent, there is great 
jsMson to suppose he xscmld have been cfeprived 
of luss command. . It hath been observed by some 
writes on tins subject, that mbea General Lee 
was taken iHrisiiner, the Amencan army waaon no 
p«r n^thef Royal &»:cesi$ buttkecase wasmuch 

hik reluEn from fats captivity. He 
tiem; improPM^ . i»i daring enou^ to at- 
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resolution. Had not this, been tlic case, and 
neral Lee, when ordered to^attacik the rear of the' 
Royal army, seen his^ men b^ back with disgrace; 
unwilling to rally, and acdag with .fe«rand trepi^ 
dation, his retreat would have been necsessary, Msi 
conduct crowned with applause, »id his purposes^- 
effected ; but, disappointed in this view, theretfeait^ 
hath been im[Hited to himself, as he could i»ot ai- 
ledge the want of sprit in hb troops for the juatt^*. 
fiORtion of his conduct. 

The BriUsh army, early on ThufsAqr the aSlir 
of June, completed their evacuation cf Pfailaddi- 
phia, having before transported their storesand most 
pf their Artillery into the Jersies, where they had 
du-own up some works^ and several re^ments wens 
encamped;— >they.manned the lines tim precedin|» 
night, ana retreated over the commcms, crossing 
at Glouce^er Point. A party of the^ American 
hofse pursued them very close ; however nothing- 
voy material happened till tbp 38th, when, abo^t 
three o'clock, in tl^ morning, the British army - 
moved on their way to Middletown Point. 
About eleven o'clock, the American van, com-^ 
mandedby General Lee, overtook diem ;' but he 
aocm retreated, and was met by Gmeral Washing- 
ton, who formed on the first proper piece of 
ground near Monmouth Court-house. Wfaile^ 
S)b was doing, two pieces of c^mon,^.supported 
by Gcdonel Livingston and CdoneL l^wart, with 
a picked corps of 300 mei^ kept off the main bo« 
dy of the £n^ish> wd made a great slauglfifceri 
Very sevi^ie skirmisluag ensued ; andt^Ameri^ 
can army advancii^, the Britl^ nmde their last 
efforts, upon a small body of Penn&ylvania ^oopar 
at and about Mr. Tennant^s hoiaie ; they' tiiexk 
gave way, leavbg the field i:avered wldi di^ and 

^auAd^^ .. GtEmnd.W^^4PS^^& troops pxarn^ 
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ol ftr about a^fliferwlien/^ght commg on, and 
;dae men exccedin^y finigued withniarehin^, and 
^lehot ifireatiMK; &ej halted about half a mdebe- 
yoDd the gnuad oi the principal action. — The 
Bntisii tocm a strong poat in their front, aecufcd 
on bodftflanka by noraasea and ibkk woodsi vrficre 
jAcf xemained untU ^about tiwelve at night, and 
thai zetrealed. In conaApence of this action, 
-Geactsil Lee^wasput under arrest, and tried by« 
Courts Bdartial at Brunswick, the 4di July fdlMr- 
ing« The charges exlubited against him were, 

Ist. For disobedience of orders, in not attack- 
ing the enemy on the 38tfa of June, agreeable to 
-r«^peated mstructaons* 

I2d. For nisbeha^our befbie |he enemy on the 
same day, by nisdLingan:uQiieoe8sary, diaorderiy, 
anl jdiamefbl. retreat 

Sd. For disrespect to the commander in chief, 
em-tn^letters, dated the 1st July, and die 28th June. 

The kttaps, on wludithe third charge is found- 
jcd -are as f oUowfi : 



FaoM Acknowledge I have of your Excek 
lency^B cfaaifeieter, I must conclude, that nothing 
but the mismfomiation of some very stupid, 
or misrepresentation of some very wicked per^ 
4son, could have occasioned your making use of 
^ucfa'very singukff ex^^^ewons as you did, On my 
comii^ up to the ground where you had taken 
post : they implied, that I was guilty either of 
disobe^nce of orders, of want of conduct, or 
wont di courage. Your EKcellency will therefore 
infinite^ oblige me^ hy letting me know^ on which 
of these three artides you ground your charge, 
that I may prepiiire for my justification ; which I 
have the hqi^iess to be confident I can do, to the 
Army, tQ Ac Congresi^ to America^ and to the 



world in gpeneral. Your Exceltencf must give mc 
leave to observe^ that neither yourself, n<»* tho^ 
about your person, could, fnnn your situation, be 
in the least judges of the merits or demerits of 
our manoeuvres ; and, to speak with a becoming 
pride, I' can assert, that to these manoeuvres the 
. success of the day was entirely owing. I can boldly 
^ say, that had we remained on the first ground, or 
had we advanced, or had the retreat been conduct- 
ed in a manner different from what it was^ this 
whole army, and the interest of America,' would 
have risked being sacrificed. I ever had, and I 
hope ever shall have, the greatest respect and vene- 
ration for General Washington; I think him en- 
dued with many great and good qualites ; but m 
.this instance, I must pronounce, tnat he has been 
guilty of an act of cruel injustice towards a man 
who has certainly some pretensions to the regard 
of every servant to his country; and, I think, Sir, 
I have a right to demand some reparation for the 
injury committed; and unless I can obtain it, I 
must, injustice to myself, when the campaign is 
closed, which I believe will close the war, retire 
from a service, at the head of which is plaeed a 
man capable of offeringsuch injuries :-rbut, at the 
same time, injustice to you, I must repeat, that I 
from my soul believe, that it was not a motiofi of 
your own breast, but instigated by i^ome oC those 
dirty earwigs who will fcr ever insinuate them- 
selves near persons in high office ; for I am rettUy 
convinced, that when General Wadiington acts 
from himself, no man in his army will have rea- 
son to complain of injustice and indecorum. 

I am, Sir, and I hope ever sha,U have reason to 
continue, your most sincerely devoted humble 
Servant, CHARLES LEE. 

His Excellency Gen. Washington* 
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SIR, 

I nscEivED your letter, (dated, through 

mistake, the 1st of July,) expressed, as I conceive, 

in terms highly improper. I am not conscious of 

haying made use of any very singular expressions 

at the time of my meeting you, as you intimate. 

What I recollect to have said, was dictated by 

duty, and warranted by the occasion. As soon 

as circumstances will admit, you sbdl have an 

opportunity either of justifying yourself to the 

Army, to Congress, to America, and to the 

world in general, or of convincing them that you 

are guilty of a breach of orders, and of misbeha* ' 

viour before the enemy, on the 28th instant, in not 

attacking them as you had been directed, and in 

making an unnecessary, disorderly, and shameful 

retreat. 

I am Sir, your most obedient Servant, 

GEORGE WASHINGXON. 

Major Gen. Lee. 

Gimp, June 28a» 1778. 

I BEG your Excellency's pardon for the in- 
aceumcy in misdating my letter. — You cannot 
afford me greater pleasure than in giving me the 
opp^tunity of shewing to America, the sufficien- 
cy of her ' respective servants.; I trust, that the 
temporary power of office, and the tinsel dignity 
atlending it, will not be able, by all the mists they 
can raise, to c^lscate the bright rays of truth. In 
the mean time, your Excellency can have no ob- 
jection to my retiring from the army. 

lam, Sir, 

Your most obedient, Humble Servant, 

CHARLES LEE. 
Gen. Washii^on. 



36 

€amp^Jmu^(kh, 1778. 

Sin, 

SiHcr I had the honoisr of addressing my 
letter by Colonel Pitsgerald to your Excellency, 
Ihave reflected on both your situation and mine ; 
and beg leave to observe, that it will be for oar 
mutual convenience, that a Court of Inquiry shmdd- 
be immediately ordered ; but I could wisii it 
might be a Court Martial : for, if the aSuris 
drawn into length, it may be difficult to collect 
the necessary evidences, and periiapsmig^ bring 
on a paper- war betwixt the adherents to both par. 
ties, which may occasion some disagreeable feucb* 
on the Continent ; for all are not my frknds, nor 
your admirers. 

I must entreat, therefore, from your- love of 
justice, that you will immediately exhibit your 
charge ; and that on the first halt, I may be 
brought to a trial. 

lam, Sir, 

Your most obedient. 
Humble Servant, 

CHARLES LEE. 
His Excellency Gen* Washington. 

The Court met, by several adjournments^ till 
the 12th of August, when they found the unfor- 
tunate General guilty of theseveralchargesbrought 
against him, and sentenced him to be suspen^ 
ded from any commission in the armies oi the tlni- 
ted States of North America for the terra of twelve 
months. But it was usual^in America, and thought 
necessary, that the sentence of every Court Mwr^ 
tial should be ratified or confirmed by Congness ; 
the proceedings, therefore, of the Court, were ac- 
cordingly transmitted to them, and the General re- 
paired to Philadelphia to await their decbioo. Du- 
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ring his stay there on this business, he was invol- 
ved in several dilutes; and though hisa&ir might 
be consida*ed as yet sub judice^ yet the conversa- 
tioa of the city was rather against him, which in- 
ducediiim to publish, as it were, a seconddefencc ; 
and as this may not be so well known to the pub- 
lic as the elegant and masterly defence in his trial, 
which hath been republished in Europe, I sliall in- 
. sert it in this place. 

OENERAJL LBE>S vdtDICATlOlSr TO THE PUBLIC. 

Tnk different commentators on the orders I re- 
ceived from Gen. Washington on the 28th of June, 
have, I thinks construed them into no more than 
three different senses. I shall therefore, for argu- 
ment's sake, give the world leave to suppose them 
to have been any one of these three :* — 1st. To 
attack the enemy in whatever situation, and in 
whatever force I found them, without considering 
consequences. 

2d. To contrive the means of bringing on ik ge- 
neral engagement. 

3d; To annoy them as much as possible, without 
risking any thing of great importance ; that is, in 
fact, to act with a great degree of latitude, accord- 
ing to my own discretion. 

Now, I say, granting any one of these three to 
have been the orders I. received, it is manifest, 
that I did literally and effectually comply, as far as 
depended on myself, and on human means. As 
to the first, notwithstanding die attempt, by a low 
evasion, to prove that the orders I gave were only 

* It m&st appear somewhat extraof dinary, that when the prlnci- 
pal and heaviest charge brought against me» was the disobedience of 
orders, these orders that it seems I disobeyed, should never have 
been attempted to be ascertained to the Court l>y the proper authori- 
ty, but were left to the conjecture and wild constructions of those 
who might take the trouble to guess, and to the hardin^s of those- 
who mi^i ehuse to invent. 

D 
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to udvance on the eaemy^ it is clear from Captain 
Mercer's evidence, that General Wayne and Cokh 
nel Butler were ordered, not only to advaoce, 
but, in precise tenns, to attack ;— it is clear, that 
I did, with the thr^ J^^gadiers on the right, make 
the only movement possible to accomplish, tbis 
end~«it is clear that I did not wish, or give any: 
orders for a retrogade manieuvre from the first 
point of action, and that, even when I was infor* 
med of our left being abandoned, the retreat, how- 
ever necessary, was, I am ashamed to own it, done 
Contrary to my orders, and contrary to my inten- 
tions. I say I am ashamed to own it ; for if the 
British cavalry had Vigorously pushed on our right, 
they might have turned our flank, taken us in re- 
Terse, and we had been lost. There is one sup- 
position, and indeed only one (and that, for the 
General's honour, is too monstrous to be admitted,^ 
that would render me criminal ; it is, that he had 
positively commanded me, that after the attack 
commenced, whatever were my circumstances, or 
whatever were my numbers, fiini thence I should 
not, from any consideration, recede an inch. Now^ 
if such I had conceived to have been hisintention^ 
so gfoit is my opinion of the valour, zeal, and obe- 
dience of the troops, and so well I think I know 
myself, that I do really believe we should all have 
perished on the first spot ; but I never had, and it 
IS almost impossible I should have, an idea that 
such wasr his plan ; and it is evident that it was not ; 
consequently, in seeking a better position in our 
rear, I oould be guilty of no disobedience. Upon* 
the whole, admitting the orders I received to have 
Jt)een fas it has been insinuated) to attack, without 
any consideration of the force, or situati<m of the 
enemy, they were as fully and rigidly obeyed, cir- 
cumstanccd as I was, ais it was possible Cor any hu* 
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«an oflScer to obey orders of such a nature, hi 
die next place, if the GeneraPs instructions am 
construelB to be, that I ^ooM find the means of 
brh^ing on a general engagement, it is difficult to 
imagine a more efficacious method than that¥rhich 
was pursued. But I must here beg leave to ob<> 
serve, that those gentlemeh who talk so familiarly 
of bringing on a general engagement, must under* 
^and tliemselves as littte as they can be understood 
by others^ To bring on a general engagement is 
not always hi our power. An enemy of any ca* 
pacity will take such measures as not to be under 
the necessity of fighting against his inclinations ; 
and, however it may be received, I cannot help be* 
ing persuaded, that some of the British generals 
are hot deficient in this great essential. Clinton^ 
Grey, and Erskine, were bred up, and considered 
no despicable officers in one of the best schools of 
Europe. Prince Ferdinand and hb nephew, the 
)iereditary prince, think, it is said, and do most 
certainly speak very honourably of them. Now, 
sdthough it must be supposed that men of diis 
stalnp will make il a Ttile to retain the power of 
ieibsing a general engagement, there are strong 
grounds for believing, that on this day (whether 
from our manoeuvres, or from the often ungovem* 
able impetuosity of the British troops) they would 
have been put under Ac nece^ty of committing 
the most considerable part of their army to the de^ 
cision of arms, if the cq>portunity on our side had 
been availed of. They were tempted to pass three 
of the great ravines which traverse the j^in ; and 
ti^re is room to flatter ourselves they would have 
pa&^sed the last, if they bad been wisely sufficred^ 
They would then have been actually in our power ; 
theat is, tiiey would have been tinder the neGessit)r 
of fighting against unequal force ; for they had 
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scarcely the possibility of r^reating, and it was at 
our option to engage whatever part of the army 
we thought proper, whether the whole, one half, 
or only a third, as they had immediately etnerged 
from the ravine, and before they could have had 
time to develope and form ; our rear was, on the 
contrary, quite clear and unembarrassed, and werei 
in fact, entire masters of our manoeuvres ; at the 
same time, Colonel Morgan, and the nylitia on 
the. flanks, by this separation of the major part of 
the enemy's army to so great a distance from their 
baggage, and the body covering the baggage^ 
would have had a much fairer opportunity of ma- 
king their respective attacks, than if they liad re- 
mained more compact : thus, if any thing is meant 
by finding the means of bringing on a general en*» 
gagement, it was done, and in the most salutary 
manner, to the utmost extent of human possibility^ 
We come now to the last supposition, xnz. That 
the orders I received (which in fact is the truth, 
unless they had no meaning at all) were to annoy 
tht enemy, strike a partial blow, but without risk- 
ing any thing of great importance ; or, ii> other 
terms to act in a great njeasure discretionally.^ 
And here I defy the most acute military critic of 
the world, to point out a more effectual method 
than what was pursued ; for, had we taken post on 
the hither or western margin of the first ravine, as 
General Wayne seems to think we ought to have 
done (and admitting that in this position our flanks 
could have been secure, which they certainly were 
not,) or on the margin of any of the other ravines 
in our rear, the last not excepted, if the last had 
been tenable, how could we possibly have an- 

« * It must be remarked, that disobedience to discretiofiary ord«^ 
is» prima facidf a glftriD^ absurdity; it is an impossibility ; and yet 
it has been endeavoureo io prore me f^ty of this impossibility. 
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noyed the enemy, or struck a partial blow? 
The consequence %vould at moat have been tbi$, 
that we Aight have remained gazing on ttad can- 
nonading each other for some time, and the mo* 
ment they chose to retire, they could have d(xie 
it at their leisure, and with impunity ; for, by all 
the rules of war, and what is morct by all the rulea 
of common sense, we could not have ventured 
to pursue them, because we should have put, if 
iK>t impracticable, at least very dangerous, defiles 
in our rear ; and if they had turned back upoa 
us, we should have b^n e&ctually in their power, 
unless we could have insured victory to ourselves 
with very unequal numbers; but, by drawing 
t^^m over all the ravines, they were as much in 
our power ; besides, it must occur to every mau 
.who is not destiute of common reason, that the 
further they were from their ships and the heights 
of Middletown, tlie point of their security, the 
ipore they were (to use th^ military language) 
in xhG dir. 

To these considerations m^y be added, that the 
ground we found them on, was exU^mely favour- 
able to the nature of their troops; and that we 
drew them into, as jfavpurable to ours. The 
l^ound we found them o^. was calculated for 
cavalry, in which they comparatively abounded; 
imd th^ which we drew them into, as much the. 
reverse. In fine, admitting that the order I re* 
ceived was any one of die three referred to, and 
supposing we had been as perfectly acquainted 
with every yard of the country as we wei:e utterly 
jgnompt of it, I anik happy to :be able consciou^y 
to pronounce, that were the transactions of ths|: 
day to pass over again,. thjCre i? no one step I 
took which I would not agdki take* Thete ia 
]K> one thipg I did which dpes not d^xpc»RjsC4t^ 

» 2 * 
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that I conducted myself as an obedient, pradent, 
and, let me add, spirited officer ;^ and I do from, 
my soul sincerely wish, that a court <ff inquiry, 
composed of the ablest soldiers in the world, we;re 
to sit in judgment, and enjoined to canvass with 
the utmost rigour every circumstance of my con- 
duct on this day, and on their d^ecision my repu*^ 
ration or infamy to be for ever established. There 
is, however, I confess, the strongest reason to 
believe (but for this omission lam no ways respon- 
sible) that, had a proper knowledge of the theatre 
of action been obtained, as it might, and ought 
to have been, its nature and different sltuatiops, 
with their references studied, and, in consequence, 
a general plan of action wisely concerted and 
digested, a most important, perhaps a decisive 
l^ow might have been struck, but not by ad<^t- 
ing any one measure that any one of my cen-^ 
surers has been fortunate enough to think of. I 
have .ftlready said, that had we remained on the 
ground where the attack commenced, or on the 
margin of the first ravine, which General W^ne 
seems to think was a good position, we should pro- 
bably have been lost; and I believe I may safely as* 
sert, tliat had we attached ourselves to the second po- 
sition^ in front of Carr*s house, recoimoitered by 
Mons. Du Portail, on the hill which Colonel 
Hamilton was so strongly prepossessed in favour of, 
and allowing our flanks to be secure in any of 
these positions,^ which it is evident they were not,, 
security is the only thing we could have had to 
boast of. The security of the enemy wouM have 
beea equally great ; but any possibility of annoy- 
ing them wc certainly had* not.. I assert,, then,, 

* This htyUti on ordinary c/ccasions, would appear a most 
latoterablo and dis^iaine gaiconade ;. but when a man's, con- 
4uct Ijiaa been, so> ^ossly misrepresented and caliunniated, a^ 
mine h8L9 bf^n^i Xk<^ s^Ajg«»l knguage Is |u»Ufiftble in hh ii-^ 
fences 
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that if we had acted wisely, it was our business to 
let one, two, or three thousand pass the last ravine, 
in the rear of which, and on the eminence pointed 
out to me by Mr. Wikoff, and to General Wash- 
ington by Colonel Ray,* the main body of our 
army was posted, fresh, and unfatigued ; whereas 
those of the enemy were extremely harrassed, or, 
indeed, worn down to so low a degree of debility, 
that had they once passed, they had little*chance 
of repassing ; the ground was commanding, and 
to us, in all respects andvantageous. A sort of 
natural glacis, extending itself in our front, from 
the crest of the eminence quite down to the ra- 
vine, over which there was only one narrowed pass, 
the plain so narrowed as to give no play to the ma- 
noeuvres of their cavalry; and at two or three 
liundred yards distance in the rear, a space of 
grwiiid most happily adapted to the arrangement 

This ground, from the nature 
most entirely protected from the 
-annoyance of the enemy's eannon ; and, of course, 
well calculated for the respiration of a body of 
troops, such as my detachment was, fatigued, but 
not dispirited by action, and the excessive heat of 
the weather ; here they might have taken breath ; 
here they might have been refreshed, and, in a 
very short time, refitted at least to act as a line of 
support, which was all that, in these circumstam 
ces, could be necessary. I proposed to the Gene- 
ral to form them as such, but was precipitately or- 

' * To these two gentlemen not & Citle credit for the success of 
the ISSth of June is due. 

t It may be objected^ t^t a part of mjt detadhment there, under 
Scott and Maxwell, had already filed off' in the rear, but they might 
•lisily have been (n-ought up> It is evident they might, as- not lon^ 
j^terwards a part of them were ordered^ and did march up. it 
wust be observed, that ( myself was totally ignorant that'any part 
«f them had filed off; but those I had with me W 0U)d hare fol^H^ 
l^Tcr^r respectable line ^f r^si^rYC*^ 
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dered, a»d» I confess^ in a hiaimer that extremdf 
rui&ed sae, to three miles distance iii the rear. 

Thus, in my opinion, was a most glorious op- 
portunity lost ; fdlr what followed on both sides was 
only a distant, unnieaning, inefficacious cannonade; 
and what has-been so magnifioently stiled a pur- 
suit, was no more than taking up the ground which 
the JBritish troops could not possibly, and were not 
(their principle being retreat) interested to main* 
tain. 

P. Sf A thousand wicked and low so-tifices, du- 
ring my trial, were used to render me unpopular. 
One of the principal was^ to throw out that I had 
endeavoured, on every occasion, to depreciate the 
American valour, and the character of theirtroops. 
There never was a more impudent falsehood ; I 
uppeal to my letters addressed to Mn Burgoyne-^ 
to the whole tenor of my conversation, both pre* 
vious and subsequent to the commencement of 
the preaent war, and to all my publications. It is 
trui;,.! Jiftye often heavily lamented, as to me it ap- 

rcar^, the defective constitution. of the army ; bu;t 
have^Qv^r had the highest opinion of the courage 
and other good' qualities of the Americans as sqI- 
diers; :and the proofs that my opinion was jus^ 
are numerous and substantiaU 

To begin with the affair of Bunker's*hiII» J 
may venture to pronounce that thi^e never wns sl 
more dangerous, a more execrable situation, thaa 
these brave and unfortunate men (if those who die 
in the glorious cause of Liberty can be termed 
unfortunate) were placed in ; they had to encoun* 
ter with^ a body of troops, both in point of spirit 
m^ dii^pline, not to be surpassed in the whole 
W(»id» headed by an officer of experience, intrepi-. 
diiy, coolness* and decisicwi. The Amerioaus 
were composed, in part^ of rawlada and old men^ 
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half armed, with no practice Of discipline, con\i 
manded without order, and God knows by whom. 
Yet what was the event ? It is known to the 
world, that the British troops, notwithstanding 
their address and gallantry, were most severely 
handled, and almost defeated.* 

The troops under the command of Genera! 
Montgomery, in his expedition against St. John's, 
Chambly, and into Canada, who were chiefly 
composed of native Americans, as they were from 
the Eastern State, displayed, by his own account, 
hi a letter I received from that illustrious young 
man, not only great courage, but zeal and enter- 
prize. 

The assault under Arnold, on the lower town 
of Quebec, was an attempt that would have start- 
led the most approved veterans ; and, if they misw 
Carried, it cannot be attributed to a deficiency of 
valpur, but to want of proper information of the 
circumsfences of the place. - 

The defence of Sullivan's-Island, by Colonel 
Moultrie, might be termed an ordeal. The garri- 
son, both men and officers, entirely raw ; the fire 
furious, and of a duration almost beyond example ; 
thei^ situation extremely critical and dangerous, 
for the rear was in a manner open ; and, if Gene- 
ral Clinton could, as it was expected, have landed 
on the island, there were no resources but in the 
last desperate resolutions. 

Wifh respect to the transactions on York and 
Long-Island, I must be silent, as I am ignorant of 
them ; but, from some observations after I joined 
the army, I have reason to think the fault could not 

* The Colonels Stark, Prescot, Little, Gardner, Read, Nixon, 
and the tvo &rewers, were entitled to immortal honour' foi their 
aetieii on that day ; but, accordinf^ to the usual justice of the wrl- 
ters of nevrspapers and gazettcSi thdr names have scarcely beet 
nentloBsd on m occasion. 
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have been in the men, or in the eommon bulk of 
officers. 

Even the unhappy business of Fort Washbgton, 
which was attended with such abominable conse« 
quences^ and which brought the affairs of Ameri« 
ca to the brink of ruin, when the circumstances 
are well considered, did honour to the officers and 
men, devoted to jthe defence of this wortliless and 
ridiculous favourite. 

The defence of Red-Bank, by (Colonel Green, 
and Mud- Island, by Colonel Smith, forced a' con- 
fession, even from the most determined infidels on 
this pointy of the British officers, to the honour c^ 
American valour. I have often heard them aU 
low, that the defence of .these two places were 
really handsome things-^t/uU no men could have 
done better; which., from unwiUmg mouths^ is so 
f mall panegyrick. 

The victory gained by Stark; at Bennington, and 
the capture of Mr. Burgc^ne's whole army,, by 
trates and Arnold, are, above all, convincing ar- 
guments of what excefient ingredients, inallre« 
spects, the fbroo of America is composed* 

The detail of what passed lately en Biiode-Is-» 
land is not yet come to my knowledge ; but, from 
all I have been able to collect, the men and offi- 
cers exhibited great valour and facility, as did their 
General, discretion, calmness, and good conduct. 
Upon the whole, I am warranted to say, what I 
always thought, that no disgrace or caJamrty has 
fallen on the arms of America through the whole 
course of the war, but what must be attributed to 
some other cause than to the want of valour, of 
disposition to obedience, or to any other military 
defect in the men, or the general mass of their offi* 
eers in their diffisi^nt raims ; and I aoleninly de* 
Clare, that was it at my choice to select from aU the 
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nations of the eartfi to form an excellent and per* 
feet army, I would, without hesitation, give the 
foreference to the 'Americans. By publisiung this 
t^inion, I cannot incur the suspicion of paying 
my court to' their vanity, as it is notoriously the 
language I have ever held. 

I have been told, that one of the crimes impu« 
ted. to me, is my entertaining a high opinion of the 
British troops. If this is a crime, I am ready to 
acknowledge it. There were times, I confess, 
when the promulgation of such an opinion would 
hsLve been impolitic, and even criminal ; but in 
these times, it is notorious to the world that my 
eonduct was the reverse. Every thing I wrote, 
every thing I said, tended to inspire that confidence 
in their own strength, which it was thought the 
Americans wanted ; and it is believed, that what 
I said, and what I wrote, had no inconsiderable ef« 
feet ; but now, circumstanced as we are, I cannot 
conceive the danger, or even impropriety, in spea»* 
king of them as they deserve, particularly as their 
excellence redounds to the honour of America. I 
eouid not help, whilst I was prisoner, being aston- 
ished at the bad policy and stupidity of some of 
the British officers, who made it iheir constant bu« 
siness to depreciate the character of the Americans 
in point of courage and sense. I have often ex« 
pressed my astonishment, making a very natural 
observation to them, that if the persuasion of their 
^ponentb' cowardice and folly were established in 
the world, the great merits they themselves pre- 
tended to must, at the same time, be .utterly des- 
troyed. That I have a very great opinion o£ the 
British troops, I make no scruple to confess ; and 
unless I had this opinion of them, I do not see 
what ground I could have for my eulojjiums on 
j^iperican valour. This is a truths simple and 
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clear as the day ; but be it as it will, it is ncfr most 
certain, let the courage and discipline of the Bri- 
tish troops be as great as imagination can paint, 
there is at present no danger from either the one or 
the other. The dangers that now threaten, are 
from other quarters ; from the want of temper, 
moderation, ceconomy, wisdom, and decision 
amongst ourselves ; from a childish credulity ; and 
in consequence of it, a promptness to commit acts 
of the highest injustice on those who have deser- 
ved best at the hands of the community ; but above 
all, from the direct opposites to those qualities, 
virtues, and principles, without which it is impos* 
sible that the mode of government established 
should be supported for the tenth part of a century. 
These, 1 assert, are now the proper objects of our 
apprehensions, and n ot any real or supposed ex- 
cellence in the armies of Great Britain, who has 
infinitely more reason to fear for her own indepen- 
'dence, than to hope for the subjugation of yours. 
General Clinton's letter, which has just appear- 
ed, has so wonderful an accord with the above es- 
say, that I make no doubt butthat some acute gen- 
tleman may insinuate that it furnished the hmt : 
but I can appeal to more than fifty gentlemen of 
this city, or officers of the army, to whom it was 
read, previous to the publication of General Clin- 
ton's letter, whether a single syllable has been ad- 
ded or varied, the conclusion of the postscript ex- 
cepted, which has no reference to the affliir of Mon- 
mouth. 

It was a considerable time before Congress 
took the General's trial under their consideration, 
during which our unfortunate hero continued 
s;iTiarting under the frowns of fortune and the ma- 
'ignant tongues of men ; and to add to his suffer- 
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ings in this state of suspense, he received a letter 
from Colonel Laurens, one of General Washing- 
ton's aids, informing him, *' that, in contempt of 
decency and truth, he had publicly abused Gene- 
ral Washington in the grossest terms ;" that, ** the 
relation in which he stood to him, forbade him to 
pass such conduct unnoticed; he therefore deman- 
ded the satisfaction which he was entitled to ; and 
desired, that as soon as General Lee should think 
himself at liberty, he would appoint time and place, 
and name his weapons." Without hesitation this 
was accepted ; and the General made choice of a 
brace of pistols, declining the smallsword, be(fause 
he was rather in a weak state of body, having late- 
ly received a fall from a horse, and also taken a 
quantity of medicine to baffle a fit of the gout, 
which he apprehended. They met according to 
appointment, and discharged their pistols, when 
General Lee received a slight wound in his side ; 
and it hath been said, that on this occasion, he dis- 
played the greatest fortitude and courag-e. ' 

Shortly after, the proceedings of the Court Mar- 
tial on his trial came under consideration in Con- 
grcss, and produced debates for several evenings ; 
but, finally, the sentence was confirmed* The Ge- 
neral was mi]ch dissatisfied with it, and his mind 
extremely embittered against one of the members, 
Mr. William Henry Drayton^ of South Carolina* 
This gentleman's conduct was vituperated by I^te 
in the severest language^ because he opposed in 
Congress a division of the several charges brought 
against him, but argued and insisted upon lump- 
ing them all together, to be decided by one ques- 
tion. In this he was ingeniously and warmly op- 
posed by a very amiable and worthy gentleman, 
Mr. Williani Paca, a late governor of Maryland. 
Jiere we must observe, that prior to this, Mr. 

£ 
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Drayton was by no means one of the Generate 
favourites ; . he had taken some unnecessary liber* | 
ties with his character, in a char^ which he deli- j 
rered as chief justice to a grand jury in Charles* i 
town, South Carolina* His temper thus exaspe* | 
rated, he could no longer refrain from emphaUcal* 
!y expressing his sense of the injuries he had re- 
ceived from Mr. Drayton. These were delivered^ 
intermixed with threatemng language, to Mr. Hut- 
son, his colleague and friend, who communicated 
the sam e. A correspondence ensued, so remarka- 
ble for its poignancy of reply, as may be wc»"th 
preserving in £ese memoirs. 

SIR, • PMladclphia, Feb. 3dy m9. 

My colleague, Mr. Hutson, hath this day 
mentioned to me, a conversation you had with 
bim, in which you expressed yourself as injured 
by a misrepresentation of your conduct immedi- 
ately preceding your captivity by the enemy, in a 
charge I had the honour to deliver, as Chief Jus- 
tice, to the Grand Jury of Charlestown, South Ca- 
rolina. 

I must inform you, Sir, that, on the one hand, 
I have been repeatedly assured the representation 
I then made was a true one ; and that, on the other 
hand, I have also been assured, that it was not 
founded on fact ; and that, immediately upon this 
latter assurance in South Carolina, I took that 
step which was most likely to lead me to a certain- 
ty on the subject, with the avowed design, that if 
I h^d injured your reputation, I might be enabled 
to make the most ample reparation ; but I did not 
receive the necessary materials. Those sentiments 
of propriety which dictated the first advance on 
my part tkcn, to acquire them now dictate a like 
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conduct when another opportunity seems to open 
iteelf for my arriving at truth, and to do that jus- 
tice which the case may require. And I do assure 
you, that if I can be enabled to declare, that you 
did not violate the orders of the commander in 
chief, respecting your junction with him, when he 
had retreated to the Delaware in 1776, I shall not 
only do so in the most pointed terms, but beg your 
pardcm for having through error and misrepresen- 
tation, published the contrary. 

To this purpose I wrote to Major Eustace on 
the flth of January 1778, when I was in Charles- 
town, and had no prospect of coming to this part 
of the Continent ; and a copy of the correspon- 
dence between him and myself on the occasion 1 
will lay before you, if you desire to see it. 

Those principks. of honour which must make 
you feel an injury, make me feel even an idea of 
liaving done an injury, and impels mc to make a 
reparatkm where it is 4ue. 

I am sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 

Wm. henry DRAYTON. 
Major Gen. Lee, 

SIR, Philadelphia, Feb. 5lfc, 1 7 79. 

I SHOULD have done myself the honour of 
answering your letter yesterday, but was prevented 
by a variety of business. If I have viola- 
ted any orders of the commander in chief, to 
bim, and the Congress only, am I responsible ; 
but certainly am not amenable to the tribunal of 
Mr. William Henry Drayton. I shall therefore 
remain entirely indifierent whether you are pleas- 
ed o think or dream that I designedly threw my- 
self ioto the hands of the enemy, or whether I was 
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not taken by a concurrence of unfortunate circum* 
stances such as happen in the cours'e of all wars. 
The only remark I shall make on your cxtraordi- 
vnary requisition, that I should clear myself on this 
point to you simply, Mr. William Henry Dray- 
ton, whom I consider but as a mere common 
member of Congress, is, that you pay a very ill 
compliment to the General. You must suppose 
him either miserably deficient in understanding, 
or in integrity as a servant of the public, when you 
suppose that he would suffer a man, for a single 
day, to act as his second in command, whom he 
knows to be guilty of such abominable military 
treason. This ingenious supposition, therefore, is» 
in my opinion, a greater afiront to the General 
than to myself. 

I am sincerely concerned that my friend Eustiace 
should have degraded himself so far as to enter 
into any discussion of tliis matter with Mr. Wil- 
liam Henry Drayton ; and I shall reprimand him 
for not understanding his own dignity better. I 
shall now only take the trouble of adding, that if 
you can reconcile your conduct in stepping out of 
the road, (as I am informed you did in your charge 
to the grand jury,) to aggravate the calamaties of 
an unhappy man, who had sacrificed every thing 
to the cause of your country, and as he then con* 
ceived, to the rights of mankind ; who had sacri- 
ficed an ample, at least an easy and independent 
fortune, the most honorable connections, great mi- 
litary pretensions, his friends and relations : I say, 
if you can reconcile your stepping out of the road 
to aggravate the calamities of a man who had no- 
toriously made these sacrifices, and who, at the vc« 
ry time you was displaying your generous elo- 
quence, had no less than five centinels on his per* 
son, and was suffering extremely in body and 
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mind--^If you can^ I repeat, reconcile such a pro- 
cedure to commoti humanity, common sense, or 
common decency, you must still be a more singu- 
lar personage than the public at present consider 
you^ 

I am* Sir 

Your most obedient, 
Humble Servant, 

CHARLES LEE. 

William Henry Drayton, Esq. 

FhOiMfhia, Fa. Stk, 1 7 79. 

sia. 

At ni|ie o'clock last night, I received yours 
of the fifth instant, in answer to mine of the third. 
But, as I have neither time or inclination to enter ^ 
mto a competition, whether Mr. Charles Lee, or 
Mr. William Henry Drayton, can raise the most 
ingenious supposition, say the keenest thing, and 
pen the most finished period with parenthesis ; 
nor ambition to correspond Ivithyou m your sim- 
pie character of Mr. Charles Lee, whom I cannot 
consider but as legally disgraced for being guilty 
of abominable military treason aeainst a commu- 
nity of the most liberal, just, and generous, and, 
I must add, merciful people on the face of the 
globe : I say, perfectly satisfied with my simple 
character of Mr. William* Henry Drayton, **a 
mere common member of Congress,'* and " a 
mere Chief Justice of South Carolina^'' I shall 
do myself the honour, out of breath as I am with ' 
parentheses, to m^e only one observatipn in re« 
ply, absolutely tem^natir^ the correspondence on 
my part^ that I verily bcUeve we equally remain 
entirely indifferent with respect Jo what either i% 
^ pl^^ to tfeji^^ or dream.'' And now> finally 
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taking my leave of Mr. Charles Lee, witli com- 
mon decency from respect to my simjde charac- 
ter, 

I subscribe myself, Sir, 
\ Your most obedient Servant, 

Wm. henry DRAYTON. 

Major Charles Lee. 

Philadelphia, 3farch I5tk, 177^. 
SIR, 

As I have now settled all my affairs, and as 
I am given to understand that you probably may 
soon set out for South Carolina, I take the liberty 
of addressing this letter to you, which is to close 
our correspondence for ever. Until very lately, I 
was taught to consider you only as a fantastic, 
pompous dramatis persona^ a mere mnlvoHoy never 
to be spoke or thought of but for the sake of 
laughter; and when the humour for laughter sub- 
sided, never to be spoke or thought of more. 
But I find I was mistaken ; I find that you are as 
malignant a scoundrel, as you are universally al- 
lowed to be a ridiculous and disgusting coxcomb. 
You are pleased to say, that I am legally dis- 
graced r all that I shall say in reply, is, that I am 
able confidently to pronounce, that every man of 
rank in the whole army, every man on tlie Conti- 
nent, who had read the proceedings of the Court 
^ Martal (perhaps indeed I might except Mr. Penii 
of North Carolina,, and Dr. Seudder of the ler- 
seys, with a few others about their size^ in under- 
standing,) is of the opinion, that the stigiiKi is not 
on him on whom the sentence was passed,, hvX on* 
those who passed this absurd> iniquitous, and pre- 
posterous sentence ? for^ to be jtist, Idornot fe^e«^ 
iicve you quite blpckhead^ eaough to thiBk %ht, 
ehargs^^ had a shadow of report \ ^d if,, by 'Sdiji^. 
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wonderful metamorphosis, you should become an 
honest man, you will confess it. As to the confir- 
mation of this curious sentence, I do not conceive * 
myself at liberty to make any comments on it, as 
it is an affair of Congress, for which body I ever 
had, and ought to have, a profound respect. I 
shall only lament that they are disgraced by so foul 
a member as Mr. William Henry Drayton. You 
tell me the Americans are the most merciful peo- 
ple on the face of the earth : I think so too ; and 
the strongest instance of it is, that they did not 
long ago l^ang up you, and every advocate for the 
stamp.act ; and do not flatter yourself, that the pre- 
sent virtuous airs of patriotism you may give your- 
self, and your hard laboured letters to the Com- 
missioners and the King, willevor wasliaway the 
stain. If you think the terms I make use of harsh 
or unmerited, my friend Major Edwards is com- 
jnissioned to point out your remedy. 

CHARLES LEE* 

William Henry Draytonj Esq. 

>. 

Th is correspondence, which produced nothing 
but inkshed, being finished, the General retired 
to his plantation in Berkefey county, Virginia^ 
whenej still irritated with the sciu-rilous attacks 
he bad met with from several writers and others 
in Philadelphia, he could not forbear giving vent 
to the bitterness of his feelings ; afid in this mis- 
tritbrdpic disposition, composed a set of queries, 
which he styled Political and Military* These he 
sent by one of his aids to the printers of Pbiladelw 
ptoia,' far publicadon.; biit ^bcy thought it impru^ 
dent to admit theiiQiatitd th^eiir papers, as General 
Wasbingtonipossessed the hjearts ^nd admmitioii; 
e£ ever5f:'0QajEitite tbertftore appUai t« the editpj^ 
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c^ the Maryland Journal at BaltinKx^, who indul- 
gedhim with their insertion. The queries no soon- 
"^ er made their appearance, but a considerable dis- 
turbance took place among the citizens of Balti* 
more : the printer was called upon for the author, 
and obliged to give up his name. General Ribed, 
then President of the State of Pennsylvania, con- 
ceiving himself to be injured, published the sub* 
sequent piece for his justification. 

The aspersions which have been thrown od 
my own character from the press, I have ever 
despised too much to take the least notice of them; 
but when a most valuable and amiable character 
is attacked through me, I think it my duty to 
remark it, and guard the public from error, even 
in opinion. 

In a set of queries, designed to lesson the cha>» 
racter of General Washington, in a Jate paper, 
I am alluded to so particularly as not to be mis- 
taken, and quoted, as having furnished eyid^ices 
under my own hand, that General Washington 
was not tlie distinguished character the addresses 
of die Council of &is State had represented ; from 
which an inference is> to be drawn prejudicial 
to the General in point of ability, and the Council 
in consistency, so far as I had any diare in those 
addresses. This insinuation I therefore think 
it my duty to contradict ; and though the sane* 
tity ot private and confidential correspondence 
has been gros^y violated on this occasion I should 
have passed it by, if the fact had not been as gross* 
ly mis-stated. 

The only ground on which this insinuation can 
be made, arose from the fallowing ciroumstance : 
Intfaefadl, 1776, I was extremely anxious th^ 
Fort Waikhington shoukl be eya^ouated: theve was 
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General consulted, and he hesitated more than I 
ever knew him on any other occasion, and more 
than I thought the public service admitted. 
Knowing that General Lee's opinion would be a 
"eat support to mine, I wrote to him from 
[ackinsack, stating the case, and my reasons, and 
I think, urging him to join me in sentiment at the 
close of my letter; and, alluding to the particular 
subject then before me, to the best of my recol- 
lection, I added this sentence : **• With a thousand 
good and great qualities, there is a want of deci- 
sion to complete the perfect military character.** 

Upon this sentence, or one to this effect, wrote 
in haste^ in full confidence, and in great anxiety 
for the event, is this ungenerous sentiment intro« 
duced into the world. The event but too fully 
justified my anxiety ; for tlie fort was summoned 
that very day, and surrendered the next. I abso* 
lutely deny that there is any other ground but 
this letter ; and if there is, let it be produced* 
I have now only to add, that though General 
Washington, soon after, by an accident, knew df 
this circumstance, it never lessened the friend- 
ship which subsisted between us. He had too 
much greatness of mind to suppose himself inca- 
pable of mistakes, or to dislike a faithful friend^ 
who should note an error with such circumstances 
of respect, and on such an occasion. I have 
since been with this great and good man, for 
such he is, at very cridcal moments^ and I hope 
I shall not be suspected of unbecoming adulation, 
when I assure my countrymen, (so far as my 
opinion -is thought of any consequence), that 
they nt&y repose themselves in perfect confidence 
on his prudence and judgment, which are equal 
to any circumstances ^—^and that repeated experi* 
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^nce of the value of his opinions, have inspired 
faim with more dependence on them than his mo* 
des^ and diffidence would in some cases former* 
ly admit. Time will shew, whether his enemies 
will not find themselves disappointed in their at- 
tempts to shake the public confidence, aiid lessen 
a character of so much worth, to gratify private, 
violent resentments, 

JOSEPH REED, 

Ph'iladelphia, July 14th, 1779. 

To judge of the propriety of General Reed's 
performance, it will be necessary to refer the rea- 
der to his letter in page , which is a true copy 
from the criginal, in his owniiand writing. 

Lee temaaned at his retreat, living in..9>^^^pe« 
Cttliar tohimaelf, m a htmst more like a^^j^^ian 
apahee. Glass windows aBdphust6rih^li%&id 
have been luxurious extravagance, and his ^i»mi- 
tore consisted of a very few necessary articles ; 
indeed he was now so rusticated, ttmt he could 
have lived in a tub with Diogenes : however he 
had got a few select valuable authors, and these 
enabled him to pass away his time in this obscuri- 
ty. In the fall, 1762, he began to be weary with 
the sameness of his situation ; and experiencing 
his unfitness for the management of country bu- 
siness, he came to a determination to sell his estate 
and procure a little settlement near some sea-port 
town, where he might learn what the world was 
doing, and enioy the conversation of mankind. 

His farm, mough an excellent tract of land, ra- 
ther brought him in debt at the end of the year, 
and added to the difficulties he laboured und^n It 
is no wonder, then, he was inclined to relinquish 
bi^ present system of life. He left Berkeley, and 
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-9amc to- Baltimore, where he staid near a week 
with some old friends, and then took his leave for 
Philadelphia. 

It is presumed he now founda diflerencebctwecn 
a General in command^ and a?ie destitute of every 
thing but the name ; for we do not find him enter- 
tained at the house of any private citizen. He 
took lodgings at an inn, the sign of the Concsto- 
ga waggon, in Market- street. After being three 
or four days in the city, he was taken with a shiv- 
ering, the forerunner of a fever, which put a period 
to his existence, October 2d, 1782. 

A friend of the Editor's was at the inn when he 
took his departure (rom this world. The servants 
informed him that General Lee was dying ; upon 
which he went into the room ; he was tlien strug- 

fling with the king of terrors, and seemed to 
ave lost his senses ; the last words he heard him 
speak iwere, "Stand by me, my brave grenadiers!" 
The citizens of Philadelphia, calling to rememu 
brance his former services, appeared to be much 
affected at his death. His funeral was attended 
with a very large concourse of people, the clergy 
of different deiwminations, his excellency the pre. 
sident of Congress, the president, and some mem- 
bers of the council of the commonwealth of Penn- 
sylvania, his excellency the minister plenipoten- 
tiary of France, M. Marbois secretary to the em- 
bassy, the minister of finance, General baron de 
Viominil, duke de Lausam, the minister of war, 
and several other officers of distinction both in the 
French and American army. 

From what hath been observed in these me- 
moirs, we may with justice affirm, that General 
Lee was a great and sincere friend to the rights 
and liberties of mankind, and that it was this grand 
principle which led him to take part on the sid^of 
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America. It appears, that, from his youth, he was 
bred up with the highest regard foi" the noble sen- 
timents of freedom ; his education and reading 
strengthened them ; the historians and orators of 
Greece and Rome, with whom he was. considerably 
conversant, added to the sacred flame ; and his tra- 
vels in many parts of the world did not tend to 
diminish it. 

When a boy, he was sent to an academy in 
Switzerland, and he has frequently said to his 
friends, that he was there struck with tKe general 
happiness, affluence and ease diffused throughout 
that country, notwithstanding its natural disadvan- 
tages of soil and climate. In one^ of his letters^ 
he expresses himself in this manner : " When I 
was quite young in Switzerland, I could not help 
comparing the robust well clothed commonalty of 
this country, with theur miserable neighbours of 
France, a spot upon which nature seems to have 
taken pains to confer her favours. To France, na- 
ture has given the most fruitful soil, which produ^ 
ceth not only every necessary, but every luxury of 
life. She has given to its people a lively, active, en- 
terprising genius, a climate upon the whole the 
best of the world — -To the Swiss, she bequeathed 
rocks, mountains, and, as it is thought, very infe- 
rior mental faculties ; and yet the Swiss are rich, 
happy and respectable; the French starving. and 
contemptible. In Italy, the contrast betwixt the 
free, and those who are not free, is still more re- 
markable ; I know very well, that the republics 
of Genoa and Venice are not in general allowed to 
be free states. Monsieur Montesquieu has demon- 
strated that they are not free ; but there is un* 
doubtedly some excellence in them, which has 
escaped this wise man — shall I beg leave to hazard 

a conjecture ? They have no king ; They have no 
court." 
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^ Irtie General had read both men and books ; h w 
reading and tovels were extensive, and of course 
his manners easy and free of embarrassment ; so 
that he was frequently accustomed to deliver his 
sentiments and feelings without disguise, from the 
first impressions, according to the nature of the 
objects which presented. 

This liberality of conduct, and openness of dis- 
position, in a youngcountry, caused many to doubt 
of his belief in revealed religion ; the common 
people, at last, considered him as an atheist ; while 
those of a higher class were more indulgent to his 
principles. If we were to form a judgment on 
this subject, from his private correspondence, we 
should not accuse him as totally destitute of reli- 
gious notions, for it appears that he entertaineJ 
some grand and sublime ideas of the Supreme 
Being, and was strongly persuaded tiiat no society 
could exist without religion. 

He has often asserted, that he thought the Chris- 
tian religion, unincumbered of its sophistications, 
the most excellent, as comprehending the most di- 
vine system of ethics, consequently of a divine na- 
ture ; but at the same time he disapproved of the 
length and tediousness of the liturgies of the va- 
riotis sects. As to the dogmas, he considered 
many of them absurd, if not impious, and dero- 
gatory to the honour, dignity and wisdom of the 
Godhead, or omniscient ruler and moderator of 
the infinity of worlds that Surround us. 

The General, in his person, was of a genteel 
make, and rather above the middle size ; his re- 
markable aquiline nose rendered his face somewhat 
disagreeable. He was master of a most genteel 
"address; but, in the latter part of his life, became 
excessively negligent of the graces, both in his 
garb and behaviour. A talent for repartee, uni- 
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ied with a quickness of penetration, created hkd 
many enemies. A character so eccentric and- 
singular, could not fail of attracting the popular 
attention. His small Jhendsf frequently passed se- 
vere criticisms on his words and actions. Narrow- 
ly watched, every little slip or failure was noticed, 
and represented to his disadvantage. The objec- 
tions to his moral conduct were numerous, and 
his great fondness for dogs brought on him the dis- 
like and frowhs of the fair sex : for the General 
would permit his canine adherents to follow him ^ 
to the parlour, the bed-room, and sometimes they 
might be seen on a chair next his elbow at table. 

As the ladies are commonly against any trans- 
gression of the laws of decency and cleanliness, it 
is no wonder a shyness commenced between them 
and the General. This hath given some persons an 
idea of his being averse to women, which in reality 
tvas not the case ; for his life and posthumous pa- 
pers will furnish several examples of his eariy at- 
tachment to them ; and a letter to him, from a Bri- 
tish officer in Montreal, in 1774, convinces the 
Editor of his having been susceptible of the same 
feelings with other men, and of his having fre- 
quently indulged himself in gallantry with the la- 
dies. *' During the winter,'' says this officer, who 
was the General's intimate friend, "I took atrip 
to Quebec, where I passed several agreeable days 
with t/our queen. I delivered your compliments 
to her, and she enquired particularly about you, 
desiring me to return them most sincerely when- 
ever I wrote — She is the same amiable creature, 
whose ditiposition neither climate nor country can 
alter, and as strongly attached to you as ever." 
And his letter from Warsaw to Louisa, demon- 
strates the same fact. 
V 7'here is great probability the General was the 



6S 

- first person who suggested the idea that America 
* ' ought to declare herself independent. When he 
was sent by the commander in chief to New- 
York, he behaved with such activity and spirit, 
infusing the same into the minds of his troops and 
the people, that Mr. John Adams said, '* a hapjfter 
expedition never was projected; and that the whole 
Whig world were blessing him for it '* About this 
time Doctor Franklin gave Mr. Thomas Paine, the 
celebrated author of Common Sense^ an introduc- 
-tory letter to him, in which were these words: 
-** The bearer, Mr. Paine, has requested a line of 
introduction to you, which I give the more willing- 
ly, as I know his sentiments are not very different 
from yours. ' * A few day ^ after, the Doctor writes 
again, "There is ^ kind of suspense in men's 
minds here at present, waiting to see what terms 
.will be offered from England — I expect none that 
we can accept ; and when that is generally seen, 
tve shall be more unanimous and more decisive. 
Then your proposed solemn league and covenant 
will go better down, and perhaps most of your 
other strong measures adopted." In a letter to 
Edward Rutlege, Esq. in the spring of 1776, then 
a member of the Continental Congress, the Gene- 
ral thus expresses himself. " As your affairs pros- 
per, the timidity of the senatorial part of the con- 
tinent, great and small, grows and extends itself. 
By the Eternal G— d, unless you declare your- 
selves independent^ establish a more certain and 
^xed legislature than that of a temporary courte* 
sy of the people, you richly deserve to be ensla- 
ved, and I think far from impossible that it should 
be your lot ; as, without a more systematic inter- 
course with France and Holland, we cannot, wc 
have not the means of carrying on the war.*' 
There 2ffQ other epistlea of his, of a similar spirit* 
and diction. 
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Tlie more we investigate the Genemrs charac* 
ter and conduct, the more conspicuous his services, 
will appear. In the infancy of the American dis^ 
pute, we all find him continually suggesting and 
forwarding plans for the- defence of the country ; 
and though he was a professed enemy, to a standing- 
army, he was always recommending a well regula- 
ted militia. This he considered as the natural 
strength of a country, and absolutely necessaiy 
for its safety and preservation. 

He has frequently asserted, that a more pemi« 
ciou:^ idea could not enter into the heads of the ci- 
tizens, than that rigid discipline, and a strict sub- 
jection to military rules, were incompatible with 
civil liberty ; and he was of opinion, that when the 
bulk of a community would not submit to the or« 
dinances necessary for the preservation of milita- 
ry discipline, their liberty could not be of lon^ 
continuance* 

The liberty of every oommonwealth must be 
protected ultimately by military force. Military* 
force depends upon order and discipline : without 
order and discipline, the greatest number of armed 
men are only a contemptible mob ; a handful of 
regulars must disperse them. It follows then, that 
the citizens at large must submit to the means of 
becoming spldiers, oc that they must commit the 
protection df their lives and property to a distinct 
body of men, who will naturally^ in a short time^. 
set up a professional mterest, separate from the 
community at large. Te this cause we may attri- 
bute the subversion of every free State that histo- 
ry presents to* us. The Romans were certainly 
the first and most glorious peo];die that have figur- 
ed on the face of the globe ; they cot^nued free 
longest. £lvery citizen was a scdditr, and a soU 
dier not in name^ but in fact ; by which is meanC^ 
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that they were the most rigid observers of mili- 
tary institutions. The General therefore thought 
it expedient that every State in America should 
be extremely careful to perfect the laws relative 
to their militia ; and that, where they were glaring- 
ly defective, they should be made more efficient ; 
-and that it should be established as a point of hon- 
our, and the criterion of a virtuous citizen, to pay 
the greatest deference to the common ' necessary 
laws oi a camp. 

The most difficult task the Editor met with in 
collecting and arranging these Posthumous Pa- 
pers, arose from his desire of not giving oiFence to 
such characters as had been the object of the Ge- 
neral's aversion and resentment. Unhappily his 
disappointments had soured his temper : the affair 
of Monmouth, several pieces of scurrility from 
the press, and numerous instances of private slan- 
•der and defamation, so far got the better of his 
philosophy, as to provoke him in the highest de- 
.gree, and he became, as it were, angry with all 
mankind. 

To this exasperated disposition we may impute 
the origin of his political queries, and a number 
of satirical hints thrown out both in his conversa- 
tion and writing, against the Commander in Chief. 
'Humanity will draw a veil over the involuntary 
errors of sensibility, and pardon the sallies of a 
suffering mind, as its presages did not meet with 
an accomplishment. General Washington, by 
*his retirement, demonstrated to the world, that 
power was not his object ; that Anierica bad noth- 
ing to fear from his ambition ; biit that she was 
'honoured with a specimen of such exalted patrl. 
otism as could net fail to attract the attentioi^ and 
admiration of the most distant nations. 

The reader wHl not wonder that General Lee^ 
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disappointed in his^caittr of glory, should be cmi- 
tinuaUy inculcating an idea of the extreme danger 
of trusting too much to the wisdont of one, for 
the safety of the whole ; that he should consider 
it as repugnant to the principles of freedom and 
republicanism, to continue for years, one nfum a8 
commander in chief ; that there should be a rota- 
tion of office, military as well a& civil ; and though 
the commander of an army possessed all the vir^ 
tues of Cato, and the talents of JuUus Cassar, k 
could not alter the nature of the thing:; since, by 
liabituating the people to look up ta one man, alt 
true republican spirit became enervated, wd a vi- 
sible propensity to monarchical government wais 
created and fostered; that there was a charm in 
the long possession of high office, and in the pomp 
and influence that attended' it, which might coft 
rupt the best dispositions. 

Indeed it was the opinion of Maccus Aurelius^ 
whose virtues not only honoured^ the throne, but 
human nature, that to have the power of doinfi^ 
much, and to confine that power to doing good* 
was a prodigy in nature. Such sentiments of this 
divine prince, who was not only trained up in the 
schools of austere philosophy, but whose elevated 
situalionxendered him the most able judge of the 
difficulty there is in not abusing extensive power, 
when we have it in our hands, furuish substantia 
argumentsfor not entrusting ittoany mortal what- 
soever But while we are convinced of the just- 
ness of these sentiments, we are led the more Um 
.respect and reverence our most disinterested Com- 
ms^ider in Chief, who stands conspicuous^ with 
unrivalled glpry> superior to the fascinations whl^b 
hav^ overtlirown many a great and nob)^ mipid«> 

The Editor cpneeives his present labours, in tl^ 
,com]^ll&tioa^f thi$ workj will be useful, {»id t&tow 
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some light on the history of the late revdatipn—- 
a monument of the arduous struggle^ exhibiting 
a faithful and yalu4>lc collection of military and 
pcditical correspondence. 

EDWARD LANGWORTHY. 

Bakmrn-e^ March lOfA, 1787. 
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SKETCH OF A FLdJ^ 

FOR THX 

FORMATION OF A MILITARY COLONY. 



JL WILL suppose the number to consist of 
ten thousand men, with their full proportion of 
officers of diflFerent ranks, and children. There 
shall be no distinction made in the distribution of 
lands, betwixt the general officers and colonels ; 
but as.it appears that there should, for the sake 
of order, be some difference of property in the dif* 
fercnt classes of men, I would propose the follow- 
ing plan of distribution. — When the capital is 
once fixed, immediately round it by lot — Every 
colonel to have two thousand five hundred acres; 
every lieutenant colonel two thousand ; major fif- 
teen hundred; captain one thousand ; lieutenants 
and ensigns seven hundred each: each serjeant 
three hundred ; every rank and file two hundred. 
Another circle drawn round it containing the same 
number of acres, shall be in common, for the use 
of the whole community ; where, cattle shall have 
the liberty of ranging bc-yondthis circle. Anoth- 
er shall be drawn, of an equal number of acres, 
with the same proportion of acres, for every mem- 
ber of tlie community. So that every colonel 
will, in fact, be master of five thousand acres, eve- 
ry lieutenant-colonel of four, every major^of three, 
every captain of two thousand, and every rank 
and file of four hundred ; one half within the 
capital precinct, and the other half in what I call 
the pomoerium of the State: the intermediate 
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shall be allotted to the rearing of horses for the 
public service, and catde, to form magazines for 
war. 

The lots in the pomarium are 'intended for the 
children of the State, when they are of an age to 
settle and marry. As the colony is military, (as 
every colony ought to be, if they inteiKi to be 
free,) a constant exercised militia shall be kept up, 
but by annual rotation : for which purpose, the 
fifth part of the men fit to bear arms, from seven- 
teen to forty-five, shall be embodied for two 
months of the year, their manceuvres as simple 
as can be devised : but no substitutes are to be al* 
lowed, on any pretence, but absolute infirmity ; 
and even thc»e who are not embodied, shall, in 
their certain districts/ be obliged to assemble eve* 
ry week, practise some simple evolutions, such as 
marching in front, retreating and rallying by theif 
colours and all firing at marks. 

A standing small body of horse, and of artillery, 
shall be constantly kept up at the public expence, 
as these species of troops are not to be formed in 
an instant. An agrarian law shall be passed, and 
rigidly observed, restraining absolutely every 
member of the community from possessing more 
than five thousand acres of land, not only within 
the precincts of the community, but any where else. 
No member of the community, unless he comes 
into the world deformed, or too weak to Undergo 
the manly labours, shall be suffered to exercise 
Sedentary trades, such as taylors, barbers, shoe- 
makers, weavers, &e. &c. These effeminate and 
vile occupations shall be allotted to women, to the 
weak, deformed, and to slaves. Agriculture, 
hunting, and war, to be the only professions of the 
men ; to which may be added, the trade of smiths, 
Carpenters, and those which do not emasculate. 
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But as there is reason to apprehend, that a nation 
merely of warriors, hunters, and agriculturers, may 
become extreraely ferocious in their manners, 
some method should be devised, of softening, or 
counteracting this consequential ferocity : I know 
of tione equally efficacious with a general cultiva- 
tion and study of music and poetry ; on which 
principle, I would propose, that miisic and poetry 
should be the great regimen of the two most im- 
portant articles of government, religion and war ; 
all other good qualities might follow of course : 
for, without religion, no warlike community can 
exi^; and with religion, if it is pure and unsophis- 
ticated, all immoralities are incompatible. Music 
and poetry, therefore, which ought to be insepa- 
rably blended, are die grand pivots of a real, 
brave, active, warlike and virtuous society. This 
doctrine I am conscious may shock quakers, puri- 
tans, and rigid sectaristsof every kind ; but I do 
not speak to quakers, puritans, and rigid .-ectarists. 
At the first, and from the bottom of my heart, I 
detest and despise them. I speak to men and sol- 
diers, who wish and are able to assert and defend 
th^ rights of humanity ; and, let me add, to vin- 
dicate the character of God Almighty, and real 
Christianity, which have been so long dishonoured 
by spctaristsof every kind and comple:xion ; ca- 
tbolics, church of England men, presbyterians^ 
9nd methodists. I could wish, therefore, that the 
cc^nmunity of soldiers (who are to be all chris- 
tisuis) should establish one common form of wor- 
^ip, with which every member must acquiesce, at 
least in attendance on divine worship^ and the ob- 
servation of the prescribed ceremonies ; but this 
sp contrived as not to shock any man who has^ 
been bred up in any of the diflferent sects. For 
which reason, let all expositions of the. scripture, 
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and all dogmas, be for ever banished. Let it be 
sufficient that he acknowledges the existence, pro^ 
videnoe, and goodness of God Almighty ; that he 
reverences Jesus Christ: but let the question never 
be asked, whether he considers Jesus Christ as only 
a divine person, commissioned by God for divine 
purposes, as the son of God, or as God himselE 
These sophistical subtleties only iead to a doubt 
of the whole ; let it be sufficient therefore that he 
believes in God, in his providence, and in the me- 
diation of Jesus Christ, whether a real God, or 
only a diyinely inspired mortal ; for which reason 
to prevent the impertinence and ill consequences 
of dogmatising, no professional priests of any sort 
whatever shall be admitted in the community. 
But still I am of opinion, that a sacred order, or 
hierarchy, should be established, and in the follow- 
ing manner : that this hierarchy are not to be ex- 
positors of the divine law, which ought to be un- 
derstood by every member of common capacity ; 
but as the servitors, or administrators of the so- 
lemn ceremonies to be observed in the worship of 
the Supreme Being, of his Son, or missionary. 

The grand hierophant, pontifex maximus, or 
supreme servitor of the ceremonies of divine wor- 
ship, is to be chosen out of the community, and 
to be not under the age of fifty ; the principal qua- 
lification requisite inhim, to be sanctity of manners, 
a reverend aspect, but, above all, a distinct and me- 
lodious voice. A body, or rather chorus of under 
priests, is to be selected likewise, for their integri- 
ty of manners, and skill in music • for as all dog- 
mas, and of course all expositions, are banished^ 
superior learning, or what is improperly under- 
stood to be learning amongst the theologians of 
the modem world, will be so far from a qualifi- 
cation, that it will rather be a disqualifipation, par,. 
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tieularly als the ceremonies are to consist in poe- 
tical hymns of praise and thanksgiving set to mu- 
sic ; such for instance as Pope's Universal Prayer, 
part of the Common Prayen and many pieces se- 
lected from the Psalms of David ; for these long 
prayers with which all the churches of the differ- 
ent sects are infested, entering into such minute 
details with God Almighty, as if he was your 
factor in a foreign country, have been justly deem- 
ed by many wise men, not only tiresome, but im- 
pious impertinencies. 

Ablutions, such as arc practised in the religions 
of the East, seem to me to be really a diyine insti- 
tution. These Easterns wisely say, that a pure soul 
cannot inhabit a filthy body ; that a purified body 
is the best symbol of a clean spirit ; that it is in- 
decent and wicked to present yourself before your 
Creator in-a dirtier condition than you ought to 
appear in before an earthly superior. Admitting 
these figures to be hyperbolical, the institution 
certainly is extremely wise, as it contributes so 
essentiaJly to health, and the agreements of society. 
Baths, or little fountains, at least such as are in 
use amongst the Turks, to be established near the 
temples of worship ; and every communicant to 
wash his hands, face, feet and teeth, before he en- 
ters the sacred abode. The temples to be as mag- 
nificent as the circumstances of the society will 
admit. A grand religious concert of thanksgivings 
to be performed every Sunday ; and two other 
days in the week, we will suppose Tuesdays and 
Fridays, but shorter, and with less pomp ; for 
there is nothing so impolitic, as to make pomp 
andceremony too frequent-^they entirely lose their 
effect. The thanksgivings or hymns, therefore, 
on these common days, to be extremely short, 
but sensible and energetic : long prayers, such as 
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the morning service of the church of England^ 
with the addition of a long unmeaning sermon, 
hummed through the nose perhaps of a crop-sick 
parson, who can scarcely read his own writing, or 
the still more insufferable cant of the puritan 

freachers, must be the bane of all religion ; and 
verily believe there is scarcely any one person, 
if they had the honesty to confess it, man, woman 
or child, who would not rather suffer considerable 
inconvenience than go either to a church, or a pres- 
byterian meeting-house. In short, the ceremo- 
nies of divine worship must be made solemn, 
pompous and elevating — but we will quit the sub- 
ject of religion, and pass to the law. 

As an Agrarian law is to be established, and 
rigidly observed, restraining every member of the 
community to the possession of five thousand 
acres ; and as the children of both sexes are to 
inherit an equal portion (for this is to be a funda- 
mental maxim,) the most simple code may be ex- 
tracted, for civil cases, from the common laws of 
England, or from those of Denmark, which ap- 
pear to be excellent. K professional lawyer there- 
fore will be totally unnecessary ; indeed, I should 
as soon think of innoculating my community for 
the plague, as admitting one of these gentlemen 
to reside among us : all requisite knowledge of 
the law will be a common accomplishment of every 
gentleman. The Romans, in the ages of their 
simplicity, virtue and glory, had certainly none ; 
the same men were their consuls, pontifices, ge- 
nerals, and juris-consuls. With respect to crimi- 
nal matters, I would adopt Beccaria's scheme ; 
its excellencies have been demonstrated in the 
Tuscan dominions. When the present Grand 
Duke acceded to the ducal throne, he found Tus- 
cany the most abandoned people of all Italy, fiU 
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led with rbbbers and assassins. £yery where, 
for a secies of years previous to the government 
of this excellent prince, were seen gallows, wheels 
and tortures of every kind ; and the robberies 
and murders were not at all less frequent. He 
had read and admired the Marquis of Beccaria, 
and deteqnined to try tlie effects of his plan. He 
put a stop to all capital punishments, even for the 
greatest crimes; and the consequences have con- 
vinced tlie world of its wholesomeness. The 
galleys, slav^ery for a certain term of years, or for 
life, in proportion to the crime, have accomi^ish- 
ed what an army of hangmen, with their hooks, 
\irheelsandgibbets, could not. In short, Tusca* 
ny, from being a theatre of the greatest crimes and 
viUanies of every species, is become the safest 
and best ordered State of Europe. 

It is a known fact, that since the adoption Cf 
this plan, thece have been but two murders com* 
mitted : one by a little boy of eleven years old, 
in a stroke of passion ; and the other, not by a na« 
live Italian subject, but by an Irish oiEcer. But 
if we had not this example, and that of the Em« 
press Elizabeth, (who adopted the same plan, 
which had the same good effect) before our eyes, 
the inculcating an idea in a military people that 
death is the most terrible of all punishments, is 
certainly the most absurd of solecisms. Nothing 
great can be expected from a community which 
is taught to consider it as such. On the contra- 
iry, death ought, as far as human nature will admit, 
to be made a matter of indifference ; or, if pos- 
sible, (and I think it very possible, ) of comfort. 

I have often laughed at the glaring contradic- 
tion in the proceedings, in this article, in the Brit- 
ish armies, and others, in which I have served. I 
have seen two or three wretches who had the mis- 
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fortune to be detected marauding, or attempting* 
to desert, taken out with awful form, encircled by 
a multitude who had been guilty of, or had intend- 
ed to have committed the same crimes, but hap- 
pily had not been discovered ; the chaplain, in his 
canonicals, telling them how dreadful a thing it 
was for their souls to be divorced from their bod- 
ies, and to be urged on to the tribunal of their 
Maker, with these horrid sins on tlieir heads. A 
few hours afterwards, some desperate expedition 
ordered to be executed by the very men who had 
been present at the execution, who had comnaLit- 
tcd, or had intended to commk, the very same 
horrid crimes : and the ofiicer appointed to com- 
mand the expedition, as usual, harrangues the soU 
diers ; assures them that death is not a serious a& 
fair ; that, as all men must sooner or later die, it 
is of little moment when it happens. Thus it 
may be said, we blow hot and cold with the same 
breath. I am therefore absolutely and • totally 
against capital punishments, at least in our milita- 
ry community. Let the loss of liberty, and igno* 
miny, be inculcated as the extreme of aU punish- 
ments : common culprits therefore are, in propor- 
tion to the degree of their delinquency, to be con* 
demned to slavery, for a longer or shorter term of 
years ; to public works, such as repairing high 
ways, and public buildings, with some ignomini- 
ous distinction of habit, denoting their conditimu 
As to those who have been guilty of crimes of a 
very deep dye, such as wanton murder, perjury, 
and the like, let them be mutilated, their ears cut 
off, their faces stamped with the marks of infamy^ 
and whipped out of the State* 

I pass now to trade. — The persuasion that ex* 
tensive trade is the source of riches, strength, hap- 
piae&& and glory^ is perhaps one c^ the greatest 
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mistakesand misfortunes which modern societies 
labour under. Without doubt certain cities, both 
of antiquity and the present world, from their pe- 
culiar situation and circumstances, owed their ex- 
istence entirely to their commerce ; such as Tyre, 
Venice, and Holland : but I cannot conceive how 
a community of soldiers and agricultors, who 
have lands enough to cultivate, not only for their 
own subsistence, but in a great measure for others, 
should have occasion for what is called great and 
extensive commerce. I think, on the contrary 
that it inust emasculate the body, narrow the mind, 
and in fact corrupt every true republican and man- 
ly principle ; nay, I thmk it must destroy all sen- 
sibility for real pleasure and happiness. Let any 
man of taste pr sensibility associate only for a few 
months with commercial men, or reside in a com- 
mercial city, he will find their conversation duU^ 
languid, and stupid ; their pleasures confined to 
gross eating and drinking ; their only idea of mirth, 
to the roaring of some vile hoarse singer : and of 
wit, tothe story-teller of the club, or some wretch- 
ed punster, who lives on catches and crotchets* 
True music, elevating poetry, liberal history, and 
all polite literature; a competent acquaintance 
with ^ese, is necessary for those who have any 
share of the legislature : I mean those who are 
immediately entrusted with the executive or judi- 
cial powers. It is absolutely requisite to qualify^ 
every man of a liberal community for social con- 
versation* But although I object to professional 
merchants being permitted to reside in our govern* 
ment, it is certain that some degree of commerce 
or barter must be carried on, or agriculture and 
hunting stand still, and of course idleness and all 
its attendant evils ensue. 

I would thQr^qre propose^^ that on -the froutiei^s 
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of the State, at least once in the year, a great Jidr 
should be established, to which merchants and ped- 
lars of all sorts and nations should be encouraged 
to resort. This fair to continue three weeks or a 
month. 



AN ESSAY 

ON THE 

COUP D'(EIL. 

J[T is the general opinion, that the coup d^o^il does 
not depend upon ourselves ; that it is a present of 
Nature ; that practice will not give it to us ; in a 
word, that we must bring it into the world with us, 
without which, the most piercing eyes see noth- 
ing, and we must grope about in uttex darkness. 
This is a mistake : we have all the coup deceit in 
proportion to the degree of understanding which 
it has pleased Providence to give to us. It is de- 
rived from both ; but what is acquired, refines 
and perfects the natural, and experience insures it 
to us. It is manifest from the actions and con- 
duct of Amilcar, that he had it to a great and fine 
degree ; for he possessed all the qualities requi* 
»te for it, and in the greatest point of perfection 
jliat perhaps ever any general carried them ; as 
may be remarked in the Mrar of Eryce, ^and that 
of the rebels of Africa. 

Before I enter into the explication of the me- 
thod that should be pursued to acquire this talent, 
falsely thought to be a gift of Nature, it is neces- 
sary to define it. — The military coup d^ceily then, 
is nothing else than the art of knowing the nature 
and different situations of the country where we 
make and intend to carry the .war ; the advantages 
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ibid disadvantages of the camp and posts that we 
mean to occupy ; as likewise those which may be 
favourable or disadvantageous to the enemy. By 
the position of our army, and the consequences 
drawn from it, we may not only form with preci- 
sion our designs for the present, but judge of those 
we may afterwards have. It is alone by this know- 
ledge of the country into which we carry the war, 
that a great Captain can foresee the events of the 
whole campaign, and, if it may be so expressed, 
render himself master of them ; because, judg- 
ing from what he himself has done, of what the 
enemy must necessarily do, forced as they are, by 
the nature of the places, to regulate their move- 
ments to oppose his designs, he conducts them 
from post to post, from camp to camp, to the very 
point he has proposed to himself to insure victory. 
Such, in a few words, is the military coup d^osily 
without which it is impossible that a General 
should avoid falling into a number of faults of the 
greatest consequence. In a word, there are little 
hopes of victory if we are destitute of what is 
called the coup cPoeil of war ; and as the military 
science is of the same nature with all others that 
require practice to possess them in all the different 
parts that compose them, this which I treat of, is, 
of all others, that which requires the greatest prac- 
tice. 

Philopoemen, one of the greatest Captains that 
Greece produced, and whom an illustrious Roman 
has called the last of the Grecians, had the coup 
d^odily in an admirable degree; but we ought not to 
consider it as a gift of Nature, but as the fruit of 
study, application, and his extreme passion for war. 
Plutarch informs us of the method he used to en- 
able himself to sec with his own eyes, rather than 
those of other people, when he was at the head of 
armies. The passage deserves to be quoted* 
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•^ He willingly listened,'^ says the Greek author, 
^\to the discourses, and read the treatises of the 
philosophers ; not all, but only those which could 
aid him in his pursuit of virtue ; and of all the 

great ideas of Homer, he sought for, and retained 
lose alone which could whet his courage, and ani^ 
mate him towards great actions : and of all otlier 
lectures, he preferred the treatises Qf Evangclus, 
called the Tactics, that is, the art of ranging troops 
in order of battle ; and the histories of tlie life of 
Alexander ; for he thought that language was of 
no further use than its refer^ice to action, and that 
the only end of reading was to Icam how to con- 
duct ourselves ; unless we chuse to read merely 
to pass the time, or to furnish ourselves with Hhc 
means of keeping up idle and fruitless chat. 

When he had read the precepts and rules of the 
tactics, he did not trouble his head about seeingr 
the demonstration of them by plans on paper, but 
made the application of them in the very scenes 
of. action, and in open field ; for, in his marches, 
he accurately observed the eminences and low pla- 
ces, the breaks and irregularities of the ground, 
and all the forms and figures which battalions^and 
squadrons are obliged to take in consequence of 
rivulets, ravines, and defiles, which force them to 
close or extend themselves. In general, it appears, 
that Philopoemen had a very strong passion for 
Inarms; that he embraced war as a profession that 
gave greater play to his virtues ; in a word, he de- 
spised all those as idle and useless members of the 
community, who did not apply themselves to it." 
These, in abridgement, are the most excellent; 
precepts that can be givep to a prince, the general 
of an army, and every officer who wishes to arrive 
at the highest degrees of military rank. This is 
the only method; and, as the translator has very 



judiciously observed, renders the putting the pre- 
cepts into practice, on occasion, more easy thkn 
by studying the plans on paper. Plutarch accuses, 
and even severely censures Philopcjemen for having 
carried his passion for arms beyond the bounds of 
moderation. Mons. Dacier docs not fail to chime 
in with him ; but, both the one and the other, 
without well knowing what they say, have passed 
an unfair judgment on this great Captain ; as if 
the science of war was not immense^ and did not 
comprehend all others in its vortex ; and as if, to 
acquire a perfect knowledge of it, a long and labo- 
rious application was not necessary. Plutarch was 
no soldier ; his translator less so : it escaped both 
the one and the other, that Philopeemen was as 
learned as the greatest part of the Grecian ge- 
nerals, and that he applied himself to the study of 
philosophy and history, so necessary for military 
men. Why, then, be offended that a man should 
apply and give himself entirely up to the study of 
the sciences which have a relation to his profession?^ 
That of itrms is not only most noble, but the nwst" 
extensive and profound,; consequently it demands 
the greatest application. What this great Captain 
did to acquire the coup (Tceily is extremely neces- 
sary and important for the command of armies on 
which depend the'^lory and safety of the State. 

There is no doubt but that tactics, or the art of 
ranging armies in the order of battle, of encampi. 
ing and fighting them, is a most royal attainment. 
What could be the reason that Hannibal ranked 
Pyrrhtis king of the Epirots, before Scipio, and 
imn^edi^tely after Alexander, although the latter 
was certainly the ablest man ? It was, doubtless, 
because the first excelled all mankind in this great 
ptu-t of war, although Scipio did not yield to him 
vx this point, as he made appear at the battle Lama. 
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Hannibal was less practised in this branch than the 
two others. Philopo^men saw that the study of 
tactics, and the treatises of Evangelus, were of no 
use to him, unless he joined to them the coup 
(Toeily so necessary to the general of an army. His 
method always pleased me, and it is what I have 
ever practised iu my journeys, and in the camp ; 
for we ought iV5t to wait for the opportunity of 
war to acquire iht coup d^oeil^ but it may be learnt 
and obtained by the ext icise of hunting. 

To attain this science, many things are necessa- 
ry* Severe application tO/ our profession is the 
basis ; then a certdn method is to be adopted : 
Although that of this Grecian Captain is goods I 
think. I have improved upon it, or at least disco- 
vered that which the Greek authoi' has omitted to 
leach us more particularly. We are not always 
at war, nor is it to be supposed that we can render 
ourselves able by experience alone, on which in- 
deed, the capacity of the ^greater part of military 
men in these ages ih founded : it serves to perfect 
ms, but is scarcely of any use. unless tjie study 
of the principles accompany it; because, war 
being a science, it is impoi^sible to make any nro- 
grcss without beginning with the stiidy of the 
principles. Twf)-ages of perpetual war would 
scarcely suffice to fuwi^h lights for pur conduct : 
from the experience of facts, this ought to be 
Jeft to souls^ of. an ordinary stamp, -and more 
compendious methods be provided for great Cap- 
tains to moiint to the summit of glory, without 
being indebted for it to the capacity of others, 
which is not always to be met with*. It is^ then, 
necessary to study war before; wp engage in it, 
and to apply ourselves incessantly after we are 
^engaged in it. I have before said, that we ar^ 
«ot always at war i and I ra^jy add, th^t armies 
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arc not always draif^i together in a body, of in 
motion. They are for six months at least quiet 
in winter quarters ; and six months are not suf- 
ficient to form the coup d^ceil of wan It is true, 
that a great deal more is to be learnt in marches, 
in forages, and in the dificrcnt camps and posts 
which armies occupy: the ideas become more 
clear and capable to judge of, and reflect on, the 
country we sec ; but this does not prevent us 
from making use of it, by the assistance of good 
sense, on other occasions than when in armies ; 
or form refining our judgment and eye, either 
by hunting, or on our journeys :•— this I can speak 
erf from experience* 

Nothing contributes more to form the coup 
d'ceili then the exercise of hunting : for, besidee 
giving us a thorough knowledge of the coimtry, 
and of the different situations, which are infinite, 
and never the same, it teaches us a thousand stra- 
tagems and other things relative to war. But 
the principle is the knowledge of the objects that 
form the coupd^xU, without our being sensible of 
it ; and if we practise it with this intention, we 
ma^ with the addition of a very few reflections, 
acqtm'e the greatest and most important quaii- 
^ation of a geneial of an army. 

The great Cyrus, in givmg himself entirely up 
to hunting, in his younger years, had the pleasure 
of it less in view than the design of quaiifying 
himself for war and the command of armies. 
Xenophoi>, wIk) wrote his life, does not leave us 
in the least doubt on this head. He says, that this 
great man, on his preparing for war with the 
king of Armenia, neasoned upon this expedition 
as if the question had been of a party of hunt* 
ing in a mountainous country. He explained him- 
self thus to Chrysantes, one of his general officers, 
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whom he had detached into the roughest parts ^ 
and the most difficult vallies, in order to gain the 
entrances and issues, and to cut off all retreat to 
the enemy. *^ Imagine," says he, " that it is a 
chace we are engaged in, and that it is allotted to 
thee to watch at the toils, whilst I beat the country. 
Above all, remember not to begin the chace be- 
fore all the passages are occupied,, and that those 
who are placed in ambuscade be not seen, lest they 
should frighten the game. Take care i^ot to en- 
gage thyself too far in the woods, from whence 
thou mightest find it difficult to extricate thyself; 
and command your guides, unless they could in 
deed shorten the distances, to conduct you by the 
best roads, which, with respect, to armies, are al- 
ways the shortest." 

Whether or not Xenophon, in his history of 
Cyrus, has run into romance in order to give ui^ 
an abridgment of the military science treated histOr 
rically, is a matter of no great importance, pror 
vided that all it contains relative to this science 
be just and solid. His intention is to convince us 
that hunting leads us. to the knowledge of many 
things necessary to be known — that it is a becpmr 
ing amusement, and extremely necessary tclRiose 
who are either born to cQmmand or to obey ; bcr 
cause it enures us to bear the fatigues of war, 
strengthens the constitution, and forms the coup 
deceit; for an exact knowledge of a certain ex- 
tent of country, facilitates that of others, if ho^^but 
sees it in the slightest manner. It is impossible, 
although they are widely different, that there 
should no be some conformity tetwixt them ; and 
the perfect knowledge of one (says Machiavel in 
his political discourses) leads to that of another* 
On the contrary, those who are not trained in thi^ 
practice, have the greatest difiicuUy to acquire it ; 
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whikt the others, by a single glance of the eye, 
can ascertain the extent of a plain, the height of 
a mountain, the depth, breadth, and termination of 
a valley, and all the circumstances of the nature 
of the difiercnt grounds to which they are accus- 
tomed by habit and experience. 1 do not believe 
that any other author, than this I have quoted, 
has treated of this matter. The remainder is 
excellent : I shall beg leave to transcribe it, 

" Nothing is more true," continues he, " than 
what I here advance, if we may give credit to Titus 
Liviu5, and the example he presents to our ieyes iti 
the person of Publius Decius, who was Tribune 
in the Roman army, commanded by the Consul 
"Cornelius; againstthe Samnites. It happened that 
*thi$ General suffered himself to be pushed into a 
valley, where the enemy might have pent him up. 
•In this extremity, Decius says to the Consul, 
*Dori'tyou perceive yonder eminence, which com- 
mands the enemy ? This is the post that alone 
can extricate us, if we do not lose a single mo- 
ment in making ourselves master of it, as the 
Samnites have been so blind as to abandon it.' 
Bu^^forl^Decius addressed himself in this man- 
ner ro the Consul, he had discovered through the 
wood, a hill which commanded tl^e camp of the 
enemy; that it was steep, and of pretty difficult 
'access for heavy armed troops, but practicable 
^enough to the light infantry. • That the Consul 
ord#ed the Tribune to take possession of it 
with three thousand men that he had consigned 
to him; which having happily executed, the 
whole army fetreaftd in order to put themselves 
in a place of safety. That he ordered some few 
of his people to follow, whilst there was yet some 
remains of day-light, in order to discover the pas- 
ses guarded by the enemy, and those by which a 
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retreat might be made ; and he went to reconnoi- 
tre, dis)3^ised in the habit of a common soldier, 
that the S imnites might not perceive that it was a 
general officer who was on the scout .*' 

•* If we reflect/' continues Machiavel, " upon 
what Titus Livius. here says, we shall see how- 
necessary it is for a good General to be able to 
judge of ihe nature of a country; for if Decius 
had not possessed this talent^ he would not have 
known how advantageous the possession of this 
hill must have been to the Romans ; and he 
would have been mcapable of discovering at a 
distance, whether it was of easy or difficult access* 
When, afterwards, he had made himself master 
of it, and when the point was to rejoin the Con* 
sul, he would not have been able, at a distance^ 
to discover which posts were guarded by the ene- 
my, and those by which a retreat -was practicable. 
Decius, therefore^ must certainly have been very 
intelligent in these sort of matters ; for otherwise 
he could not have saved the Roman army by pos- 
sessing himself of this hill, and afterwards extrica- 
ted himself from the enemy, who had surrounded 
him.^' • ^ 

There are very few military men who ^^ ca- 
pable of drawing, from an historical fact, such 
observations as these I have cited from Machiavel : 
the most consummaie master in the profession 
could do no more* I am not at all surprized at it ; 
a profound and welKdigested study of histo^ ne- 
cessarily leads us to the knowledge of an infinity 
of things, which enables us to judge soundly and 
solidly of all. The study of ^litics, of which his- 
tory is the basis, is a powerful means of perfecting 
our understanding and judgment. 

The political and military discourses of this au- 
thor, on the Decades of Livy, are an immortal 
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work. I think them worthy the curiosity of all 
military men-^of beinjei; attentively read and well 
digested. His life of Castrucciom, one of the 
greatest Captains of his age, though not very much 
known, is not less admirable. It is every where 
ornamented with curious and very instructive facts; 
and filled with military reflections and observa- 
tions which few people are capable of making. 
So happy a turn had this man for the profession of 
arms, (excepting his book on the article of war, 
which does not do him a great deal of honour, al- 
though it is pillaged from Vegetius,) he is admir- 
able m alL He lived at a time when Italy was so 
agitated with tiDuble intestine and foreign wars, 
that we must not be surprised if a man of sense 
and Judgment, and learned besides, w^s equal to 
so noble a performance ; because, as he was on 
the scene of action, he had the means of obtaining 
ihe most excellent materials, and of conversing 
.with ofiicers who had served in these wars. 



A PICTURE 

OF THE 

COUNTESS OF 




. JL HE Countess has, what we see seldom united 
in the same woman, vivacity and tenderness, dig- 
nity of person and feminine softness. She is tall 
:ancr exquisitely shaped. She is of an amiable and 
commanding aspect. Her eyes are of the lan- 
.guishiDg English blue, but of the Grecian large- 
iiessand contou^ Her forehead is of a polish 
and formation not to be matched. Her lips are 
full and ripe, from which issues a breath which 
would create desires in age and coldness. Her 
ncek lis of sueh a colour and symmetry as to make 
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us curse invidious custom Sot preventing us ga- 
zing on the whole of so admirable a piece of work^ 
xnanship. Her skin is of a smootlmess that the 
slightest contact of it thrills through every pore» 
and be^ts alarm to a thousand wishes* Her per- 
son is rather ample ; but we could not consent ta 
its diminution, lest some grace or beauty should 
be lost. 

No man has seen her laugh ; but she smiles 
frequently. Her smiles seem rather to be the re- 
sult of an inclination to make those about her 
cheerful and happy, than of any inherent gaiety of 
disposition in herself, ^e has, at times^ a dash 
of melancholy in her countenance which is more 
becoming than her smiles. These shcMt symptoms 
of metanqholy I should attribute to her vacancy 
of heart, to her want of. some one object upon 
which she may fix her affections; a necessity 
which Nature has imposed upoiu Woman for a 
wise purpose — the perpetuation of the human 
race. 

She has faults ? but her faults seem to be ac- 
quired— -her virtues a native inheritanqg. She is 
so general^ that it almost amounts tocoqi4||ry. 
She makes too little distinction betwixt the men 
of merit and sense, and the foolish and undesery. 
ing. She can cruelly suffer the sincere re- 
spectful lover to languish without a glimmer of 
hope, and give eneounigement to the assured^ in* 
different coxcomb, who would boast of favours 
which she is, perhaps, determined to confer on 
no man. She has the appearance of being so 
satisfied with thes*e reptiles, that you would suspect 
her understanding, did not eveiy sentence which 
she utters correct this mistake. She may be accu- 
sed in this, of ingratitude towards her benefactress 
Nature^ who bestowed on her such uneommoa ta- 
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kiitSj not to be hebetated by the galimatiasof fools» 
but, by a proper application of her time, to be per* 
fected into mental endowments proportionable to 
her personal charms. She acts wisely in being 
cautious of a second marriage, as the great for- 
tune which she is possessed of, must render it diffi<» 
cult for her to dbdnguish who courts her riches, 
who iierself. But the man who shall be happy 
enough to obtain her, will do well to hurry his prize 
to some retreat from the great world, as the facili« 
ty which I complain of might create him much un- 
easiness ; for it is an eternal truth, that great love, 
and some de^ee of jealousy are inseparable. 
There thou nghteBt, O envied mortal! enjoy 
perpetual happme^ ; if candour, frankness, good 
nature, understanding and beauty could make 
thee happy. 

AN ACCOUNT OF A CONVEKSATION, CHIEFLY 
RELATIVE TO THE ARMY. 

OOME time ago, I made one of a company of 
officers, whose conversation was not confined, as 
is ^ much the custom of gentlemen of our pro- 
lession, to bucklesj buttons^ garters^ grenadier 
caps, or, what is little bctt^, the Jigure that such 
er such a regiment made in their puerile reviews 
fer the amusement of royal masters and misses^ 
great and small, in IfydeFarky or on Wimbleton 
Cihnmon ; our discourse fell upon the history of 
England, and the respective merits of the different 
historians* 

A yoyiig subaltern, who seemed to have great 
fire and sentiment, and with more reading than 
your^ subaltons are generally masters of, was ex- 
tremely bitter on Mr. Hume : he loaded him with; 
ai thousand o^obrHiQtf i he $ty kd him a^sophisti. 
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a Jesuit, a theistical champion of despotism, who 
had dedironed the God of Heaven, and deified the 
sceptered monsters of the earth. The young man 
was taken up by a grey-headed field-officer, who 
was so warm a partizan of Mn Hume's, that he 
leaned not only towards absokite (or in his favour- 
ite author's terms) pure unmixed monarchy, but 
visibly towards jacobitism. He ^okc of Gharles 
the First with an idolatrous reverence, and of all 
his opponents with the greatest horror and indig*' 
nation : this led him to a great deal of abuse oa 
Mrs. M^Cawley ; h© lamented that a composition 
of this nature was suffered to be published, which 
must instil the most damnable republican princi- 
ples into the minds of our youth ; that it already 
had diminished that respect to royalty so ncceis- 
§ary to be kept up ; and that the young gcnde* 
man who spoke last had furnished us with an in^ 
stance, that the army had not escaped the conta- 
X. gion — a most alarming consideration i as their 
disrespect to crowned heads was not manifested 
alone by opinions injurious to the royal martyr, 
but that several of them had frequently in their 
conversations declared their disapprobation^ of 
some parts of the present reign ; that such senti- 
ments, and such language, were not only repug- 
nant to the spirit of our military laws, but indecetrt 
and ungrateful in those who eat his Majesty^ sbread. 
This he uttered with so much emphasis, that the , 
greatest part of the company was terrified into si- 
lence ; and the young subaltern began to think he 
had been guilty in some measure of treason, and I 
believe would have prevaricated himself into 
other sentiments than those he had professed, had 
I not taken up his cause, justified all he had ad* . 
Tanced, and encouraged him to foster the noble 
principles he ^id imbibedt I demanded of our 
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veteran to explain his meaning in saying that we 
eat his Majesty^ s bread; whence had his Majesty 
drawn funds to teed so many mouths ? Were cof- 
fers of gold transported from his personal estates 
in Germany ? or, had he discovered in his gardens 
at Kew^ treasures sufficient for such pnidigious 
munificence ? Were thq officers of the army for* 
lorn and starving in the streets, without patrimo- 
nys relations and friends ; cut oiF by theu* coun- 
try, from all means of supporting themselves ; 
in a word, precluded from all the possibilities, 
presented to other members of society, of procu- 
ring a livelihood ? Had his Majesty found the 
whole body of us in this wretched desperate 
situation, and out of the vast benevolence of his 
soul, and at his own individual expence, without 
the least incumbrance to the nation, redeemed us 
from hunger and nakedness, fed us comfortably, 
clothed us in smart red coats, put swords by our 
sides, and erected us into the condition of gentle* 
men ? I said, if these things could be proved, but 
on no other terms, I would agree with the gentle- 
man who spoke last, that ive really did eat the 
kif\g^s bread, and that we were perhaps in duty 
bound to approve all his measures, and all those 
of his ministers, whether right or wrong, glorious 
or inglorious, salutary or pernicious.— But, on the 
other hand, if we considered ourselves, as we re- 
ally were, only as a class of one great free people, 
segregated from the rest into this distinct class, 
and subjected to particular laws nccessarj' for the 
maintenance of military order and discipline, with- 
out which we could not answer the ends of our 
institution, that is, the immediate defence of our 
mother cotmtry against foreign invader Sy and the 
preservation of our colonies and external posses'- 
sionsy the great basis and support of our commerce^ 
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eakh, and marine^ consequently our national im-^ 
portance and independance : I said the King might 
be considered, partly in the same predicament with 
the officers of the army, or the fleet, viz, a great 
servant of the community ^ or mass of the people^ 
ordained and subsisted for the public service ; with 
this difference, that each individual of the army, 
or fleet, contributed as a citizen, and one of the 
people, to his subsistence, as a soldier, or servant 
of the great aggregate, of which he himself, in 
another sense, formedapart; whereas the king was 
simply a receiver; in no respect a contributer; so 
that it might in fact be said with more propriety, 
that the king eat the officer of the army's bread, 
than that the officers of the army eat the king's. I 
confessed that his Majesty, as one branch of the 
legislature, and executive magistrate, was entitled 
to a very high degree of reverence from soldiers 
us well as other citizens, as long as he fulfilled the 
duties of his station ; but that still a higher de- 
gree of reverence and attachment was due to the 
freedom, laws, prosperity and glory of our coun- 
try, than personally to the first magistrate, let him 
fill his office ever so worthily. When it was re- 
membered, I added, that the present reigning fam- 
ily^ had been taken from a German electorate, not 
the most considerable, exalted to the head of a 
mighty empire, endowed with adequate revenues, 
tmd invested with the godlike powers of executing 
justice, but softening its rigours, of dealing out 
mercy, but restrained from evil ; I said*, when 
these things were remembered, should his present 
Majesty, or any of his successors, pervert the pow- 
er granted by the generosity and confidence of the 
people, to the prejudice or dishonour of the peo- 
ple, the officers of the army, no more than any 
other class of citizens, could not be taxed with in- 
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gratitude, or indecency, in censuring their prince, 
but the prince in furnishing matter of censure.— 
The old field officer began to soften : he confessed 
that his expression with respect to the officer's eat-. 
inghis Majesty's bread was improper ; but still in- 
sisted, that the army ought to be more reserved in 
their censure than any other order of men, as they 
seemed to be held in higher esteem by the present 
Court than any other order. In this again I to- 
tally differed from the old gentleman. I asserted 
ij^ was the reverse ; that the army had been treat- 
edthrough the whole present reign, both individu- 
ally, and collectively, with more. contempt and in- 
gratitude than in any reign of any age or any coun- 
try ; that the ill usage of the army had not been 
confined to the living, it had extended to the 
dend. To begin with Mr. Wolfe, to whose valour 
and conduct we owed the acquisition of a mighty 
empire, how irreverently had his ashes been treat- 
ed by government ! The nation had indeed grate- 
fully and generously voted a monument to their 
hero ; the nation had paid the money, but unfor. 
tunately his Majesty's nainisters were the. trustees; 
to this day therefore we sec no monument erect- 
ed ; the money raised on the people for this pur- 
pose, having probably been converted to the use of 
some Hying worthies, not very far distant from 
Westminster Abbey. But they were not satisfied 
with depriving the hero of these trophies ; they 
had piqued themselves in adding every insult to 
his memory. The man Who had served, or rath- 
er disserved, under him ; who had shewn activity 
^dnly it), embarrasjyng his counsels, impcdinghis 
measures, and labouring to defeat his purposes^; 
who had strained his hardbound wit to throw a ri- 
dicule on his conduct ; who, whenever he could 
find an audience passive and base enough to his 
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mind had poured forth torrents of abase^ and en* 
deavoured to raise a spirit of faction and mutiny 
in others, equal to that stirred up in his own breast, 
by the daemon of envy ; who after his glorious 
death, had not paid the slightest tribute of respect 
to his memor}'^, or of ceremony to his remains ; 
who had attempted to filch At^ laurels off the shelf ^ 
and put them in his pocket : This man, I said, had 
been loaded with the highest preferments, and the 
greatest honours, (if any thing which flows from 
such a court can be deemed honours,) which ottr 
court has to bestow.— -Let us next observe how 
the brave band, who conquered under him, and 
indeed the whole American army, had been recom- 
pensed, officers and soldiers. The first instanceof 
gratitude exhibited by our government, was the 
depriving them of their provision, without which 
it is almost impossible that an American soldier 
should subsist : the vast consumption of necess^- 
ries occasioned by the nature of that hard service, 
from clearing communications, building bridges 
and forts, but above all from transporting provi- 
sions, ammunition and artillery up the rivers, and 
the enhanced price of these necessaries, as they 
all come from England, by the freight and profit 
of the merchants, pirt an American soldier, al- 
though allowed provision, ' in a worse condition 
than aii European without it ; particularly when 
we consider, that an European soldier is paid 
for all king's or public works, which in Ame- 
rica was not the case. But ihe cruelty of this 
measure was not all : it was flagitious ; it was a^ 
breach of compact, at least with respect to a great 
part of that array — the volunteer drafts from 
England, the whole body of royal Americans, and 
every man recruited in America, were engaged on 
absolute express conditions of being allowed pro- 
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vimon. Travelling from North America to the 
West Indies, tbc tenderness of the present reign 
dbplayed towards the soldiery is still more striking ; 
the distribution of the plunder of the Havanna 
is so notorious that it would be impertinent to men- 
tion it ; but the motives of this distribution are so 
curious, that it is notdifficult frequently to recur to 
tibem. They were these : The Earl of Bute and 
his great adjunct lived in perpetual apprehensions 
of the late Duke of Cumberland ; the firmness of 
the man^ his known courage, his good sense, but 
above all his principles and attachment to the wel« 
tare and honour of his country, rendered him an 
object of terror to those who were determined to 
sacrifice every thing to the maintenance of their 
own power and authority—- after having revolved 
in their minds what was the most probable me- 
thod of softening this bar to their schemes into some 
complacency, it was concluded, that to win his 
favourite, was the plan of the most promising as* 
pect. 

The expedition a^inst the Havanna was at 
this tim^ resolved upon ; the troops and fleet were 
ifi readiness ; my lord of Albermarle was on this 
principle appointed to the command, and on this 
principle so enormously enriched at the expeoce of 
Ibe labour, health, and blood of the most noble 
deserving army that tht.s, or perhaps any other 
country, has been ever served by. His lord$hi|) and 
his family were indeed aggrandisied ; but the great 
views of the distributers were happily disappoint^ 
ed. The Duke of Cumberland persisted in his in- 
tegrity, and continued an honest zealous citizen# 
until the fatid maine»l when he was snatdhed away 
from his coutitry. I thiink4 without rant or exag* 
geration, it may be termed a fatal moment :«-'b& 
was indisputably a vahiablc true Englishiuan : he 
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had in the early parts of his life, through an over 
zeal for reforming the army from the miserable 
condition in which he found Uicm, projected schemes 
not unexceptionable ; but this must be ascribed to 
a deference which he paid to the opinion of men 
infinitely inferior to himself, both in virtue and ta- 
lents ; but in his latter years, his great and good 
qualities demonstrated themselves so fully, * that 
we may fairly conclude, had fate spared him, he 
might at least have checked the torrent of those 
bitter waters brok€ in upon us from their accursed 
source of Carlcton-House. — But before I take 
leave of America, I cannot help observing the ex- 
traordinary attention paid to the officers and sol- 
diers in the allotment of lands ; it would be end- 
less to enter into the detail of the royal or ministe- 
rial (for these terms have been of late so confoun- 
ded together diat it is puzzling todistinguish them) 
bounty in this particular; .1 shall instance one or 
two which may suffice for the whole. 

It had long been supposed that the island of St: 
John's, in the gulph of St. Lawrence, would have 
been a profitable possession. A set of officers of 
the land and sea service, laid out a plan for the 
settlement of it. They presented it to Govern- 
ment, and petitioned a grant of it. The grant 
was promised. The ofl^cers dangled from day to 
day for the fulfilli|ig of this promise. They were 
shuffled from the Admiralty to Ae Board of Trade, 
from the Board of Trade to the Admiralty, from 
an Egmont to an Hilsborough, from an Hilsbo^ 
rough to an Egmont, for the space, I believe of 
three years. Egmont accuses Hilsborough as the 
cause of this delay ; Hilsborough accuses Egmont ; 
his Majesty stands rifruter betwixt th^se two righ- 
teous- parsonages. 

The officers danced attendance u«til thev found 
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themselves on the threshold of a jail ; but at length 
it is decided-: The officers who were the original 
petitioners, got half a loU Mr. Touchit, or 
Touchat, (for I liave not the honour of know- 
ing how he spells his name,) some court surgeons, 
and every kind of court retainer who thinks it 
worth his while to hint that he Ivas no objection 
to an American possession> is gratified with a 
M hole lot. 

Another society of officers had solicited a grant 
of lands on the river St. Lawrence, which they 
undertook to settle ; this was flatly refused. 
- Another society solicited for lands on the lower 
parts of the Illinois, Ohio, or on tlie Mississippi : 
this was likewise rejected ; but from what motives 
it is impo$sit4e to define, unlets they suppose that 
soldiers invested with a little landed property, 
would not be so readily induced to act as the in- 
struments of the oppression of their fellow subjects, 
as those whose views are solely turned, if not re- 
duced, to farther promotion ; and if reduced, to 
full pay. And here I am afraid the understandings 
of our profession must appear dreadfully low, 
when they can be dupes to the hopes of promo- 
tion. 

Let them reflect for a moment on the mode of 
bestowing, since the pe.ace, the only commission 
which by military men can be esteemed objects ; 
I mean regiments, and lieutenant-colonelcies ; and 
I will venture to affirm, that not four of each 
have been bestowed on men who, in the opinion 
of those who have served with them, have the 
semblance of a tide. That the army on the En- 
glish and on the Irish establishment, and the fleet 
on the home and foreign stations, have been con- 
sidered by our court as the precious means of 
corrupting us from our duty as citizens ; that a 
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p?ea of merit in general, or an^ particular actios, 
of wounds, loss of health or limbs by a course of 
hard services, has been considered as a symptom* 
of lunacy. And I have heard say, our mcom^ 
parable Secretary at War values himself not a 
little for his humanity in not suing for statutes to 
confine the wretehes who can pu^ their extra* 
vagance to such a height as to m^ke these jrfeas. 
It will perhaps be said, that jobs are not the 
growth of this reign ; that jobs ever were, and 
ever will be," in a government like ours. But al- 
lowing jobs to have been, I cannot think iniqui^ 
is to be justified by precedent ; and surely imqui- 
tous precedents are very ungracefully quoted in 
a reign which was announced from its commence- 
ment to be that of virtuci purity, and righteous* 
ness. 

As to the army that served in Germany^ it is 
true they have not been so very grossly treated as 
the American. There were moments when Lord 
Granby would not cede to our gracious Secreta* 
ry at War. There were moments when> m% otnr 
ingenious court termed it, he was obstinate tind 
impracticable ; that is^ there were moments when 
he insisted on some regard being paid to those 
who had deserved of their country ; btit these 
moments unfortunately occurred but too seldom. 
His facility and complacence to the wickedness of 
the Court, preponderated over his natural love of! 
justice. In short, the patronage of the army was 
left to a Barrington, by whom valour, sense and 
integrity must naturally be proscribed, as he must 
suspect that no man can possess them without 
being an enemy to their contraries, which are the 
undisputed attributes of his Lordship. 

From this long digression on the obligations 
of the army to the jpresent Court, on the extraor- 
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dinauy esteem in which the military has been held 
through the whole course of the present reign, wc 
returned to our original topic, the merit of the dif- 
ferent historians. 

. I joined the young subaltern in his encomiums 
on Mrs. M*Cawley. I challenged the old field- 
officer to point out a suspicious authorFtythat she 
had quoted ; to produce a single comment which 
did not correspond with the facts. I asserted, 
that her inferences were fairly drawn from her 
premises ; and that there could not be. traced the 
shadow of partiality in the long series of her his- 
tory, unless a zeal for true liberty, and the rights 
of her country and of mankind, may be termed 
partiality. I asserted, that Hume was the reverse 
in all respects ; that he produced little, and that 
very suspicious, authority ; that his comments did 
not agree with his facts, the effects not deducible 
from the cause ; upon the whole what I said on die 
subject of James's history, and of the character of 
his &vorite Charles, wasso satisfactory to the com- 
pa^Yi that they requested me to digest wliat I offer- 
edy and to present it to the publio. 



AN EPISTLE TO 1>ATID HUME, ESQ. 
SIR, 

JIN reading history, nothing has so frequently 
shocked me as the disrespectful : and irreverem 
manner in whieh divers writers have spoke erf 
crowned heads. Many princes, it must be owned, 
have acted, in some instances not altogether as we 
could wish ; but it i» the .duty of every hpnest 
man, and friend to royalty, the gi^at source of hu - 
man happiness, to draw a veil over their weakness ; 
and if not; able entirely to justify some parts of 
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their conduct, he may atkast, by the aid of certain 
managed termsy and decent softenhngs^ in a great 
measure prevent the evil effects which a coarse, 
and I may say barbarous relation of facts is apt to 
have on weak and vulgar minds. The passion, 
prejudice, and party heat of several who style 
themselves historians, have, I make no dtobt^ 
been the principal causes of the numberless mur* 
murs, insurrections, rebellions, dethronements^ 
expulsions, regicides, which have disgraced the 
history of mankind, and more particulsirly <rf this 
infatuated countrv* 

On this principle, sir, you will readily believe, 
that the satisfaction I have received from your in- 
comparable History of the House of the Stuarts^ 
is of the highest kind ; that I have perused it^ 
and re-perused it a thousand times, and always 
.with fresh pleasure ; and that I ardently wish tne 
youth of our country were never suffered to read 
any other j a rule which I am cWmed to hear is 
observed by the most exahed personage in the 
kingdom, as well in virtue as in rank, whenever 
he condescends- to unbend his mind from his se- 
vere studies and occupations by dipping into the 
annals of his predecessors ; and it is to this rule,. 
perhaps, that we are indebted for the prodigious 
enlargement of his mind in s6 tender an age tlmt 
all Europe stands astonished at it. 

How complaisant, how gentle, how guarded^ 
how humane, how polite are your phrases, in hy- 
ing betoevisthe transactionaoftbtee good; though 
perha^ misguided, princes ! How calculated are 
yoit^ eovnments te n»t^ate the seditious spirit of 
the mad tntihitude ! H»d you written an hundred 
years ag0, I am persuaded jou woukl not onljr 
have prevented the growth of those hoisrUsfe 
opiniofis^ (aias! too f^retaknt^) that kdngs 2^ 
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not only respon^ble, but pumshable for their 
ddinquences towards their people ; that Chaiies 
the First met with no harder fate than he deserved, 
and that his two sons ought, in justice, to have 
made the same exit. I say, sir, had you written 
an hundred years ago, you might not only have 
prevented the growdi of such monstrous nodonst 
but, probably, have checked those furious princi- 
{des which ended in driving from the thrpne of his 
ancestors^ to the indelible disgrace of these nations, 
a prince replete with every rojral virtue. 

In short, sir, I am so much in love with the 
scheme of your history, I am so convinced that 
no task can be equally laud^e in a philosopher, 
an historian, and a gendeman, as to endeavour, 
to eradicate from the minds of our youth ail pre- 
judiees and prepossessions against the mem<Hy of 
deceased, and the character of living princes ; and 
by obviating the cavils and malice of republican 
writers, to. inspire mankind with more candour 
in judgii^ of the actions and government of 
Boverei^s, that I am determined to follow so 
bright an exan^dcy and exert the utmost of my 
jseal, skill, ^dabiKtieS) {indpod far short of yours,) 
to reseue from the uninerited odium under which 
they lie, two much injuried characters in history ; I 
jfxieaitthe Emperor Claudius Cap^sarandhis immiedi- 
ate successor Nero^ wl^SfcfoiUea and indiscretions 
Jbaxe been swelled up ii^o vices by the austerity 
aflidm^evi^^iice of Tacitus, Suetonius^ and others^ 
(^6 Rapifis, Ludlowiif, and M'Cauleys of those 
days,) who wrote under succeeding monarchs 
^t^^&nHf. fkvpi&f ; b^t asthe motives for such 
iiiruki^ procfjeding^^to'e now cea^d^ and as men^ 
tniftds ougtit. to be. « litde cookr, we may vei). 
t^i^ to ptcmoouc^ the disposition 4^ these princes, 
(though I dp not think they \ifere faulUoss^ or al^ 
together well-advised^) to have been good. 
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Should the'ungenerous and biggots in party raike 
a clamour, should they exclaim that its being a 
pander to despotism, and an enemy to the rights 
of humanity, the endeavouring to gloss over vices 
and enormities so manifest, as they pretend, by a 
concurrence of facts, vouched by the most authen* 
tic records, I shall conclose myself, sir, with your 
approbation, and that of the generous few who 
think with you, and shall flatter myself that the 
attempt, whatever may be the merit of the execu- 
tion, will recommend me, ,along with the Smol- 
lets, Scotts, Murphys, and Johnsons, to the no* 
tice of a Court which seems to pique itself m 
rewarding the champions and apologists of un- 
popular men and measures, in proportion as their 
labours are unsuccessful with the narrow-minded 
,public. Yours, &c. 



A POLITICAL ESSAY. 

On leaving school, I thought it right to get 
some acquaintance with the history of £ng« 
land ; for the school where I was brought up 
was guilty, in common with all other schools, of 
the shameful neglect of suffering the boys to re- 
■main in utter ignorance of the laws, constitution^ 
and transactions of their own country; some know- 
ledge of which is certeinly of more importance, 
^t least in a government like our?j, than the being^ 
able to scan the flattering versifycrs of Augustus's 
age. 

Rapin, accidentally, was the first Mstorian that 
fell into my hands* Notwithstanding hi$ length, 
I read him through with g^real attention, whidi 
was more particularly engaged ivhen I came t<v 
those p^s M^ucfa tj^eat of oul: several civil w^ffs: 
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but the great one of the year 1640, interested 
me more sensibly than the antecedent. And I 
cannot express how much I was amazed in finding 
the character of Charles the First so little agree 
with the notions I had conceived of him, from 
his being styled a martyr ; from the solemn ob- 
servance of the 30th of January, in order to avert 
the wrath of the Almighty for that horrible parri- 
cide ; from the epithets of good, virtuous, pious, 
Messed, which were perpetually bestowed on 
him, not only by the old house-keeper, the maid* 
servants, but by the master, usher, and all the 
dergy who happened to discourse on this subject 
ki my hearing. In the holidays, when we went 
home, my mother, grandmother, and aU their 
female acquaintance, rung the same iAmy ears. 

On the perusal of Bapin I was, therefore^ 
strangely puzzled and confounded to find this vir- 
tiious, pious, blessed, holy martyr, metamor- 
phosed into an obstmate, dissembling, perfidious 
tjrant; and that the men whom I had been 
taught to execrate as rebels, traitors, pairicides, 
should, for the greater part, appear the champions 
of the laws of their country and the rights of man- 
kind, fraught with truth, valour, integrity, and 
every attribute which can render mortal men the 
objects of veneration. 

I had no method of accounting for this, 
but by concluding my hk*orian guilty of the 
mc»t egregious partiality, that he must have mis- 
stated, or disguised the facts to an enormous de- 
gree ; for as to his comments, they appeared judi- 
cious, natural, and fair, allowing the facts to be 
justly stated. I desired all those whom I thought 
more knowing and wise than myself, to solve these 
difficulties. Some few of them averred that 
Chsoies was not at all better than what he was re- 
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resented by Rapln ; but fur the greater number 
^ assured me, that Rapin was a lying French Pres- 
byterian, partial, unjust, malicious, that no credit 
was given to him by men of judgment and know- 
ledge, and that he was never spoke of with com- 
mon patience by those who have any generous 
sentiments. They advised me, by all means, to 
go to the fountain-head of information on this 
subject, the great Clarendon ; that there I should 
see the facts rdated clearly and honestly, the com- 
ments sensible and candid, the causes and effects 
congruous, the spring of every action laid open, 
the views and characters of the actors painted in 
their proper colours by one who had himself play- 
ed a principal part, or, at least, seen every thing 
that had passed behind the scenes ; one, whose 
authority was incontestable from his character for 
• truth and integrity. 
• I accordingly procured a Clarendon, not only 
read him with attention, but studied him with ac- 
curacy : and, behold the result ! it was an entire, 
complete disappointment in every circumstance : 
instead of carrying the conviction which I expec- 
ted, it appeared to me one eternal periphrasis, 
subdivided into assertions without authority, child- 
ish ifs, without probable suppositions, and tortu- 
red inferences from mistated or defalcated facts, 
with endless begging the questions. The epithets 
candid, sincere j virtuAis, pious were very liberal- 
ly bestowed on him, whose cause he intends to 
plead ; and not a single instance of candor, sin- 
cerity, or virtue is given through the whole course 
of his history, unless excessive bigotry to episco- 
pacy and a spirit of persecuting all other protest- 
ant sects is to be construed piety. In shorty my 
aversion to Charles was rather confirmed that trans- 
ferred to the other party by the perusal of Lord 
Clarendon* I here discern<^d very plainly, why 
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the episcopal clergy should have made a Saiilt sind 
a martyr of him. His excessive attachment to 
their order, and the great sacrifices he made to 
them, are undoubtedly very substantial titles to 
canonization, and the crown of martyrdom ; but 
the zeal and reverence with which a multitude of 
others who are quite indifferent to modes of wor- 
ship, and some who seem desirous there should 
be none at all, still continue to speak of this prince, 
and the indignation and horror with which they 
speak of his opponents, I confess is with me a 
matter of wonder. I know very well, that the 
impressions we receive in our childhood sink deep, 
and that these impressions, whether we receive 
them from our nurses, grandtnother, or the par- 
son of the parish : whether they concern ghosts, 
or hobgoblings, a devil, or a saint, a tyrant, or a 
martyr, are with difficulty effaced ; but that those 
who have got rid of those narrow superstitious 
prejudices, should still retain, in their utmost force, 
their prepossessions with respect to their royal 
master is something supernatural. I have long 
endeavoured to account for this, and am apt to 
conclude, that it must be ascribed to the singulari- 
ty of his fate. A king tried and condemned by 
his own subjects is certainly a singular case, the 
singularity of his fate has created pity, and pity 
ever generates love and affection. The Marquis 
of Beccarb, in his incomparable treatise on Crimes 
and Punishments, is of opinion, that a communi- 
ty ought to punish with death such criminals only 
whose existence is absolutely pernicious to the 
community ; if his reasoning is just, a criminal 
king is almost the only criminal on whom death 
ought to be inflicted, as his existence, (if not al- 
ways absolutely destructive,) is undoubtedly high- 
ly dangerous to society. Tatquin was only ex- 
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pelled ; Tarqum's existence was nearly dea^ic- 
tive to Rome ; an eternal war and conspinicks 
within the walls which brought Rome into the ex- 
tremest peril, weredie consequences of the tyrant's 
existence ; and the death of the tytant simply un- 
less it had been accon^f>anied with that of hts apns, 
would not have injuked the tranquillity and secu- 
rity of Rome. 

On this principle, iBome of the Grecian States 
had laws levelled, not only against the lives of 
those who should erect themselves into the tyrants 
of their country, but enjoining the extirpation of 
their whole race; anddiese were wise and humane 
laws, because they were necessary for the good of 
the whole, for the sacrifice of a single family for 
the preservatbn of millions is indisputably huma- 
nity, James the Second was expelled like Tarquiu, 
but he and his sons were suffered to escape with 
their lives ; the consequences of their being suf- 
fered to escape were three rebellions, which not 
only threatened immediate destruction to these na- 
tions, but endangered the liberties of Europe. It 
is true, these rebellions wore defeated in daeir im« 
mediate purposes, but the existence of the Stuart 
race hath laid, too certainly, I am afraid, the seeds 
of our destruction. Their existence has fumishied 
the ministers of the familv, which was called in for 
our preservation, with pretexts for arming the fa- . 
mily df i>ur pres^r&ers^ with the means of de- j 
stroying us ; for it is impossible to suppose that 
tiie nation could have been brought to acquiesce 
in mortgaging the national property, without 
any visible national purposes, tmless they haA 
imagined that national debts were a socurily 
against the return of the dreackd Stuca^; aud it 
is impossible to suppose that the peojple could have 
been so far imposed upon^^aslosirfFertfaetrDqire- 
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^titatives to vote themselves septennial from tri- 
^iinial, unless they had been persuaded that a sep- 
tennial parliament formed a stronger barrier against 
the return of the Stuarts than a triennial ; and 
it is still a greater absurdity t6 suppose, that a 
tnajority of landed gentlemen, of really well mean- 
ing honest Englishmen, could be infatuated, to so 
^eat a degree, as to sit down contentedly under the 
establishment of a standing army, the gradual aug- 
nacntation of it to an enormous bulk, the inter- 
weaving of it (as may be said) into our constitu- 
tion, had not the spectre of the Stuarts return 
<?ontinually danced before their eyes. Hence, I 
think, without straining, it may be inferred, that 
the pecuniarry influence of the crown, septennial 
pairlSsnl^nts and a standing army, (which unless 
some great national calamity fells out to draw us 
back to our first principles, before the minds of 
<mr soldiery are totally debauched,) must inevita- 
bly end in the destruction cf our liberties j and 
perluips national kidfependence, have been tht 
fruits of our mistaken cruel moderation, insuffer- 
ing a single individuaf of the expelled femily to 
i^ffiain in exfetence. But to return from this long 
digression to the question, whether the singulari- 
ty of Charles the First's fate, tried and condem- 
ned by his own subjects is not one of the princi- 
pal causes of his memory's being treated with 
such tenderness and reverence. We will suppose 
a case: but first admitting Beccaria*s position to 
be just, that a commumtv ought not to punish 
with death any crimin&l whose existence is not ab- 
solutely fiemiciousy or highly dangerous to the com* 
munity ; and further admittmg that a criminal 
king is the only criininal whose existence can be 
pernicious or highly dangerous. We will suppose, 
then, that there should hereafter be formed a com- 

K 
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mumty, one of whose fundamental laws should 
be, that capital punishments should be confined 
to delinquent Icings alone ; that aU other delin* 
quents, let their crimes be what they will, -should 
sent iiito exile ; their estates, money andgood^ 
fiscated to the use of the community. I will 
iiture to affirm, that an hundred kings, less guil^ 
ty than Charles the First, put to death on the 
scaffold, would not fihock the humanity of the ten- 
derest nature. 

We will farther suppose, that after a series of 
years adherence to this law, they should at length, 
from a concurrence of accidents, on some very 
great emergency, deviate from it, and inflict the 
punishment levelled against royal delinquents 
^lone, on delinquents of an inferior order, I will 
vciiture to affirm that the spectacle, from its no- 

v€;lty, of a Jonathan Wild, a S h, or a * * ¥, 

dangling on a gallows, would affect the passers-by 
with impassion, and prompt their ingenuity to 
devise apolc^es for the poor sufferers ; though, 
previously to their execution, the whde. world 
had agreed on the transcendency of their fiagiti- 
ousness, the incorrigibility of their natures, and 
that no fate could be too severe for their merits. 
But, although the singularity of Charles's destiny, 
the prejudices fostered by the pious care of our 
iMir^s and the clergy, have greatly contributed to 
the false light in which his conduct, morals, and 
^si)cralx:haracter are seen, it could not have opera- 
ted so \yonderfuUy alone : the address and sophis- 
try of a succession of our corrupt citizens have 
been set at work, to co-operate in misleading our 
judgment and blinding our understandings ; and 
of this tribe the pre-eminence must indisputably 
be given to Mr. David Hume ; for the ^mpous 
annuity (as I think it may be termed) of Clarendon, 
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^hc more than priestly fuiy* of Carte, much less 
the pert patchwork of Smollet, or the drivelling of 
poor Goldsmith could not have wroughtany migh- 
ty miracles : but with Hume, the case is different; 
the philosophical, or rather sceptical character of 
the man, antecedent to his appearance as an histo- 
rian, and a speciousness of style render him so in- 
finitely more dangerous than his fellow labourers, 
that it is much to be lamented that some person, 
(for instance, a Lord Littleton,) eminent for parts 
and learning, has not thought it worth his while 
professedly, (but I would have it compendiously, 
for a reason! shall hereafter give,) to expose to 
public view the incongruities, artifices, and perni- 
cious intention of this sophist. But when I lament 
that no man of a superior stamp has set himself 
the task, I do not mean that extraordinary learning 
or talents are absolutely necessary : on the contra- 
ry, I think an attentive perusal must qualify every 
man df common sense full as well for the purpose, 
if W% could suppose that an equal degree of regard 
would be paid to him ; but it is certain, that the 
name and signature of a person in high repute 
gives to manifest eternal truths, greater force than 
when uttered "by a common or unknown writer, aU 
though the essence of truth cannot be altered by 
the greater or lesser reputation of him who utters 
it. 

It is true, a more effectual antidote to the poison 
of Hume's history cannot be desired than Mrs. 
M^Cauley's, if they are but read and compared 
together with their respective authorities ; but the 
misfortune is, the perusal and comparing of two 
so bulky writers cannot be expected from the la- 
ziness of modem readers ; and it is on the no- 
tions and principles of the lazy plass of readers 
that the present welfare of our country and the 
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fate of posterify, in a great measure, dc^nd., Irv 
fact, of what importaiiide would it be to the com^ 
munity, if those very few, who have inclinatidii 
and perseverance to work through volumes, should 
enlarge their minds to even the standard of an an- 
cient Roman, when the young nobility, gentry 
and men of property, who compose the lazy class^ 
still remain perverted, uncorrected, and uninfor- 
med ? 

For these reasons, I t)iink that some work so 
compendious as not to terrify by its bulk, con-. 
fined simply, and bearing the import of such in itsr 
title, to a refutation of Hume's tenets, and de- 
mon%tmtion of his partiality and pernicious prin>- 
ciples, would be more beneficial than a full com- 
plete body of history, digested methodically, sup- 
ported by the best authority, and animated by the 
noblest sentiments. But until some emiinent per^ 
son will be persuaded to take up the employment^ 
it is the duty of every common citiaen to exert 
whatever force he has in the common cause. 

A jealous spirit in the people, of those who gPr 
vem and the principle of resistance, form the 
palladium of liberty, particularly in a limited 
monarchy. An abhorrence of tyrants, or even of 
those who have a semblance of tyrants, (and it 
-will scarcely be disputed that Charles had a semb- 
lance,) is inseparable from this jealous spirit and 
principle of resistance ; whoever would extinguish 
tl:ie one, would extinguish the other. When w^ 
see, therefore, a junto of notorious court-retaii)ers, 
clubbing their laboiu-s to reconcile us to the de- 
spotic aaministration of Charles, to his duplicity^ 
to his breach of faith, and violation of the most 
solemn compacts, we may safely conclude, that a 
design is lodged to extinguish the necessary jea-^ 
lous spirit of liberty and inculcate the principles 
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. of non-resistance. It may be said, that a too great 
jealousy of liberty is equally dangerous with a 
two great confidence; that as the latter may 
plunge us into slavery, the former may into anar- 
chy. I should allow some weight to this objectioni 
if, in the whole course of our history, a refutation, 
in a single instance, could be produced of these 
positions ; that the spirit oflibertu is slow to actf 
even against the worse princes, ana exerts itself in 
Javour of the best with more effect than any other 
spirit whatever. I must therefore repeat, that the 
keeping alive the jealous spirit of liberty is a com- 
mon cause ; that a detestation of tyrants, or even 
-of those who lean to tyranny, is inseparable from 
this spirit; that Charles the First was a tyrant 
in principle and in action ; that those who la- 
bour to reconcile us to his conduct and character^ 
would destroy the spirit of liberty, and ultimately 
establish the principle of non-resistance ; that 
9 junto of mercenaries and court-retainers do Ia« 
hour to these purposes . That it is, therefore, the 
duty of every common citizen, who has the in- 
terest of his country at heart, to exert continually 
whatever force he has to defeat their purposes ^ 
oTy at least, weaken their influence ; for, in me- 
chanics, the smallest force continually applied. 
will overcome the most violent motions commu- 
nicated to bodies. 

Fro\n these consideraticms, I propose to offer 
to the public, hereafter, some cursory ^'remarks 
on Mr. Hume's History of the two first Stuarts : 
if they are well received, I shall continue them 
through the reigns of the two last. If they have, 
in any degree, the effects which I could wish, I 
shall think myself amply recompensed, the only 
recompence which I can promise myself. I cw- 
Qot hope fpr any glory from tlie composition ; the 
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little reading which a soldier can snatch up at in* 
tervals will scarcely qualify him to reap laurels in 
the field of literature ; and it will easily be belie- 
ved, that the sentiments which I avoAv, will not 
procure a place or a pension^ 



A BREAKFAST FOR RIVINGTON- 

Mr. H , , 

A.S Mr. Rivington has given the public to under- 
stand » that he dc«js not chuse to deal with saiy 
writers, but those of the most accurate and elegant 
kind, and who hav^ passed through a regular 
course of education ; and as I cannot flatter my- 
self, that I am one of this class, I do not presume 
j^o offer this little performance to him, though it is 
intended for his vindication ; but as I understand 
from the same authority, that you admit into your 
paper even the lowest tra^ I find myself under 
the necessity of applying to you. Mr. Rivington 
has, I know, like other great men, his calumnia- 
tors and enemies ;--r-envy and malice ever were 
^ittendant on exaked genius and merit. It is in^ 
conceivable, whatnumbers are endeavouring tode- 
^ tract from this wonderful personage ; how they 
strain their little wits to throw a ridicule upon his. 
talents, his style, his integrity , and even his erudi- 
tion. This laft^ one should imagine if any thing 
of human attainment can^ is unquestionable, as he 
has given such eminent and manifold proofs of it : 
hojvever it does not escape them. I found my- 
self the other night, (for as a studier of men and 
characters I associate with all sorts,) amongst a set 
of the most flaming &ctious enemies to all wder 
and government ; where the most respectable cha- 
racters of the age were treated with scandalous 
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freedom* Lord Mansfield was a Jefferies, Lord 
Bute a solemn empty pedantic Jacobite, and Mr. 
Rivington a ridicuk>us pragmatical slip-slop cox* 
comb : they said, that he had not decency enough 
for the porter of a bawdy-house, learning enough 
for a barrack washer- woman, nco* imagination siu^** 
ficient for a chri$tmas-bellman :*— that at the age 
of fifteen he was turned out of the blue-schod, 
wh^re he had beenbred^^s too incorrigible a dunce 
to msk^ a scj^vengef of ; Ih^t they had, by way of 
jgcijlar^xperiment^ for sonve time tried him in this 
capacity ; but that he al ways* in windy <lays, swept 
the dust i)p against the wind« By persisting m 
this practice he was very near losing his eyes, and 
that you may obs^rv^ they are stiU extremely 
weal^'frc^n its eSects. At thb. Sir, I own my 
blood boiled. I sa»d, th^ must be driven to great 
straits indeed, if they could object nothmg wor» 
to a gentlemw's, chmcter tban his h^vin^ been 
bred at a cbarUy schod ; for th^ it had been the 
easie of ^me o£ tlie most iltustrious men the na* 
lion had woduc^ i the lat^ Lord Hardwicke, 
and Mr. Prior, had been educated in the same 
m^n^er. Ajs to the st(»y of die weakness of hia 
ey^s,. procesedi^ from sweeping the dust agaiast 
the wind, I knevv it to be a falsehood ; for that it 
had been contracted, to my knowledge, by poring 
into a Johnson's dictionary of his own printing, 
late at nights, to find out decent poUysylables, of 
sufficient sound ajid dignity^ to dress up an ad- 
vertisement of Scotch herriogs, lumber and pick- 
led oysters. 

I asserted, that his compositions were incom- 
prehensibly fine, his language sonorous and musi« 
cal ; although, perhaps, he did not always apply 
words to their legitimate meaning; as who does in 
suchan immensity of business; and that he should 
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round a period with any bookseller in Christen- 
dom : That he was a Latin scholar, I thought must 
be allowed by all unprejudiced men, wh^n they con- 
sidered his numberless and apt quotations from Ho- 
race. Upon my mentioning his knowledge of 
Latin the whole company burst out into a hor^- 
laugh, which I thought was very indecent, and 
when the uproar subsided, demanded the expla^ 
nation. They insisted upon it, that he was so 
totally ignorant of it, that he did not know the 
meaning, por could he conjugate the verbs mentior^ 
nor raj&w/o, though he so generally practised the 
former and had so often experienced the latter : — 
that his patches of Horace were always furnished 
by his friend the Doctor — ^that when he had finish- 
ed one of his pieces, he always applied to the Doc- 
tor for a motto to dignify his performance ; that, 
for instance, the four lines from Horace, prefixed 
to his late Epistle to Mr. Sears, (wliich I really 
think one of the smartest things I ever read,) were 
pointed out by the Doctor ; and that a blunder 
whimsical enough had happened on this occasion^ 
though it was fortunately rectified in time for the 
press. . They related, that when he went as usual 
for his motto to the Doctor, the Doctor wrote him 
down these lines : 

While you alone sustain the weighty cares 
Of all Uie world, and hianage peace and wars » 
/The Roman State hy virtue's rules amende 
Adorn with manners, and witli arms defend f 
To write a long discourse, and waste your time^ 
. Against the ptSiUc good, wo«^*d be a crime, 

saying " Rivington, you may transcribe the Latin 
at your leisure, as you have Horace in your shop ; 
remember, it is the first epistle.'* Rivington went 
home vastly happy, but unluckily mistook the first 
satire for the first epistle. When the Doctor went 
to revise it the next morning, he found these lines 



iir 

very faiHy written — Qjaifit Maeenas ntnemoquam^ 
Sec. and under, the above translation* lihey ad- 
dedf that though the Doctor was that morning in 
an horrible ill humour, (as he had just been rca- 
ding the Biahop of St Asaph's speech,) he could 
not refrain from laughing : but, however, after 
baying bestowed some anathemas on the skull of 
his friend, he, for the honour of the common 
cause, took the pains to transcribe the lines with 
his own hand, to prevent any further blunders. 
They then proceeded to fall foul up^ his En- 
glish ; they said that when he first4^t up his 
press, and before he was under the correction of 
the Doctor, he used always to wj^ musketeers, 
musk-cat-ears — dragoons, dragons — battalions, 
battle-lions ; and that he really thought these 
strange things were made- use of in war; that all 
t|ie words ending in 4ion^ as JUigellation^ eeMig^'^ 
tion^ salivation^ words he is best acquainted with, 
he spelt wilb an sh. I hate the story they told of 
him, whkh, although I was cursedly enraged, I 
confess made me smile ; that writing to his niece 
who was going to be married to an eminent pawn- 
broker in St. Martin's L^e, he began his letter 
thus : *^ My dear Kitty, as you are going to be 
married, and are so very . young a girl, I would 
advise you, by all means, at least, at first, to act 
with a little cushion,^^ meaning it for caution. Now 
I would appeal to all mankind, who are nt)t to- 
tally blinded by party and faction, whether it is 
credible, whether it is possible, that a gentleman, 
who has from his cradle, been in some sort a re- 
tainer of the Muses, should be guilty of such 
gross, such ridiculous blunders. When I say 
Mr, Rivington has been a retainer of the Muses, 
I do not mean. Sir, in your paltry sphere, a mere 
dealer in indexes and title pages. No Sir, his 
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sphere has been more enlarged. It is riototioas 
that when he had finidied his studies, he was invi- 
ted into a society of eminent itinerary comedians ; 
I know very well, that his enemies give oat, that 
he only amputated- the luminaries betwixt the 
acts ; hut I could bring authentic proofs of bis 
distinguishing himself in some important chamc- 
ters. 

Februarys, 1775. 

A PAMPHLET ♦ ENTITLED, " A FRIENDLY ADDRESS 
'* TO A%L REASONABLE AMERICANS, ON THE SUB- 
♦* JECT Oilv OUR POLITICAL CONFUSIONS," GAVE 
BIRTH TO THE FOLLOWING PERFORMANCE, AD- 
DRESSED TO THE PEOPLE OF AMERICA. 

** JUPi twvoast fAmin hit broad cardinaPs Ao/." Shakespear. 

TO THE PEOPJLE OF AMERICA. 

A PAMPHLET, tntWcd J friendlt/ Address to 
all reasonable Americansj advertised and sold 
by Mr. James Rivington of New-Tork, b of so 
extraordinary a nature, that it is difficult for any 
man who is interested in the welfare of the com^ 
munity (whatever cont^pt he may have for flie 
performance) to remain silent. I know not whe- 
ther the author is a layman or ecclei^stic, but he 
bears strongly the characters of the latter : he has 
the want of candour and truth, the apparent spirit 
of peysecution, the unforgiveness, the deadly hatred 
todissenters, and the zeal for arbitrary /^ow<?r which 
has distinguishe&churchmen in all ages, and more 
particularly the liigh part of the Church of Eng- 
land. I cannot help, therefore, considering him 
as one of this order. 

The design of his reverence's pamphlet, is ma- 
nifestly to dissolve the spirit of union, and check 

• It IS said to have been writlep by the Reverend Df. Miles Coo- 
per, president of King's College, at New-York. 



119 

the /loble ardour, prevailing through the conti- 
nent ; but his zeal so far outruns his abilitesi that 
there is the greatest reason to think that he has 
laboured tolitde eflScct, His discretion seems to be 
still less dian his genius ; a man c^ common judg« 
ment would not so wantonly have attacked the ge- 
neral rei^iing principle and opinions of the peo- 
ple, M^om he intends to intimidate oc seduce out 
of their rights and privileges. For instance, I 
believe there are at least ninety-nine Americans in 
a hundred, who think that Charles the First was an 
execrable tyrant ; that he met with no^iarder fate 
than he deserved ; and that his two sons ought, in 
justice, to have made the same exit. 

To descant, therefore, on the criminality of the 
resistence made to that tyrant ; to aifect on every 
occasion, giving the tide of rebellion to the civil 
war which brought him to justice, is a degree of 
weakness which no man, who is not blinded by 
the daemon i|f Jacobitism could possibly be guilty 
of. But to preach up in this enlightened age, as 
he does, in almost express terms, passive obedi- 
ence, is a mark of lunacy, of at least it proves that 
the moment a head begin^ to itch for a mitre, it lo- 
ses the faculty of reasoning ; for if the principle of 
passive obedience is admitted, the gracious prince, 
for whom his reverence professes so great a de- 
votion, is a downright usurper, and the parliament, 
of which he speaks so respecfuUy, Lords and 
Commons, are rebels and traitors* 

The doctrmes he aims to inculcate are as fol- 
low : " Tliat the parliament has a right to tax you 
" withcHit your consent; that the duty upon tea is 
" no tax; that this duty is your only grievance; that 
*^ the cause of Boston is their own concern ; that 
" it is not your cause ; that the punishment of 
" Boston is a just punishment; that it is lenient ; 
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^^ that it is not equal to their crimes; that the Bos^ 
^' tonians are rebels, tnators, and pampered. &iia« 
** tics; that the Cc^igress are little betto*; that no 
" misconduct of administration can juatify or e3C-» 
*/ cuse open disrespect ;. that submission is to be 
^* paid to the higher powers, whatever character 
*^ they be ; that an apostle enjoined submission to 
'* the tyrant Nero ; that, of aJl people under hea- 
** ven, the kings American subjects have the least 
" cause for Complaint; that the present confusion 
** of the Colonies has been occasioned by false 
^* alarms ; ^at none of your legal rights have been 
" invaded ; no injury has been done you ; and^ 
^* consequently, that you can never be justified it! 
" resenting that of which you have no reason to 
*^ complain ; that you are no judges of the rights 
"of Parliament; that the Parliament ottght to 
" act according to their own ^udgmcnt^ not accor- 
^'ding to yours, even in things which concera 
^* you principally or solely ; that the]j^ assert they 
" have the right in question ; that you have never 
^' proved thpy have not ; tliat you have always be- 
*' lieved or allowed they have, until the present 
'' occasion ; that the ^ebec Bill is a just and 
'^ constitutional bill ; that the Canadians are likely 
** to prove the best and most loyal subjects in his 
"Majesty's American dominions; that there is 
" too much reason to believe, that the minds of 
" the Americans are unprincipled, and their hearts 
" disposed for rebellion ; that since the reduction 
" of Canada, they have been bloated with a vain 
" opinion of their own power and importance ; 
" that the island of Great Britain is able to govern, 
^^ (that is to dragoon,) ten Americans ; that the 
*' moment it is known that America is no longer 
under the protection of Great Britian, all the 
nvaritime powers of Europe would join to ra- 
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'* vage your sea-ports, plunder and seize your 
** ships, merely for the pleasure of ravaging;* 
** that all the maritime powers of the world would 
** not dispossess Great Britain of the empire of 
** the sea, even when America is separated from 
" her/' Now I challenge the world t6 produce 
so many wicked sentiments, stupid principles, au- 
daciously false assertions, and monstrous absuf- 
dities, crouded together into so small a compass. 
All his positions, indeed, are so self-evidently ab- 
surd and false, that it would be an insult to Ameri- 
can understanding, seriously to attenipt refuting 
them. I shall only beg leave to take notice of the 
curious argument he uses to prove the duty on tea 
to be no tax, it is, that unless we consent to the tax^ 
Tve are not to pat/ the duty; we may refuse pur^ 
chasing it if we phase. The same logic would 
demonstrate that a duty on beer, candles, or soap 
would be no tax : as we arc not absolutely obli- 
ged to drink beer, we may drink water ; we may 
go to bed before it is dark, and we are hot forced 
to wash our shirts* His assertion that <ireat Bri- 
tain, when divorced from her colonies, will still 
hdd the empire of the seas, in spite of all the 

*Tbi8 is perhaps the mostpreposterous idea that ever vaa hatch- 
ed in a distempered brain. America (more particularly since the 
distractions in Poland have taken place) has been the great grana- . 

3^', or cclla pennria of Europe. Is it possible to conceive, that the 
ifferent maritime powers should -unite to deprive themselves of the 
chief means of subsistence, merely for the fan's sake ? Is it not 
more natural to suppose, tliat they would outbid each other for 
your friendship and commerce, on which so much depends ? When 
the Low Countries withdrew themselves from the dominion of 
Spain, <Kd England, France, and the other powers, immediately set 
about ravaging their sea-ports and seizing tlieir ships ? Did they 
not, on the contrai-y, exert themselves, directly and indirectly, to 
assist them? The case is similar ; the event would be similar, and 
that Great Britain would not be powerful enough at sea, when sepa- 
rated from her Colonies, to prevent this assistance, I shall refer my 
readers to Massie's Estimates, the authority of which has never been 
disputed, and which demonstrate that more than half the naval'jtow- 
er of Great Britain stands or her American foundation. 
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powei^s of the world, is still more ingenious. It 
amounts to this, that without the possible means of 
procuring timber^ iron^ planks masts ^ pitchy tar^ or 
Jiempy to furnish out a single frigate^ they may 
buila more skips than all the world put together ; 
that when her nursery for seamen is destroyed, and 
all the commerce on which the existence of seamen 
depends is annihilated^ they will then be able to 
man more fleets than the whole universe put to* 
gether. oxxt I am ashamed of trespassmg on the 
public patience, in making strictures on such ridi- 
culous articles, I shall therefore pass to some ques- 
tions which have not been so much agitated, and 
on which, if I mistake not,his Reverence lays the 
greatest stress ; for, as he modestly declares, that 
he has no opinion of your courage, it was natural 
for him to consider intimidation and terror, as the 
most powerful figures of rhetoric. Regular ar- 
mies from Great Britain, Hessians^ Hanoverians, 
royal standards erected, skilful generals, legions of 
Canadians, and unnumbered tribes of savages, 
swords flaming in the front and rear, pestilence, 
desolation, ana famine, are all marshalled in a most 
dreadful order by this church militant author. But 
let us somewhat minutely examine the picture, and 
see whether, stripped of its false colouring, it has 
any thing really terrifying. His Reverence begins 
with assuring us, that there is no room to doubt 
but that such an army as was employed in the re- 
duction of Canada (that is, an army of 7000 men) 
would be more than sufficient for the conquest of 
all the disaffected American colonies, which are, m 
fact, all tlie colonies, should such a resolution be- 
.come necessary in order to reduce them to obedi- 
ence* For my own part, I think there is verj'^ great 
reason to doubt that 7000, even of the best troops, 
jare able to conquer 200,000, of the most disor- 
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derly peasantry upon earth, if they are animated 
in defence of every thing they hold most dear and 
sacred ; and there is still greater reason to doubt 
that 70(X) very indifferent troops, composed of the 
refuse of an exhausted nation, few of whom have 
seen action of any kind, slwuld be able to conquer 
200,000 active vigorous yeomanry, fired with the 
noble ardour we see prevalent through the conti- 
nent, all armed, all expert in the use of arms, al- 
most from their cradles. The success of Quebec, 
it is true, does infinite honour to the English arms; 
the army was, I believe, only 7000 ; the enemy 
were perhaps morethan double, but 16,000 men 
are notS00,000. The fate of Canada depended 
yipon on^ decisive action, but it is impossible to 
calculate how many victories must be gained be- 
fore these Colonies could be subdued ; whereas 
a single victory gained by the Colonies must de- 
cide the contest in their favour. In the alfeir of 
Quebec, there is another circumstance to be con* 
sidered ; it was Wolfe who commanded, a man of 
the most wonderful talents, formed to level all dif« 
ficultieS, to render the most despicable soldiery al- 
most instantaneously an army of heroes* In short, ' 
the genius of the man was Bdextrdordinary, the 
event was so extraordinary, that no inferences can 
be drawn from it ; but this, without presumption^ 
may be asserted, that no general, now existing in 
the British service, would, ivkh double or treble 
his nuitiber, have succeeded in the same circum- 
stances. • > .' 

One thing more 1 musta^dinhonour of tl^at 
illustrious personage, that the same greatness of 
soul which qualified him to conquer the natural ^ 
hereditary enemies of thii^ country, would hkve 
made him reject with horror the.h&hgman's office \ 
which others, who aretltot endowed ^ith conquer- 
ingattributes, mil, with readiness, accept. 
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daUe they must be indeed ! There would resort to 
k ; tat me see, for the respectable town of Rye, 
have declaied themselves a kind of neutrals, ra^ 
therthan friends io government ; there wouldre- 
sort to it,. Mr.: Justice Sewell, the honourable Mn 
Paxton, Brigadier Kuggles, and about eight or 
ten .more mandamus council-men, ivith perhaps 
twice their number of expectants, and not 4ess 
than, twenty of the unrecantcd Hutchinsonian ad- 
dressers : these the four [wovinccs of New Eng. 
land alone M^oald send forth* New York ivould 
Auniah six, seven, or probably eight vohiiiteera, 
frotn a certain knot, who are in possession or es^ 
pectation of contracts, and the fourth part ofia 
frozen of high-flying Church of England Roma- 
msed priests. I represent to my^lf .the formida- 
fade'couhuenance tbby will make, when arranged 
tuader the royal or minisceiual standard ; but what 
will add Ao the terror of the appearance. will be 
their Reverend Pontifiexhimself, whom I conceive 
marching in the front, an inquisitorialfrown upon 
his brow, his bands and canonicals floating to the 
air, bearing a cross in bis hands, with the tremen- 
>dou6 motto, m hoc signo vinces^ flaming upcm it in 
capital letters c^ blood, leading them on and exci- 
'ting Ahem to victoiy^' It is impossible that men, 
wiha are not under an infatuation by the judgment 
0fif Heaven, should flatter themselves, thart forty 
thousand American yeomanry ; for we are assur 
ned by the same great authority, that nciore than 
forty thousand cannot be brought to action, should 
^tand the shook of this dreadful phahnx. 

. But I should beg /pardon for attempting to be 
leidicrous, upon a sutriect which dem^yads our 
utmost indignation* 1 shall now, therefore^ on 
tte presumption tbatthe people of Engknd shou^ 
be so: lost to;sense, virtue, and spirit, astosu^ 
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their profligate mis-rulers to persevere in .tbcir, 

preseBt measurjcs/ endeavour to ^ate to you what; 

is their force^ apdiyhat isyours« I Ui^l j endeavovir * 

to remove the £^se terrors which ^tbis writer would 

hold out in order tp intiipiidi^te you from the de« 

fence of your liberties s^id tho^e of posterity, that* 

he and his siniilars may wallow in siBe6uFes and,* 

benefices heaped up frona the fruits of your labour 

suid industry. Great Britain . h^.s». t believe, of^, 

infantry at home, c?n>prpbei>4i|^ ir<jta#i^ 

elusive of tli£jguards» (fifteen thousai^d mien^ They 

$nd the greatest difficulty in keepii)gjlic.regiQ)eut9 

up to any thing near their establisl^n^ent s wjaiati 

they ^e able to procure ar/C of the worst ^qtJU' 

They arc^omposedojf tibenaost debauched weavei!$» 

apprentices, the scum of the Irish Roman Ca^thp*. 

lies, who desert upon every occgsiop, and 4 few 

Scotch, who are not strong enough to carry pa<>k9« 

This is no exaggeration li-^hose wftp have beeu) 

lately at Boston, represeutth^, soldiers there (one cfir> 

two regiments excepted) ^ f^U ^fciJtive W.siieii 

and apparently in 3t^ii>gth« !^ptfW^ r^Uall be^ld 

they are still ^regi^^laji:^ ancj regulars have an iwc-i 

si;&tible aflvantags?, Tlicre is, ^perhaps, moreitn* 

positioni ifi the lerra regplar prffop^^ than ifi ftny, 

of the jargon which issues from, the.moythrOf ^ 

quack doctorj ^ ^o noti^ean to in^nu^ei^tAilitfi' 

disorderly, j^qb are eujaaj. to .a ^r^iu^d 4\$filjpi\md. 

body, of m,en ; ;,but I me^, that all the e^96trti^l9» 

necessary to form iiif^ry for real service^ may be 

acquired . in a few mqnths*. . I mea5\,.,;tlii^ it is* 

ced^ Ahan the {Prussian .2^'iny. They s^ lOf^mpoa^'of a^ut oba^. 
ihifd of the Kind's subjects, t^Q-thYr4s fbrei^ersr. The third con- 
oiiting.of hiaoirn tubj^t^ ate; When ^th? «z^iiei«tng^:ftteeson ts ovietv 
which last^ six or ^even wei^s. suffered to return to tbeir^amilic^^A 
iind attfcnd^tothfe huBineiTB'of "htfsbHd^^^^ pth^r t^^o^ 

tfairds/'consistlQjr^f'fbreigihfer^, ire n^Mfy permit^d, .^^uteiicgjiif-; 
aged to wo A atoheirtradfea in the garrison towns, 4>idiiever tpucb 
a musket for the rest of the year. So thatj in fact, only one-thli'd' 
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very possible for men to be clothed in red, to be 
expert in all the tricks of the parade, to call them- 
selves regular troops, and yet, by attaching them- 
selves priijcipally or solely to the tinsel and ^how of 
war, be totally unfit for reAl service^.- This, I am 
told, ia a good deal the case of the present British 
infantry. If they can acquit themselves tolerably 
in the puerile reviews, exhibited for the amuse- 
ment of royal masters and misses in Hyde Park, oil 
WlttlbtedoB Common, it is suiEcient. 

In the beginning of the late war, some of the 
most ^esteemed regular regiments were sent over to 
this country ; they were Well dressed, they were 
well powdered, they were perfect masters of their 
man tial exercise, they fired together in platoons^ 
but fiitAlexperience taught iis, that they knew not 
how to fight. While your militia were frequently 
crowned with success, these regulars were defeated 
or baffled for three years successively, in every part 
of the Condnent; At length, indeed, after re- 
potted losses aiid disgraced^ they became excellent 
troops, but Hot until they had absolutely forgotten 
every thing whiclv, we are as$pred^ must render re- 
gulars quite irresistable. Tlie corps sent from this- 
eountty under General Monkton, was, I believe^ 
for its ' mMnber, one of the best armies that ever 
washed to ooftquest ; and^yet, if I have been rightly 
ihformcid, thiere was not ^ single regiment: of them 
that could go through tlic manual exercise^ or, at 
best they performed it most wretchedly. It is 
tikewis^ said, that when, after their glorious and 
rapid conquest of Martkticoy they were joined by 
the' sprticp regiment? from Europe, Such was their 
uncooth appearance, tliat they r were scarce honour- 

sr'e, in tho modern Ismgiiage to be; cane4 regular soldier*: these 
^nerally ipak^ their escapeyChe first opportunity. It may be said, 
uierefbrc, fhat the Kingof Pr us j^. has gained alibis victorief IKith 
a sort of mnitia. ^ . .... 
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ed with the title of soldiers by those gentlemen. 
Upon the whole, it is mo$t certain tliat men may 
be smartly dressed» keep their arms bright,, be call- 
ed regulars, be expert in all the anticks of a re- 
view and yet be very mifit for real' action. It is 
equally certain, th^t a militia, by confining them- 
selves to essentials^ by a simpiincation of the ne- 
cessary manoeuvres, may become, ia a very few 
months, a most fornolidable infantry. The yeoman- ^ 
ry of America have, besiides, infinite advantages; 
over the peasantry of other countries ; they are ac- 
customed from their infancy to fire arms ; they are 
expert in the use pf them : whereas the lower and 
middle people, of Ewgtend, are, by the tyranny of 
certain laws, almost ae ignorant in the use of a mus» 
ket, as ^hey are of the ancient catapulta.. The Ame- ' 
cfius are likewise, to a ^ian,«kilCi^ in the man-^ 
agementofthe instruments necessary for, all mir. . 
litary works ; such as spades^ pick-axes, hatchets, * 
8tc. Taking, therefore, all circumstances into con- 
sideration, th^re will be no rashness, in affirm--^ 
iilg,, that thi§ contipent mswy . Jj^ye farmed for ag- . 
tion., in diree or four mpnths,. one hundred thou- ^ 
saijd infivatry ; for as to the gssqrtion of one friend-' . 
ly^kdyiser, that nofnore than forty thousandcouldact 
to ^advantage, I.cpnft^ss Ido npt understand it, nor 
does he, I believe, understand it himself. If.he , 
means that. sixty thousand men c^inot he ranged 
ina fidd, capable -of €i(dntakiing. only forty thou- 
sand^ Iv^ shall aH agree with him ; /but hovr, in 
the operation of a war, upon< a vast cpntinent, > 
double this numlj^r should be a disadvantage, J; 
can have no conception.. . 

Let one simple general pkn be adopted for the 
formation and SiyhdWision of your ' qftttallions ; 
let them be instructed only in so nluch of the 
manijgd .^erpse^asjb prevent pqitfusibh, and ac- . 
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cidents in loading and firing ; iet them be taught 
to fbrm, to retreat, to advance, to change their 
front, to rally by their colours; let them be taught 
to reduce themselves from a* line of fire to a line 
of impression, that is, from two deep to four, six, 
or eight. This is all so easy and simple, that it 
niay be acquired in three months. Let some plan 
of this sort be adopted, I say, and there is no 
doubt but tliat, in the time I liave ascribed, you 
may have an army on foot of seventy, eighty, or 
an Hundred thousand men, equal to all the services 
of warl 

Should this be admitted, it will bie stilt objected 
that you have no able officers^to -conduct you. I 
do not khoW' that yoii have, but* is it certain that 
those se nt to ' dnfgoon you hkv& better ? I have 
takeii soniepains to inform myself what methods ' 
these gentlemen, said to be bred to arms, take to 
qtialify themselves ina* superior degree for the pro- 
fession. What rs their rotine of instruction? Do 
they read much ? I am assured that they do not. 
Froni Books' alone the theory of vt^ar can be ac- 
quifed, and the English service in time of peace, 
affords thcnl no practical lessons! for mbuntinjf 
guard once or twice a week, or the preparation for 
' the review of a single regiment, can never be es* 
teem<^d as such.* ' ' 

• It is much to be lamented that the gentlemen of the army do 
not apply more of the many lexBure hours they have U|ioii their bands . 
i^o rjeadki^. The mjuoriiy of them are of a generous dispositioa 
which did they cultivate, by conversing witl^ the gr^at bistdrioni 
and orators of aiiti(|uity, and Ihe more liberal political writers of 
our own country, ^ standing army would 1^: something less an ob- 
ject of jealousy to all virtuous citizens. We might perhaps sec 
them, instead of being advocates and partizans of the present min* 
istry^ a check upon theij wickedness. I am inclined to think that 
few, or none of tte officers have condescended to inform themselves 
of the merit of the present contest. Let me conjure them, fat 
oii^e, to read coolyand candidly the whole procesis j afterwiu^ds to 
lay their hands upon their hearts, and answer, whether the people 
of America in general, and of Bostob in particulftr, are more ainnei 
»Sr^nst, or tinning ? 
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Another circumstance, American^, may be ad- 
ded for your comfort; it has been allowed by 
some of die most candid of the regulars them- 
selves, that during the last war upon this conti- 
nentj your country men, the provincial field offi. 
cers, were in general more understanding and ca- 
pable than their owq of the same rank. But the 
history of the civil war in the year 1641, furnishes 
us with the strongest instances that excellent offi- 
cers may be soon formed from country gentlemen, 
citizens, lawyers, and farmers. The parliament's 
army, or, as our priestly writer would call themi 
the rebellious republicans, were chiefly composed 
of this class of men. In the beginning of this 
war, they ^ere treated with the same affected con- 
tempt, and almost in the same opprobrious terms 
as you, the people of America, are by your friend- 
ly and decent adviser. 

Whoever would infer from the tenor of these 
papers, that the writer is desirous of precipitating, 
or could look with indifference upon the calamities 
of a civil war, does him great injustice. He con- 
siders them with all the horror natural to a feel- 
ing man and honest citizen. He execrates the me- 
mory of those men, to whom they may be justly 
attributed ; but he is prersuaded that they never ori- 
ginated, at least in states of any considerable ex- 
tent, in the turbulent dispositions of the peoplfc, 
jior in the arts of demagogues, but in the oppres- 
sion of their rulers, in the wantonness, folly, pride, 
or avarice of kings, ministers, or governors. The 

Now I am upon the sjubject of Ui« officers of the army,. I take 
Uie opportunity of mentioning, with .the respect due to him, one 
' gentleman of high rank among them. His 'general comluet while 
in command ivas so iiberaji» and his letters quoted in the House of 
Commons, were so fair, candid, and friendly to the Continent that 
lie is entitled to the thanks of America. He is indeed of a country 
that owes not only its prosperity, but its cKistenc^ to the same 
principles, which actuate America. 



Grislers of Switzerland, the Granvels of Holland, 
the Lauds and Straffords of England^ were Ute: 
undoubted authors of the tragedtesy acted in their 
respectiye countries ; and if this continent should 
be stained with the blood of a single citizen, it 
can never be charged to the unreasonable preten- 
sions of the people, but to the Bamards, Hutchin- 
sons, and some othertndtors of a similar stamp. 

He is convinced, that being prepared for a civil 
war is the surest means of preventing it ; that to 
keep the swords of your enemies in their scab- 
bards, you must whet your own. He is convinced, 
that remonstrances, petitions, prayers, and suppli- 
cations, will make iio impressions on our callous 
court, and abandoned parliament. England, Ire- 
land, America, even Guernsey, Jersey and Minorca, 
are witnesses of their inefficacy. He is convinced, 
that fear alone can operate ; there are symptonas 
that it already begins to operate. The monster 
tyranny already begins to pant ; press her now 
with ardour, and she is down. Already the mi- 
nistry have e depressed in tlieir letter an inclination 
to make some concessions, to meet you half-way, 
which, I suppose, maybe construed thus, " thai as 
they find they have it not in their power to estab- 
lish, by force, the despotism which they aimed at, 
they shall be very well satisfied if you will just 
cede so much of your riglits and privileges as vAl 
enable them, by extending their pecuniary influ. 
6nce, and sapping your virtue, to take away the 
rest at their leisure.*' 

There now remains, people of America, one 
consideration, which, however it may be taken, I 
think it my duty to offer. History tells us, that 
the free states of Greece, Thebes, Sparta, Athens, 
and Syracuse, were all, in their turns, subjugated 
by the force or art of tyrants. They almost all, 
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in their turns, recovered their liberty and destroy- 
ed their tyrants. The first act, upon the recovery 
of their liberty, was to^ demolish those badges of 
slavery, citadels, 3trong.holds, and military tene- 
ments ; the Switzers did the same ; the people 
of' England, lost in corruption and lethargy as 
they are, could never be prevailed upon to suffer • 
barracks amongst them ; even the courtly Black- 
stone is startled at the idea. No separate camps, 
no barracks, no inland fortresses, says he, should 
be allowed ; in fact, wherever barracks are, free- 
dom cannot be said to exist, or she exists so lame- 
ly, as scarcely to deserve the name. 

It is worth your consideration, Americans, whe- 
ther iSiese badges should remain or no. I shall 
now conclude, brave citizens, with invoking the 
Almighty God, from whom all virtues flow, to 
continue you in that spirit of unanimity and vigor 
which must ensune you success, and immortalize 
you through all ages, as the champions and pat* 
rons of the human race. 



TO THE GENTLEMEN OP THE PROVINCIAL CON- 

GRESS OF VIRGINIA, 

JL HE addresses presented to their lieutenant go- 
,vemor by the Council, and eleven polluted mem- 
bers of the Assembly of New- York, are, to eve- 
ry sensible thinking American, of infinitely a more 
alarroing nature, than the threats of the minister, 
the brututn fulmen of the king's speech, (if that 
-can properly be termed the king^s speech,) which 
the minister has publicly avowed to be his own 
composition,^ or the echoing back this speech by 

* The affected friends to Government often complain, that his 
Majesty is not treated wttk the respect due to bis character and sta- 
tion ; but it altars to me, that a nnnister's declaring in an open 
senate, that the speech from the thitme is not the 1dn|;'i, but hi« 

M 
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a hireling majority of the peers to their pay-tnas- 
ter ; for as long as a spirit of union subsists through 
this continent ; and as long as the people at home 
have reason to think that this spirit does subsist ; 
these tht^eats of the minister, although vibrated 
from the sounding-board of the throne, and the 
echoing it back by a hired chorus of peers, must 
cast more ridicule upon those by whom they are 
uttered than give terror to those at whom they are 
levelled. But the suspicion or report <>f any de- 
fection amongst ocfrselves, is a matter of most se- 
rious concern ; it behoves you, therefore, gentle- 
men, it behoves every Provincial Congress of the 
continent, to consider immediately of some effec- 
tual means to prevent the mischievous consequent 
ces, intended by these abandoned and senseless 
men. Have we then formed a general associa- 
tion of our provinces? Have we pledged ourselves 
to each oiher^ to our posterity, to mankind? Have 
we made so great, temporary at least, sacrifices 
in the glorious cause of liberty ? Have we con- 
founded our enemies by a strain of virtue, scarce- 
ly credible in these modern ages, and with a spirit 
of harmony that has surpassed the most sanguine 
expectation ? jEIaye we acted this noble part ? 
And shall the council, and eleven contemptible 
Assembly-men of New- York, attempt to render 
all we have done abortive?. Contemptible in all ' 
respects, in numbers, in understanding, in knowr 
ledge, and in principles ! For what oSier tenden- 
cy can their addresses to their lieutenant governor 
possibly have, but to counteract the resolves of 
the Congress, and render eveiy thing you have 
done, abortive ? These compositions of pusil- 
lanimity, abject servility, and disgusting folly, 

own, is going beyond disrespect : It is a most outrageous insult ; it 
i^ representing his Majesty as a mere puppet, that squaaks just as 
tjie prompter breathes. 
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amount simply to this : T/iat the utmost exertion 
of this united continent y consisting of half a mil- 
* lion of fighting men, can have no effect ; that all 
the resistance, civil or military , which they can 
make, must be in vain ; but that redress alone 
must be sought, and can be expected from th^ 
tnagnanimity qf the British nation, and the knoivn 
gomness and virtue of the King. Gracious Hea- 
ven ! grant us patience to be told, that we are to 
expect any thing frcm the magnanimity of a pe - 
pie who, for twelve years successively, Iiave suf- 
fered themselves to be insulted, disgraced, tram- 
pled upon, plundered and butchered with impuni- 
ty ! Or to be told, ihat we are to look up to the 
goodness and virtue of akinp^, who for the same 
number of years has been influenced to make in- 
cessant war Upon the property, rights, privileges, 
laws, honour, and integrity of his people, in every 
part of the Empire^ is enough to drive moderation 
Itself into violence. 

- But, continue these admirable senators, what 
opens still a surer prospect of redress is, that his 
excellency governor Try on is now near the throne ; 
so it seems, that whatlJie petitions, supplications, 
remonstrances of the whole colonies, of the city 
of London, of the great commercial towns, of the 
leading counties of England, what the voice of 
policy, reason, justice, and humanity, could not af- 
fect, Colonel Tryon^s being in England will ac- 
complish. 

I know not whether this Colonel Tryon is a 
man of so extraordinary talents, eloquence, and 
influence, as to work these mighty miracles : I 
never understood that he waB ; but I am sure, if 
he l^s common sense, and any manly feelings, he 
cannot help being somewhat disgusted, at this ill- 
timed impertinent flattery ; and that he must con- 
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ceive the greatest contempt for the parasites who, 
regardless of the most important concerns of their 
country and humanity, and at the very crisis which 
is to determine whether themselves and their poste-- 
rity are to be freemen or slaves^ could step out of 
their way to offer up incense to an unimportant 
individual. It may be said, this is all declamation ; 
it may be so, but it is a declamation which 
an honest zeal in the public cause has forced 
me into* It is now time, gentlemen, to devise 
some means of putting a stop to this cancer be- 
fore it spreads to any dangerous degree. You, 
gentlemen, of Virginia, and your neighbours of 
Maryland, have perhaps these means in your hands. 
I would propose then, that after a spirited mani- 
festo expressing your abhorrence of the council*, 
and prostitute eleven of New- York, you should 
proceed to punish the individuals of this wicked 
Junto who are in your power. Some of them 
have great contracts for wheat, and com in these 

£rovinccs, from Norfolk, Alexandria, Chester, 
laltimore, and other parts. They export prodi- 
gious quantities, and enrich themselves conside- 
rably by this commerce. I would propose, that all 
commerce with these assassins should be laid imnie- 
diately under an interdict ; that not a single ship 
belonging to a counsellor of New-York, unless he 
purges himself by oath from having consented to 
the address, or of one of the prostitute eleven, 
should be furnished with a freight within the capes 
Henry or Charles; and I have that opinion of 
tlie virtue of these provinces, to think your in- 
junctions would be efficacious. But here I must 

* I cannot persuade myself that the council were unaninious in 
this infamous address ; there are individuals amongst them of known 
probity, sense, and patriotism. But these gentlenen, so far Froai 
objecting to the obligation of purgUip^ themselrei by 4>ath of having 
any share of the gudt, will rejoice m thtt opportunity of acquitting 
themselvdi. * 
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beg leave to pause for an instant^ atid ask pardon 
of the public for my apparent presumption. An 
individual who offers his thoughts to so respectable 
a body, as a congress, delegated by the voice of 
a whole people, has certainly the air of presump- 
tion. It is in some measure attributmg to himself 
superior lights and abilities; but, on the other 
liand, it is allowed, that an individual has fre- 
quently beeh fortunate enough to chalk out lints 
in which the mostsagacious and respectable bodies 
have not disdained to walk. If tus proposals, or 
hints, be we^ and absurd, they will naturally be 
laughed at ; but if his intentions be honest, the 
consciousness of having acted from motives of rec- 
titude, and the love of his country, will suffice 
ently compensate for any ridicule which his scheme 
can incur. I would therefore Wish^that what I 
offer should rather be understood as hints than ad- 
vice. If these hints are attended tOj 1 shall reap no 
personal glory ; if they are despised, I shall be no 
personal sufferer, as my name will probably never 
be known. But to proceed with my proposals, or 
hints, in which latter light I am most desirous they 
should be eunsidered, I could wish, to the above- 
mentioned manifesto, was subjoined,^ the warmest 
letter of thanks to the virtuous ten of the Assembly 
of New- York, fortheirendeavoursto steoa the pro- 
fligacy and wickedness of the majority, and for thie 
noble part they have acted as true Americans and 
excellent citizens ; that another address, no kSs 
warm, should be presented to the gentlcnien and peo- 
ple of New- York at large, expressing your opinion 
of their honesty and public spirit, and lamenting 
their peculiar circumstances ; which, to those who 
, are strangers to these circumstances, may inculcate 
a belief that they alone arc exceptions to the eha- ' 
racter of patriotism, which the Americans are now 

k2 
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indisputably entitled to. But above all, I could 
wish that it were recommendtd to every province 
of the continent, more particularly to their imme- 
diate neighbours of Pennsylvania, the Jersies, and 
Connecticut, not to suffer one of this depraved un* 
decemvirate to set bis foot on their territories^ un- 
til he invokes the forgiveness of his country, and 
solemnly engages, that his future life shall be em- 
ployed in making c^nnpeusation for his present 
conduct, of so obviously a mischievous tendency. 
The epithets prostiti^te» profligate, 8cc. which I 
have so freely made use of, may probably appeu* 
illiberal ; but, when we consider the mischievous ! 
consequences which the conduct of these Council i 
and Assembly-men of New- York are fraught with, 
it must be allowed, that nolanguage can furnish op- 
brobrious terms adequate to their delinquoicy * lam 
far indeed from apprehending that their weight and 
influence are sumcient to slmke the virtue of t^ 
continent, or occasion any defection. I do not 
believe that an individual, much less a set (^ men, 
will be found who will be stuf»d and wicked 
enough to tread in their sjeps ; the infamous^ * * 
of Philadelphia, and a small perverse drivdik^ 
knot of Quakers, who form his Senate and Court 
excepted. » * 

This Worthy fixed his resideoce at New- Ywk, 
with the professed intention of working, with some 
congenial spirits in that city, towards the ruin of 
the whole fabric which the Congress, had been 
raising. Indeed^ it isjnost probable^ that he was 
the principal.compiler, if not the dictator, ol these 
wretched addresses. The style and sentiments are 
certainly his : the same mist» fog, and darkness, 
which overcast all his productions^ envelope these 
addresses^ and the same narrow, crooked politics^ 
low cunning^ maUgnahcy^ and treachery, discover- 
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able through the mist, fbg» and obscurity of all 
bis works and actions, betray themselves in these 
addresses. 

It may now be asked, as I have represented the 
char^icter, weight and credit of these eleven Ai- 
sembly-men, of the majority of the Council of 
New- York, and their Phihidelphian coadjutor, or, 
more properly, dictator, in so despicable a light, 
wherefore should I sound the alarm ? What mis- 
chiefs can possibly result from the utmost such 
men am do ? I answer, that aldiough they can 
neither occasion any defection, nor present the 
least prospect of success to the enemies of Ame- 
rica, and liberty, they can do very considerable 
miscluef : they can procrastinate the issue ; they 
can, and most prob^ly will, prolong the inconve- ^ 
nienc^s which we must, more or less, feel during 
the contest There is nothing more certain than 
that the miiustry have proceeded to the enormous 
kngdis they have dcme upon the presumption, that 
the attacks upon Boston would not have been ta- 
ken up by the other provinces as the cause of the 
whole.* There is, therefore, nothing more cer- 
tain, than that the appearance of our urnuiess and 
. unanimity, must soon have overthrown them^ or 
forced them into a total change of measures ; but 
. the least appearance, that this firmness and unaiv- 
imity no longer subsists, will encourage them to 
persist, and wiU enable them to keep their ground 
.some time longer. These addresses of New- 
York wiU give this appearance ; so that whatever 
4he gendemen, the merchants, the tradesmen, the 
mechanics^ and the people of America at large, 
su&r fiK>m the prolongation of die contest, whati- 
ever shall be added to the distresses and burden 

•That this is ^ pmnoiple they acUd Upon» is HQWPVKt pat of fy- 
Ipute by Uie conduct of Lord Nortktn Uus Siomt of 0<uaquh», t^ 
«amt q^ctcket directed to htnL 

/ 
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of the peojilc at home, whatever shall further im- 
pair the commerce, strength, credit, and reputa- 
tion of the mother country, and bring her still 
nearer to total bankruptcy and ruin ; whatever shall 
farther alienate the affections of the child from the 
parent, may justly be imputed to this abject 
Council^and eleven prostitute Assemblymen of 
New- York. 



ON A FAMOUS TRIAL IN THE COURT OF COMMON 
PLEAS, BETWEEN GENERAL MOSTYN,. GOVERNOR 
OF MINORCA, AND AN INHABITANT OF THAT 
ISLAXO). 

XT is a maxim with tiic Emperors of China, 
when the people of any of their provinces offer 
up complaints of their governors, immediately to 
recal them, to hear the charges brought against 
them, and, if they are found guilty, to punish 
them in proportion to their delinquency ; and such 
is the parental complacency of those eastern mo- 
narchs for their subjects, that even when the grie- 
vances complained of prove ill-founded, the go- 
vernor who has had the misfortune, though inno- 
cently, to incur the ill-opinion of the people, is^ 
never more employed, in the same capacity, over 
that or aiiy other province, his haringbeen snspec^ 
ted of mat- administration being deemed a total 
disqualification. Though the justice of this max- 
im may not be universally admitted, it certainly 
is a wise one, as it is founded on a respect and de- 
ference of the public wishes ; to which^ when it 
can be done compatibly with the publie safety, the 
prince ought to pay the greatest regard. But, 
how different has been the rule of eonduct obser- 
ved through the whole present reipi J Does a 
governor render himself completely odious to the 
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people over whom he is set to preside ? — he is 
that instant adopted a favourite at court. The 
infamous Bernard, who was not only arraigned, 
but stands convicted, in the opinion of all man- 
kind, of one continual series of misrepresentation, 
falsehoods, treachery, and every species of trea- 
son to the people of his government^ was contin- 
ued until the last possible moment ; and, when 
recalled, so &r from meeting with the censures 
he had merited, that he was exalted to the rank of 
a baronet, and had an ample provision made for him 
in Ireland. And this public reward for delinquen- 
cy has had the effect which must naturally be ex- 
pected ; for his successor in office, it is reported, 
pitches many bars beyond him in perfidy and 
wickedness, for which he probably expects an 
Irish peerage. And, to say tne truth, if our court 
acts consistently with itself, they are obliged as 
his merits are still greater, to confer on him a 
higher title, and a more ample provision than on 
the baronet his predecessor* 

If we turn our eyes towards Ireland, the decen- 
cy and kindness exhibited by the court for that 
pcoble is still more striking. The late viceroy, 
by talents peculiar to himself, almost on his first 
landing, incurred the contempt and detestation 
of the whole kingdom, to a man. This was a 
sufficient, ajid, apparently, the only motive of his 
being continued for a long five years in his sta- 
tion ; for, what other motives can be conjectured? 
As it is agreed, on all hands, that even the 
wretched expedients from day to day, little jobs 
and larcenies, as well as the more substantial plun- 
dering, called, in the cant of courtiers, business 
of government, were never so miserably bungled 
through as by this ridiculous mock-majesty. At 
length, however, a successor is appointed : at 



-142 

lengthy under the protection of the whole mili- 
tary, he is withdrawn from the just resentment 
of the people whom he had oppressed, bewared, 
and insulted ; at length, thus circumstanced, he 
is presented to his sovereign^ by whom he is 
caressed, smilc^ upon, and preferred in so distin^' 
guished a manner, that a stranger who had been 
present, would have been apt to imagine him 
returned loaded with the sporls of some ancient 
inveterate enemy of Jtis country, and not with 
the injuries and execration of a whole nation of 
loyal and affectionate subjects. 

Such has been the mode of treating the griev- 
ances of our natural brethren of Ireland and the 
Massachusett's bay, and a still more comfortable 
prospect is opened to our fellow subjects who are 
not of British extraction. The Canadians, the 
inhabitants of the ceded blands, and of Minorca; 
these people are told,- that if their property is in* 
vaded, or their persons insulted^ they are tty seek 
redress from the King and Council. Are somie 
late occurrences calculatedto give them- confidence 
in those from whom they are to seek redress f 
Let us, without exaggeration or perversion, state 
the case of General Mostyn and Mr. Fabrigas. 
General Mostyn is accused by Fabrigas of vio- 
lently and illegally throwing him into prison, 
and afterwards banishing him the island, for no 
other crime than petitioning against a regulation 
which he conceived to be prejudicial and grievous. 
The cause is tried : the allegation not only proves 
just in its full extent, but aggravated with a 
variety of wanton, cruel circumstances. — fabrigas, 
a substantial farmer, is thrown into the dungeon 
appropriated to felons convicted of capital crimes; 
the sentinels receive strict orders not to allow the 
least refreshment to be conveyed to him; even 



143 

the air-hole is guarded, lest some of his "children 
or friends should drop a loaf of bread, or bunch of 
grapes. 

Having lain in this miserable dungeon for some 
days, he is •at length hand-cuffed and pinioned, 
drawn forth j and, by the simple fiat of this smart, 
lively minature of God's vicegerent on earth, 
John Mostyn, Esq. hurried on bord a ship* pre- 
pared for the purpose, and interdicted from the 
fire and water of his native island, until it should 
please the said little, mighty John Mostyn, Esq. 
to suspend the interdict, And it was thought a 
wonderful act of clemency, not only by his 
visier, the most accurate, judicious, liberal, ve- 
racious Mr. Wright f, but by another illustrious 
tnember of the divan, in thus committing the 
bow- string or hatchet into the gentle sentence of 
banishment ; for these worthy ministers gave it 
as their opinion, openly in an English court, that 
» strangling and beheading was a part of his High- 
nesses prerogative. But I should beg pardon for 
attempting to be ludicrous upon an occasion so very 
serious, not indeed because a man of Mr. Mostyn's 
stamp, a contemner, and, as far as a very little 
wit will enable him, a ridiculer of all public spirit 
and sentiment, a deserter of his noble friend and 
patron J, on the first appearance that he no longer 
possessed the power of serving him farther. 

* He was banislied for a year to Cartbagena. Hia wife^ as tkejr 
vrert carrying him onboard, appei^red on the beach with a matrass, 
^ut the guard was ordred to drire her away with their bayonets ; 
thi« convenience of a matrass being thought, too great an indul- 
gence. 

t His secretary. This gentleman was asked in court, whether 
it was a part of the governor's privilege to behead or haog ? and re* 
plied, ingeniously, he beleived it was. The chief engineer^ esteem- 
ed a man .«f some sense and learning, seemed to be of the same opin- 
ion. 

t Lord Rockingham ; to whom Mr. Mostyn owed all his great 
preferments : he opposed his patron when minist^, because he 
knew it would please the cabinet. 
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That a man of tiiis stamp ^ould be ihtoxica- 
ted with authority, and run into violence and ab- 
surdity, when removed from immediate checks^ 
is not to be wondered at, nor that suc^ a governor 
should be fumishoi with a dull mercenary secre- 
tary, ready to execute the mandates of his prin- 
cipal, be they ever so iniquitous and preposterous; 
but that there should be found a single officer of 
rank, of no despicable parts, and some reading, to 
encourage, advise and justify measures so repug. 
nant to the spirit of our constitution and the rights 
of mankind, is astonishing, and in the highest de- 
gree alarming ; for, if such notions become fashi 
ionable amongst die military, our laws are but a 
parapet of paper, which the sword is ready to cirt 
through on the first hint from a dictator. The 
idea, I say, of such principles becoming fashiona- 
ble in the army must give the most serious alarm 
to every individual who does not wish annihilation 
to the present liberties of these islands, and enslave- 
ment to their posterity. But what follows, is more 
particularly a matter of melancholy concern to our 
fellow subjects, the colonists of America, the Ca- 
nadians, and the people of Minorca. They are, 
it seems, if aggrieved, to seek redress from the 
king and council ; but if they have reason to 
think that their redressers will become partisans 
of those who oppress them, what must be the 
situation of their minds ? WiH they not naturally 
despair, imd resign themselves passively to the 
hand of power, or bravely attempt to redress 
themselves? To one of tliese alternatives, acir- 
ctwustanoeimmcdiately subsequent to Mr. Mostyn'« 
trial, must tend 'to reduce them. Reeking with 
the infamy of being convicted by an honest jury of 
his country, he dared to present himself at tlie 
levee of her first magistrate, where he,, who is the 
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head) and in fact creates and uncreates this court 
from which redress and equity are to flow, he, 
who should consider himself as the corrector of 
abuses, and avenger of wrongs, could attempt to 
he facetious on the occasion. Well, General , says 
the King, so you have been cast ; and who were 
the counsel employed by your doughty adversary ? 
The General, a veteran courtier, long accustomed 
to royal waggery, smartly replied, the learned 
sergeant Glynn, and the profound duke of Rich- 
mond. This was prodigiously witty, ths^t the 
whole circle, lord$ of the bed-chamber, maids of 
honour, and privy- council, all burst into a loud 
laugh*. 

This may be a very excellent joke at St. James's; 
but I can assure Saint James's, that in other places 
it favoursbut of shallow wit, and that it only serves 
as a proof, for which there was no occasion, of 
the weakness of th^ heads, and corruption^ of the 
hearts, wiiJiin those waUs. And I canii^rther assure 
^m, that did such noblemen, and such lawyers, 
as the duke of Richmond, and sergeant Glynn, 
form the circle of the drawing room, it would be 
mor^ for the hpnour of his Majesty, and the sa* 
tisfaction and safety of the nation, than one com- 
posed of the Grafton's, Sandwiches, Nortons, 
and Wedderburnes. 



A SHORT fflSTORY OF THE TREATMENT OF M^UOR 
GENERAL CONWAY, LATE IN THE SERVICE OF 
AMERICA. 

Pkiladelpkia, December 3, 1T78^ 

vIn Monday the 23d of November last, the hon- 
ourable Major General Conway set out from 
this city, on his retiu'n to France. The his- 

♦ It is to be observetl, that the Treasury paid General Mostyn's 
damages. 

N 
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tory of the treatment this gentleman has received^ 
is so singular that it must make a figure in the 
anecdotes of mankind. He was bom in Ireland, but 
at the age of six was carried into France ; was 
bred up from his infancy to the profession of arms; 
and, it is universally allowed, by the gentlemen of 
that nation, that he has, in their service, the reputa^ 
tion of being what is styled un tres brave major 
dHnfanterie^ which is no small character. It im- 
plies, if I comprehend the term right, a man pos- 
sessed of all the requisite qualities to fill the duties 
of a general officer in the secondary line, but by 
no means ranks him among those favoured mor- 
tals tp whom it has pleased God to give so large a 
portion of the ethereal spirit, as to render reading, 
theory and practice unnecessary; but with the 
spectacle of tnis phasnomena Heaven entertains the 
earth but very seldom ; Greece, as historians re- 
port; had but one* ; Rome none ; England and 
France, only one each. As to this hemisphere, I 
shall be silent on the subject, lest I should be sus- 
pected of not being serious. But be this as it 
may, it is past doubt that General Conway is a 
man of excellent understanding, quick and pene- 
trating, that he has seen much service, has read a 
great deal, t and digested well what he has read. 
It is not less certain, that he embarked, with the 
warmest zeal, for the great American cause, and 
it has never been insinuated, unless by those who 
have, the talent of confounding causes, that his 

* Alexander; Henry the fifth; and die Prince of Conde. It may be 
disputed, however, whether these heroes were indebted to the gift 
of Heaven alone for their glories. Alexander served some cam- 
paigns under his father Philip, had Aristotle for his master. Henry» 
before he became king, distinguished himself in the civil wars against 
the house of Northumberland^ and. If I recollect right, comman- 
ded in some expedition against the Welsh ; and the Prince of Conde 
liad lessons from the great masters formed in the schools of the wars 
in the Low Country. 
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'zejd has diminished. His recompense has been, 
What ? lie has lost his commission ; he has been 
refused thecommon certificate, which every officer 
receives at the expiration of his services, unless 
his delinquencies havebeen very substantial indeed. 
And for what crime ? For none, by any law, or 
the most strained construction that can be put on 
any law. The reasons given are so far from being 
S4Jbstantial, that they really ought to reflect hon- 
our on his character. It seems he has been accu- 
sed of writing a letter, to a confidential friend, 
communicating an opinion, that the commander \ 
in chief was not equal to the great task he was 
charged with. Is this a crime ? The contrarj\ 
If it was really his opinion, it was decent, it was 
hot^st, it was laudable, it was his duty. Does it 
con^e under any article of war ? I may venture to 
affirm, that it does not. God help the communi- 
ty tliat should be absurd enough ta frame a law 
which could be construed into such a sense ; such 
a Gommunity could not long subsist. It ever has 
been, and ever ought to be, the custom in all ar- 
mies, not absolutely barbarians, for the officers of 
high rank minutely to canvass the measures of 
their commander in chief; and if his faults or 
mistakes appear to them many and great, to com- 
municate their sendments to each other ; it can be 
attended with no one bad consequence ; for if 
the criticisms are unjust and impertinent, they on- 
ly recoil on the authors ; and the great man who 
is the subject of them, shines with redoubled lus- 
tre. But if tiiey are well founded, they tend to 
open the eyes of the Prince or State, who, from 
blind prejudice, or some strange infatuation, may 
have reposed their affairs in hands ruinously in- 
capable. Does any man of sense, who is the least 
aoquainted with history, imagine that the greatest 
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generals the world evei* produced have escaped 
censure ? Hanibal, Caesar, Turene, Marlborough, 
have all been censured; and the only metStod 
they thought justifiable of stopping the mouths of 
their censors, was by a fresh exertion of their tal- 
ents, and a perpetual scries of victories. Ijaissons 
parlor ces bableurs Vespere^ que nou^ leur fbrrrte- 
rons la bouche a foree aes victoires^ was the answer 
of the king of Prussia to those worthy gentle- 
men, who thought to recommend themselves by i 
informing him, that some of his measures were ■ 
made very free with by certain officers in his ar- 
my. Indeed, it is observable, that in proportion 
to the capacity or incapacity of the commander 
in chief, he countenances or discountenances the 
whole tribe of tale-bearers,^ informers, and pick- 
thanks, who ever have been, and ever will be, the 
bane of those courts and armies where they are 
encouraged, or even suffered. Allowing Gener* 
al Washington to be possessed of all the virtues 
and military talents of Epaminondas, and this is 
certainly allowing a great deal, for whether from 
our modern education, or perhaps the modem 
state of human affairs, it is difficult to conceive 
that any mortal in these ages should arrive at such 
perfection ; but allowing it to be so, he would still 
1 emain mortal, and of course subject to the infit* 
mities of human nature ; sickness or other casu- 
alties might impair his understanding, his memory, 
or his courage ; and, in consequence of the fafl- 
ure, he might adopt measures apparently weak, 
ridiculous, and pernicious. Now, I demand, 
supposing this certainly possible case, whether a 
1 w, the letter or spirit of which should absolutely 
seal up the lips and restrain the pens, of 6very wit- 
ness of the defection, would not, in feet, be de- 
nouncing vengeance against those who alone h^ve 
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the means in their power of saving the public from 
the ruin impending, if they should dare to make 
use of these means for its salvation. If there 
veere such a law, its absurdity would be so mon- 
strously glaring, that we may hardly say, it would 
be more honoured in the breach than in the ob- 
servance. In the English and French armies, the 
freedom with which the ccmductand measures of 
oommanders in chief are canvassed is notorious, 
nor does it appear that this freedom is attended 
ivith any bad con3equences ; it has never been 
once able to remove a real great officer from bis 
command. Every action of the Duke of Marl- 
l;>orough (every body who has read- must know) 
/viras not only minutely criticised, but his whole 
conduct was dissected, in order to discover some 
Clime, blunder, fault, or even trifling error ; but 
all these impertinent pains and wicked industry, 
were employed in vam ; it was a court intrigue 
alone that subverted him ; the low military cabals 
passed as the idle wind. 

General Wolfe, with whom to be compared, it 
can be no degradation to any mortal living, was 
not merely criticised, but grossly calumniated by 
some officers of high rank under him ; but that 
great man never thought of having recourse to 
the letter or construction of any law, in order to 
avenge himself ; he was contented with informing 
his calumniators, that he was not ignorant of their 
practices, and that the only method he should take 
for their punishment, would be an active perseve- 
rance in the performance of his duty, which, with 
the assistance of Grod, he made no doubt would 
place him beyond the reach of their malice.^ As 
to what liberties they had taken with hira person^ 
ally, he should wait till he was reduced to the rank 
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of a private gentleman, and then speak to th^n in 
that capacity. 

Upon the whole, it appears, that it never was 
understood to be the meaning of the £nglish ar- 
ticle of war, which enjoins respect towards the 
commander in chief; and of course it ought not to 
be understood, that the meaning of that arUcIe of 
the American code (which is a servile copy from 
the English) is meant to proscribe the communis 
cation of our sentiments to one another, on the ca« 
pacity or incapacity of the man on whom the safe^ 
ty or ruin of the state depends ; its intention wa^ 
without doubt in part complimentary, and partly 
to lay some decent restrictions on the licence of 
conversation and writing, which otherwise might 
create a diffidence in the minds of the common soli 
diery, detrimental to the public service. But that 
it was meant -to impose a dead, torpid, idolatrous^ 
silence, in all cases whatever, on men, who, from 
their rank, must be supposed to have eyes and 
understanding, nothing under the degree of an id- 
iot can persuade himself ; but admitting in oppo- 
sition to common sense and all precedent;s, the 
proceeding to be criminal ; admitting Mr. Con« 
way guilty of it, to the extent represented, whidi 
he can demonstrate to be false ; in the name of 
God, why inflict the highest, at least negative punt 
ishment, on a man untried and unheard. The re- 
fusal of a certificate, of having honestly served) is 
considered as the greatest of negative punish-* 
ments ; indeed in the military idea, it is a posi* 
tive one. 

And I sincerely hope, and do firmly believe, 
^such is my opinion of the justice of Congress,) 
that when they have coolly reflected on the merits 
and fortunes of this gentleman, they will do him 
that justice, which nothing but the hasty miscon- ' 



151 

struc^ion of a law hastily cc^ied from another law, 
never defined nor understood, has hitherto preren* 
ted. 



PROPOSALS FOR THE FORMATION OF A BODY OP 
JAORT troops, ready TO BE DETACHED ONf AN 
fiJMEERGENT OCCASION. ^ 

l->OUNT Polaski b certainly a ^ood soldier, or 

he is not : for my own part, I believe him a very 

good one. In the first place he is a Polander, 

i^ose genius is adapted to the light or expedite 

uran In the second place, he has had much prac*^ 

tice in the best schools, and is undoubtedly brave 

and enterprising. If he is not a good soldier, as 

his corps is expensive, he ought not to be detain* 

ed ; therefore, it is expedient, either to send him 

about his bu^ness entirely, or to make the proper 

use of him ; but on the supposition that he knows 

bis trade, I would propose the following scheme 

-^That his legion should be immediately com* 

pleted to twelve hundred m^ four hundred cav* 

airy, and eight hundred light infantry — for these 

ei^t hundred iafatrtry, mat a draft should be 

made, without loss of time, from every regiment 

of the continent, entirely g£ natives; not so young 

as to be unaUe to resist the fatigues of this sort of 

service, but of the proper age for violent exercise 

and forced marches. Major Lee, who seems to 

have come out of his mother's womb a soldier, 

should be incorporated in this legion, with the 

rank of Lieutenant- Colonel, and to command spe* 

cifically the whole cavaky. If Major Lee's corps 

(for I know not their strength) will not, added to 

tlx^ cavalry Pdaski already l»s, compleat them to 

four hundred, let there be a draft made from the 

other regimieat x£ cavahy« Moilands, Blands^ 
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and Sheldons, all of natives, and the very youn^ 
gest men ; because on Polaski's principle of ex« 
ercise (which I verily believe to be the best in, the 
world) none but very young men arc capable of 
being trained to the manoeuvres ; but as it is ik^ 
certain that either Count Polaski, or- Major Lee 
understand the detail of cavalry, on which so much 
depends, let some Quarter-masters or Sergeants, 
who have served in the British cavalry, (and there 
are many on the continent,) be found out, en- 
couraged with rank and emolument, and employ- 
ed. A corps thus composed, with brave and un- 
derstanding officers at their head, such as are Po- 
laski and Lee, with a few subordinate officers, 
knoWing, in the detail, will render more effectual 
service than any ten regiments on the continent. 
It would likewise put a stop, for the future^ to 
that odious, pernicious practice of picking the 
best men from every bat^ion, on what are called 
extraordinary occasions; which practice has ab- 
solutely no other effect than disgusting the grea- 
ter part of the officers of the army, and rendering 
the whole dispirited and unfit for aetion. I could 
quote a strong instance of the bad consequences 
of this custom. Some days ^before the affiiir of 
Monmouth, General Scott was detached with a 
corps of {Hcked men and officers, to the no smaH 
disgust of those who were left behind, who could 
not help considering it as a sort of st^ma on their 
characters. After this, the Marquis de la Fayette 
was detached with another corp$ of oiie thousaiKl, 
picked out in the same manner. This body, now 
consisting ctf twenty- five hundred men, instead of 
(ailing on the enemies flanks, dB, from some fatali- 
ty , absolutely nothing at all. I was afterwards ot- 
dered to march to sustain them, with three scan- 
ty brigades, composed entirely df the refuse; ajid 
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of this refuse I was under the necessity of fcnrming^ 
Tny van- guard on the day of the action of Monr 
imouth; for the picked corps^ by the blunders 
committed, were so fatigued that they could 
scarcely move their legs. 



" Philadelphia, Jtdif 6ih, iin. 

SOME aUERIES, POLITICAL AND MILITARY, HUM- 
BL.Y OFFERED TO THE CONSIDERATION OF THB 
PUBLIC. 

* - , ..... 

1st. Whether George the First did not, oo 
his accession to the throne of Great Britain, by ma^ 
king himself king of a party, instead of the whole 
nation, sow the seals not only of the subversion 
of the liberties of the people, but of the ruin of 
the whole empire ? 

2d. Whetlier, by proscribing that class of men> 
to which his ministr)' were pleased to give the 
appellation of Tories, he did not^ in the end, make 
them not only real tories, but even Jacobites ? 
• 3d. Whether the consequence of this distinc- 
tion, now become real, was not two rebellions; 
and whether the fruit of those rebellions, although 
defeated, were not septennial parliaments, a large 
standing army, an enormous additional weight 
and pecuniary influence thrown into the scale of 
the orown, which in a few years have borne dows^ 
riot only the substance, but almost the form of 
liberty, ail sense of patriotism, the morals of the 
people, and, in the end, overturned the mighty fa- 
bric of the British empire ? 

4th. Whether the present men in power, in this 
state, do not tread exactly in the steps of this per- 
Biciousministry,by proscribing and disfranchising 
fio large a poportton of citizens as those men 
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whom they find it their interest to brand witii the 
denomination of Tories? 

5th. Whether liberty, to be durable, should not 
be constructed on as broad a basis as possible* ; and 
whether the same causes, in all ages, and in all 
countries, do not produce the same effects ? 

6th. Whether it is not natural and even justifia- 
ble, for that class of people (let thepcetext bo ev- 
er so plausible) who have been stripped of their 
rights as men, by the hard hand of power, to msh 
for, and endeavour to bring about, by any meseis 
whatever, a revolution in that state, which they can- 
not but consider, as an usurpation and tyranny ? 

7th. Whether a subject of Morocco is not, 
when we consider human nature, a happier mor- 
tal, than a disfranchised citizen of Pennsylvania^ 
as the former has the comfort of seeing all about 
him in the same predicament with himself; the 
latter, the misery of being a slave in the specious 
bosom of liberty ? The former drinks the cup, 
but the latter alone can taste the bitterness of iu 

8th. Whether an enlightened member of a 
French parliament is not a thousand times mcn^e 
wretched than a Russian cirf or peasant? As to 
the former, the chains, from his sensibility, must 
be extremely galling ; and on the latter, they sit 
as easy as the skin of his back. 

9th. Whether it is salutary or dangerous, con- 
sistent with, or abhorrent from, the principles and 
Spirit of liberty and republicanism, to inculpate 
and encourage in the people, an idea, that their 
welfare, safety, and glory, depend on one man ? 
Whether they really do depend on one man ? 

IGth. Whether, amongst the late warm, or ra- 
ther loyal addressers, in this city, to his Excellen- 
cy General Washington, there was a single 'mor- 
tal, one gentleman excepted, who could possibly 
be acquainted with his merits ^ 
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11th. WheAer this gentleman e^cqited, docs 
really think his Excellency a great man ; or whe- 
ther evidences could not be produced of his sen- 
timents being quite the reverse ? 

12th. Whether the armies under Gates and Ar- 
nold, and the detachment under Starke, to the 
Nordiward, ot that immediately under his Excel- 
lency, in Pennsylvania, gave the decisive turn to 
the fortune of war ? 

13th. Whether, therefore, when Monsieur Ge- 
rard aiKl Don Juan de Miralles, sent over to their 
respective courts the pictures of his Excellency 
General Washington at full length, by Mr Peal, 
there'would have been any impropriety in sending 
over, at the same time, at least a couple of little 
heads of Gates and Arnold by M. de Simitiere. 

14th. Oil what principle was it that Congress 
in the year 1776^ sent for General Lee quite from 
Georgia, with injunctions to join the army under 
General Washington, then in York-Island, without 
loss of time. 

ISth. Whether Congress had reason to be satis- 
fied or dissatisfied with this their recal of General 
Lee, firom what subsequently happened on York- 
Isiand, and at the White-Plains ? 

16th. Whether Fort Washington was or was 
not tenable ? Whether there were barracks, case- 
mates, fuel, or water, within the body of the 
place ? Whether in the outworks, the defences 
were in any decent order ? - And whether there 
were even platforms for the guns ? 

i7th. Whether, if it had been tenable it could 
have answered any one single purpose ? Did it 
cover, did it protect a valuable country ? Did it 
prevent the enemy's ships from passing or repassing 
with impunity ? 

18th. WKether, when General Howe manifest- 
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Iv gav)e over all thoughts of attacking GinH^ 
Washington, in the last strong position in the rear 
of WhitCi-Plains, and fell back towards York-Is* 
land, orders should not have been immediately dis- 
patched for the evacuation of Fort Washington, 
and for the removal of all the stores of value from 
Fort Lee to some secure spot, more removed from 
the river ? Whether this was not proposed and 
the proposal slighted ? 

19th. Whether the loss of the garrison of | 
Fort Washington, and its consequent loss of Fort 
Lee, with the tents, stores, &c. had not such an 
effect on the spirits of the people, as to make 
the difference of twenty thousand men to AfHeri- 
ca? 

20th. Whether, in the defeat of Brandewine^ 
General Sullivan was really the person who ougitf 
to have been censured ? 

21st. Whether, if Duke Ferdinand* had Gcxm-. 
manded at Germautown, after having gained, by 
the valour of his troops, and the negligence of his 
enemy, a partial victory, he would have contrivM, 
by a single stroke of the Bathos, to have corrupt* 
ed this partial victory into a defeat ? 

22d. Whether our positions at Valley Forge 
was not such, that if General Howe, or after- 
wards General Clinton, had been well informed 
of its circumstances, defects, and vices, Acy 
might not at the head of ten, or even of eight 
thousand men, have reduced the American army 

' * In one of the numerous publications which have lately infested 
Philadelphia, it was brought as a crime against Mr. Deane, that he 
had, directly or indirectly, made some overturea to Frinoe Ferdi- 
nand of Brunswick, to accept the command of the American arm^, 
who must of course have superceded General Washington. This 
crime appeared to aU the foreign officers who are acquainted with 
the prinee's reputation as a soldier, in so very ridiculous.a light, that 
thev never think or jipeak of it without being thrown into violent fits 
of laughter. 
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tliesame fatal i^cessity as the Americans did 
General Burgoyne ? 

S23d. Whether the trials of General St. Clair, 
of Mrhich court-martial General Lincoln was pre- 
sident, and that on General Lee, were conducted 
in the same forms, and on the same principles ? 
"W^hether in the former, all hearsay evidences 
vs^rc not absolutely rejected ; and in the lat^r hear- 
say evidence did not constitute a very considerable 
part? 

24th« Whether, if the Generals Schuyler and 
St. Clair, had been tried by the same court-mar- 
tial as General Lee was, and, instead of Congress, 
General Washington had been the prosecutor, those 
gentlemen (unexceptiptiable as their conduct was) 
ivould not have stood a very ugly chance of being 
condemned ? And whether, if instead of Gene- 
ral Washington, Congress had been the prosecutor. 
General Lee would not probably have been ac- 
qwtted with the highest honour ? 

25th. Whether it JBust not apjiear to every man 
who has read Geiieral Washington's letter to Con- 
gress, on the affair at Monmouth, and the pro- 
ceedings of the Court- Martial, by which General 
Lee was tried, th^t if the contents of the former 
. are facts, not only General Lee's defei;w5e must be 
aiissue of the most abo^minable audacious lies, but 
that the whole string o£ evidences, both on the 
part of the prosecution; and t>rosecuted, must be 
guilty of rank perjury, as the testimonies of those 
: gentlemen, near forty innumber, delivered on oath, 
. scarcely in one article coincide with the detail gi- 
ven in his Excellency's letter? 
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COPY OF GENERAL LEE's WILl.. 

I* 
^ Major G£N£ral Charles Les, of the 
county of Berkeley, in the commonwealth of Vir- 
ginia, being in perfect health, and of a sauyod 
mind, 'Considering the cert;ainty of deadi, and the 
uncertainty of the time it may happen, have de- 
termined to make this my last will and testam^ent, 
in manner following : that is to say, I give and 
bequeath to Alexaikier White, esq. one hundred 
guineas, in consideration of the zeal and integri^ 
he has displayed in the admini^xation of my 
aiFairs, also the choice of any two of my colts or 
fillies under four years of age. 

Item, I give and bequeath to Charles Minn 
Thruston, esq. fifty guineas, in consideration of 
his good qualities and the friendship^ he has mam^ 
fested for me ; and to Buckner Thruston, his son , 
I leave all my books, as I know he will make a 
good use of them. 

To my good friend, John Mercer, esq. of 
Marlborough in Virginia, I give and bequeath 
the choice of two brood mares, of all my swords 
and pistols, and ten guineas to buy a ring : I 
would giv« him more, but as he has a good estate 
and abetter genius, he has sufficient, if he kaows 
how to make a good use of them» 

I give and bequeath to my former. aid*iie-camp, 
Otway Bird, esq. the choice of another brood 
mare, and ten ^ineas for the same purpose of a 
remembrance-nng. 

I give and bequeath to my worthy friend Colo- 
i\el William Grayson, of Dumfries, the second 
choice of two colts : and to my excellent friend 
William Steptoe, of Virginia, I would leave a 
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great dea.1) but as he is now so rich, it would be 
tto less than robbing my other friends who arc 
poor. I therefore entreat, he will only accept of 
five guineas, which I bequeath to him to purchase 
a ring of affection. > 

I bequeath to my old and faithful servant, or 
rather humble friend, Guisippi Minghini, three 
hundred guineas, with all my horses, mares, and 
cohs o& every kind, those above mentioned ex- 
cepted; likewise all my wearing apparel and 
plate, tny waggons and tools of agriculture, and 
his choice of four milch cows. 

I bequeath to Elizabeth Dunn, my housekeeper, 
one hundred guineas and my whole stock of cat- 
tie, the four milch cows above mentioned only 
excepted. 

■■ I had almost forgot my dear friends, (and I 
ought to be ashamed of it,) Mrs. Shippen, her 
son Thomas Shippen, and Thomas Lee, esq. of 
Belle- View. I beg they will accept ten guineas 
each, to buy rings of affection. 

My landed estate in Berkeley, I desire may be 
divided into three equal parts, rjccording to qua- 
lity and quantity ; one-third part I devise to my 
dear friend Jacob Morris, of Philadelphia; one 
other third part to Evan Edwards, both my for- v, 
mcr aid de camps, and to their heirs and assigns ; 
the other thard part I devise to Eleazer Oswald, at 
present of Philadelphia, and William Goddard, 
of Baltimore, to whom I am under obligations, 
and to their heirs and assigns, to be equally divi- 
ded between them ; but these devisees are not to 
enter until they have paid off the several legacies 
above mentioned, with interest from the time of 
my death, and all taxes which may be due on my 
estate. In case I should sell my said landed es- 
tate I bequeath the price thereof, after paying the 
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aforesaid legacies, to the said Jacob Mbitts, Evan 
Edwards, Eleazer Oswald, and William Goddard, 
in the proportions above mentioned. 

All my slaves, which I may be possessed of at 
the time of my decease, I bequeath to Guisippi 
Minghini and Elizabeth Dunn, to be equally divi- 
ded between them. 

All my other property of every kind, and m 
every part of the world, after my decease, funeral 
charges, and necessary expenses of administra- 
tion are paid, I give, devise, and bequeath to my 
sister Sidney Lee, her heirs and assigns for ever. 

I desire most earnestly, that I may not be buried 
in any church, or church-yard, or within a mile of 
any Presbyterian or Anabaptist meeting-house ; 
for since I have resided in this country, I have 
kept so much bad company when living, that I do 
not chuse to continue it when dead. 

I recommend my soul to the Creator of all 
worlds and of all creatures ; who must, from his 
visible attributes, be indifferent to tlieir modes 
of worship or creeds, whether Christians, Maho- 
metans, or Jews ; whether instilled by education^ 
or taken up by reflection ; whether more or less 
absurd ; as^ weak mortal can no more be answer- 
able for his persuasions, notions, or even scepti- 
cisni in religion, than for the colour of his skin. 

And I do appoint the above-named Alexander 
White and Charles Miim Thruston, executors of 
this my last will and testament, and do revoke all 
other wills by me heretofore made. In witness 
whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and seal 
this day of 

in the year of our Lord, one thousand seven hun- 
dred and eighty-two, 

CHARLES LEE. * seal, t 

*A ^ ^ lie ^ 
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Signed, sealed, published, 
and declared by the said Ma- 
jor General Charles Lee, as, 
and for, his last will. and tes- 
tament. In presence of 

JAMES SMITH, 
SAMUEL SWEARINGEN, 
WJELLIAM GARRARD. 



At a court held for Berkeley county the 15th 
day of April, 1783, this last will and testament of 
Charles Lee, deceased, was presented in coiu-t by 
Alexander White, one of the executors therein 
named, who made oath thereto according to law, 
and the same being proved to be executed on the 
iOth day of September, 1782, by the oaths of 
lames Smith and Samuel Swearingen, two of the 
witnesses thereto, and ordered to be recorded ; 
and on the motion of the said executor who enter- 
ed into bond with Adam Stephen^ esq. his secu- 
rity, in the penalty of twenty thousand pounds, 
conditioned for his true and faithful administration 
of the said estate. Certificate is granted him for 
obtaining a probate therec^in due form of law. 

A COPY, 

WILLIAM DREW: 
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GENERAL LEE^ 

FRO>I SEVERAL EMINENT CHARACTERS BOTK I> 

EUROPE AND AMERICA. 



London, Nor. 2C/^, 1759. 

My dear Lef, 

JL OUR American posts are excessive hard upon 
me, and mal reglee^s. You and Montgomery are 
so good as to write to me often from thence. I 
have been, upon honour, very exact in my answers, 
without having been lucky enough that either of 
you should have heard from me. This time I 
hope to be more fortunate, having recommended 
my letter to the best hand. I envy you all the 
service you have seen whilst I have been m the 
most sluggish inactivity. I have indcied got a son, 
but cela ne conte gueres. Our good fortune, and 
that of our friends, has been indefatigable this 
year. To-day, we have the news of the surrender 
of Munster and the-French in Germany retiring, 
probably into winter quarters. Daun is doing the 
same, and is likely to leave the amazing kingof Prus- 
sia once more in possession of Saxony. The Rus- 
sians, we flatter ourselves, will move no more. 
The Brest fleet is out ; Hawke after them, and a 
good account of them hoped for, and expected 
every moment. Next year I hope to have some- 
thing to do in Germany, where they talk of sen- 
ding us. I believe you already know my trade — K 
Lieutenant Colonel to George Elliott's Light Dra- 
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goons. Being as horse-mad as ever, and having 
the rank of Colonel before by being the King's aid 
de camp, I preferred that to a young regiment of 
foot. So many children have of late been made 
Generals, that we Children-colonels are already 
very high in the list. The riding of this nevr 
corps has kept me fully employed this whole sum- 
mer, and I am now conie up to town for winter 
quarters, which the season make much more pleas- 
ant than the country ones, -We are all here in 
grief for the loss of poor Wolfe. Nobody of that 
age can be more publicly and privately admired 
and regretted. The war in America, we are u\ 
hopes willte over very soon; if so,I shall hope then 
to have the pleasure of seeing you. The French's 
fighting-days seem to be over, or at- least, sus- 
pended. Every day produces a change amount 
them, of generals, admirals, and ministry ; and 
every thing speaks them to be in the greatest pov- 
erty and disunion. It don't often liappen here, <»• 
any where else, I believe ; but there is certainly 
at present amongst all here the greatest spirits and 
unanimity ima:ginable,Midjiaappearances of want; 
much debauch, and good living; so pray come, 
amongst us soon. You have tlie good fortune not 
only to have seen service enough, but most of it 
successful. All your friends are well. Adieu, 
my dear Lee ! let me hear from you when you . 
can, arid be assured that no one can interest them- 
selves more sincerely about you than, 

Your niost affectionate Friend, and 
Jiumblc Servant, 

PEMBBOKE. 

To 
Capt. Charles Lee, ^ c 

In the 44th Reg. Albany, 



Bbar Chablcb, 
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London, Nov. Uih, 1T59. 



jL OU have obliged me very much by a second 
letter come lately to my hands, and dated at Nia- 
gara : We had before received accounts of the re- 
duction of it, and your being in possession of the 
glorious country around ; which, by your descrip- 
tion, must be a paradise indeed ; and it is much to 
be wished, it may never again go out of your hands. 
Our acquisitions this year have been so great and 
important, that it has been thought proper to ap- 
point to-morrow a public thank sgivingday : and 
though Amherst has not got so forward as was ex- 
pected, yet he sends word he is master of Lake 
Champlain ; which, as we arc possessed of the 
other side of Quebec, must bound the enemy be- 
tween the two in such a manner, as, we con- 
clude here, will distress them extremely, if not 
oblige them to make submission and surrender. 
In Iiiurope, you will have heard Boscawen fell in 
with the Toulon fleet, and took four of them ; 
and we are now in hourly expectation of Hawkers 
overtaking the Brest fleet, which stole out of the 
harbour the other day, in order, as it is supposed} 
to coyer a descent, either upon Ireland or this 
country, which they have long threatened us with : 
•but it mu^t be a very desperate game they are 
playing, since, if our ships have the luck to come 
up with them, we have little fear here of their 
giving them such a blow as will put an end to the 
naval force of France for some thne to come.-~ 
. But I will talk no more of public ^airs ; it will 
. probably be of greater satisfaction to you, to hear 
of the welfare of your friends and relations, which 
J am happily enabled at present to assure you of ; 
for I know not of any exception amongst them 
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alL My son is gone to Turin, and I hope wc may 
presume upon his health, though we liave not late- 
ly heard from him ; he is to stay here five or six 
months, and afterwards to ramble about Italy an- 
other twelve-month. Your sister Sidney com- 
plains you do not write so often ds she wishes. I 
gave her the satisfaction of knowing you had fa- 
voured me lately with a letter, and that you were 
well and happy, as I am willing to suppose by the 
strain of your style, which is very lively and enter- 
taining. The books and chocolate you desired^ 
have been sent to Mr. Calcroft near a month ago, 
who has taken the charge of them ; and I hope 
they will get safe to your hand : But sure you are 
not to stay on that continent for ever : We wish 
you to come again among your friends, and proba- 
bly some change might be procured, as well as ad- 
vance on this side of the water, if you desired it 
Lord Granby commands in Germany at present, 
and is likely to be at the head of the army on this 
side of the water too, if Ligonier drops ; and it 
is supposed he cannot last a great while longer. 
The taking of Munster, which we had advice of 
the other day, will be of great importance to our 
allied army, and secure them good winter quarters* 
A great many matches are talked of here in town^ 
so that if you do not come soon, all our fine young 
ladies will be disposed of; but I know of noine 
of your more particular accjuaintance th^t hjave, 
or fere about, charting . their state. Pray go xai 
writing to us ; nobody better qualified to entertain ^ 
by their letters : I wish I had as good a knack on 
miy side for iht sake of your amusement. Your 
aunt and cousins beg to live constantly in your 
memory and good wishes; they desire I wHl as- 
sure vou, vou' have theira most heartilv ; and I 
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hope I ii^eed not add| that you will invariably have. 
those of yout affectionate and obliged uncle, 

WILLIAM BUNBURY. 
Capt. Charles Lee. 



^It DfiAB CotONftt, 

X ADMIREi very much, the subtilty of your 
i^easoningy and the arguments you run after, to 
prove me in fault for the silence you have long 
observed, which, I confess, has furnished me often 
with subject for reflections. The receipt of your 
letter has^^ven me so much pleasure, that I ought 
in gratkude.to forget every uneasy thought that 
I have permitted to torment me whilst I was in 
expectation of it ; aiul therefore shall proceed im« 
mediately to thank you for the intelligence it 
brings me^ £(nd the assurances it renews of your 
a&ction ai%d friendship. 

I should have been heartily glad to have heard, 
My dear Colonel, that His Majesty's recommend* 
ation had been more successful in procuring you 
an establishment equal to your merit and widiies ; 
but am not at all surpiised that you find the door 
$kut against you by the person who has such un* 
bounded credit; as you have ever too freely in* 
dulged a liberty <^ declaiming, which many uifk<> 
fi^pos and invidious people have not failed to in- 
form him of. The principle on which you thus 
«^nly speak your mind, is honest and patriotic, 
imt not politic { and as it will not succeed in 
changing nien or times, common prudence should 
teach.us to bold our tongues, rather than to risque 
<Mi3r own fortunes without any prospect ^of advan- 
^ge to ourselves or neighbours. Excuse this 

p 
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scrap of advice, my dear Colonel, and place it to 
the vent of a heart entirely devoted to your in- 
terest. 

I remember my promise, to inform you of the 
transactions of this place ; and had I received a 
line from you upon the road, should have endea- 
voured to find time during the diet to have given 
you a sketch of the critical and unexpected affairs 
that agitated us ; it will be needless now, as the 
public papers and your other correspondents here 
have, doubtless, not failed to instruct you. The 
important\affair of the dissidents was rudely and 
insolendy refused ; and you cannot be ignorant 
that those gentlemen have formed two confedera- 
tions in Poland and in Lithuania, supported by a 
Russian army of thirty or forty thousand men, 
and that we expect a diet extraordinary in the 
months of August or September, for terminating 
their demands, to the satisfaction of the powers 
who interest themselves in their behalf : and 
though it is impossible to say how it will end, yet 
the appearances at present are much in their fa- 
vour, and we have all reason to think, that it will 
be conducted without any interruption of the tran- 
quillity of the republic. 

You must not imagine, that however important 
this negociatibn is, that our great men cannot find 
time for other amusements and engagements. — 
The object that engrosses our attention at this mo- 
ment, is love, and the family of Clavereau, (you 
remember the Frenqh actor and his two daugh- 
ters :) Prince Oaspar Lubomirski marries the 
youngest daughter to da J', and the ddfestran away, 
and married a musician, two days ago, having re- 
ceived from R^ ^ a considerable sum, as a re- 

cbmpence for so infamous a part, arid as serving 
only for a cloak to his views of getting her out of 
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ber father's house. The father has acted, on this 
occasion, like a prince, and the ambassador like a 
coinedian ; the latter laughs, and is content with 
his dexterity, and his flatterers tell him, he is an Aa- 
hile negotiateur : but every prudent and impartial 
man must condemn a person of his rank and cha- 
racter — father of many children, and past the heat 
of youth — ^for having committed such an extra- 
vagance. 

The chatt du pais remains pretty much the same 
as when you left us ; the same friendships and the 
same quarrels. You have been the instrument of 
making' Lind's fortune ; M— — has given him 
the abboliite direction and education of Mons. 
Chambellan's son, with a pension for life, and he 
is to travdl with him in a couple of years ; and I 
cannot but congratulate both parties, for Lind has 
great merit as a scholar, and a man of principles 
and worth. 

I am much obliged to you, my dear Colonel, 
for your offers of service, and am convinced, that 
you would seize any opportunity of being useful 
to me ; I don't know in what manner you can do 
me a greater, than in the conservation of your sen- 
timents for me. Take care of your health, and 
busband well your fortune, which is sufficient to 
make you happy; and, in your happiness, I 
shall always find a sincere satisfaction. Adieu, 
my dear Colonel ! I am, and shall be, to the end 
of my life, 

Your affectionate Friend and Servant, 

THOMAS WROUGHTON. 
Col. Lee* 
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Island St. Jokn^ Nov, ICUft, 1T7?. 
Mt Dbih Lkk, 

UF all men on earthy you are the last from 
whom I expected to hear, unless it W98 in a para* 
graph of a foreign Gazette^ that such a day Mods. 
General Lee, un Angloisy was cut to pieces, de- 
fending his Polish Majesty, or in some dcspteraie 
uncommon attack ; or, which was full as likely^ 
that you was hanged for treason, in sf nie of the 
damned arbitrary governments you have been 
wandering through. But, how surprised ! when 
in the place of this, I received a fluttering letter 
from you, dated Dijon. Surely, Lee, the climate 
of France has produced this wonderful effect. I 
am sure in Old England you would never flatter 
any man, much less one whom you honoured with 
your friendship. Do you not know how apt we 
all are to forget ourselves when in power, or upon 
any sudden elevation ; arxd how very ready we 
are to believe all the handsome things that even 
the most abject sjxophants are pleased to bespat* 
ter us with ? Tnen, my friend, how much more 
dangerous must it be trom a man, of whose un* 
derstanding I have always had the highest opin«* 
ion ? And who is so remarkable for hia candor 
and freedom of speech, that they are, to the dis- 
grace of our day, well known to be his greatest 
enemies. In spite of what I say, I will acknow^ 
ledge I am proud of your good opinion* though 
delivered in too flattering a style ; but I hope 
it will have no other effect than to make me endea- 
vour to deserve it 

Taking it for granted, that you will like to 
know how I bear my promotion, I will give you 
as impartial an account of it, in as few words as it 
is possible for a man to give of himself. I feel my- 
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self independent, arid a slave to slaves, obliged im 
court and flatter men whom I despised, both for 
their want of abilities and want of honesty. I 
hate power, and those in it, more and more every 
day. I am plainer in my table and apparel thaa 
you ever knew me, without an attempt or wish 
to be rich. I have children and I feel they may 
one day be under another government, on the spot 
where their father once presided. This helps to 
make me careful, and as tender as possible of those 
entrusted to my care. My actions are as public 
as they can possibly be made ; and I hope my 
children and friendLs will never have reason to 
blush, or be ashamed to hear of them. I find 
the care of a people a more difficult thing than 
I imagined it to be, and I find myself very de- 
fcctive as a legislator : the former, perhaps time 
may render more easy, and 1 am endeavouring 
to remedy the latter, by as close an application^ 
to study. the. spirit of the laws of my country, 
as is in my power ; in tlie mean time, I am 
e^iiious of doing much, least I may do more 
evil than good. This, if I know any thing of my- 
self, is truth. How you will like the daubed por- 
trait, I know not, por whether or not, I may not 
forfeit a part? df your gdod opinion, by the bad- 
nigss x)( the attempt. 

Having said ^ much of myself, I now come to 
yeur business; and in thefirst place, I promise you, 
if it be in my power to do any for you, I will, and 
• with more pleasure than you can ask me. In the 
raesm time, I can answer you some of your que- 
ries to a greater certainty, by being here, than if 
I had reeciVod your letter in Suffolk street, where 
ybU' directed it to me. Yon desire to know if it 
is worth your while to lay out any money on your 
lands in this island ; I answer, yes. You have 

F 2 
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ImlCof the very best lot on this island, or at least 
as good as any, and were I in your circunYstances, 
I would be proprietor of the whole of it ; in tifiat 
manner I would lay out the first money, Thcaie 
are a good many French who live upon it already ; 
but for want of tide to the land^ they do not im- 
prove it as they might : these ^yould commeiice st 
small rent immediately, for which reason you ou^bt 
to appoint an agent; and if you do not like tor 
purchase the other half, you ought, to come to 
some agreement with Sir Francis M*Lcane, either 
to have a division made of it, or to bear a share of 
the expences; but I would by all meaos recom-^ 
mend the former, that is to say, to purchase the 
-whdc, or to have it divided. 

The kind of man, I would recommend to you 
as an agent, would be an English farmer, an active 
fellow, with a genius a little above the commoa 
run of them ; one that would not be so much 
guided by dd customs, as to attempt {Roughing 
here in February, because he was used to dp so at 
home ; in short, a man who can think a little Mid 
accommodate both himself and. his labour to the 
climate. As you have a plentiful fortune, no mat- 
ter whether or not he has, perhaps better nctt* To 
iiuch a man you might give at an easy rcaat, aa 
much land as he thought would make him a cona- 
plete farm. He ought to bring some servsipts 
with him, who ought to be bound for three or 
four years, he paying them yearly wages, some* 
thing more than they get in England. . He ought 
to bring likewise aU the iron parts of every kind 
pf farming utensils, and all the necess^iroa work , 
fi^r building himself a hoiise ; and, besidi^ thaH 
either moneyi or a cre^t to purchase cattle and a 
jear's^prwisions. ' :. ' 
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If you had such a man well settled ; and it 
^ould be done in such a manner, that he might 
feel as few inconveniences as possible ; he would 
sopn brii^ you more ; for you may depend upon 
it, the soil and climate both would please. h\m. 
He ought to have a power of attorney to let your 
\mdBj. and indeed as extensive a one as yqu^ from 
your knowledge of the nwx, would tb'mk prudent 
«o entrust him with. 

But after all, dear Lee, what is there to hinder 
you from taking a view of the pl*ce yom^self, nay, 
of being your own agent. Do not you think th# 
cultivating your lands, and improving ypur con* 
stitution and fortune, is a much more rational, and 
perh^s I might say, sens^le employment^ than 
scampering over all the continent of Europe, i» 
search of damned Hungari^fit fevers, Come, Lee^ 
tmA leave Hume to cram bis history down the 
throats of his countrymen, for few others read it* 
You will Hind your g^U bidder decrease in size 
vtry rnuch^ withoujt . writing stricturea ^ponaiij 
tbti^ ; or even abusing a kii^g or a Barrington, as 
aow as you set foot npoa this> Qur free gnd hosp^ 
^kcoast : and to enf^purag^ you, as I know yon 
like good Uvii^^ I will engftgct to give you as gaod 
toeefv mutton, poitHfy, a<Hi salt fish, as you evw 
met with, aod as my c^Quntrymen ^y, a hundjc^ 
tk^s^nd 'wdconlea. And m>w, taking itfor goMir 
tcdi. that you will be ^ tired with reading, as I afli 
iMi^ writing, by the time you g^ thus lar, I wifl 
fioisbv by assuj^ing you^tbat I om yQur aftectiour 
^tc fiiftnd, and seCTSfiit,^ i . . 

•\! ..:_ • -^ :>-y ■ .; ; t • ; \^v .;FATTBJi^Q3S^ 

Qtitti^nAh^f^ \ y,'. '* .i.i:. ' .- •, . ) ^;.\ , j'/J • ;. .j 
' J (J -w ' : ...? '^■. ^o» • /: ■: ']o -^^iia tjj/'J oU'- 
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Wcsimnsitr, Feb, l«/, 1T74. 



I RECEIVED two letters from you ; one by 
Mr. Hey, the other by the pacqnet : I thank yoa 
most sincerely for both. Your first was. particu* 
larly acceptable, as it gave me an opportunity of 
renewing and of improving my acquaintance with 
a gentleman, for whose character I have always 
had an high esteem.' My particular friends were 
the first who; took notice of his Bfierit. They im^; 
agined, that they could not do a better service to 
government, in a newly acquired French country, 
than to send them one of the best samples we were 
able to furnish of plain manly English sense and 
integrity. I wish those who rule at present may 
shew by the provision they make for him here, 
that such qualities are still in some request among 
Ourselves. 

' It was extremely kind of you to remetriber your 
Iri^nds in our dull worn out hemisphere, among 
the infinite objects of curiosity^ that are so exhu- 
berantly spread out before you, in the^yast field 
<>f 'AtneriGa. There is indeed, abundant matter, 
both natural and politic^), to give foil scope to a 
'i!hind active and enterprising Ufce'yDu»^>, wheiseso 
tnuch has been done and undone ; - ind whef^^iU 
there is an ample range for wisdom ^nd mistake. 
'Either must produce' considerable effects in- an'af^ 
feir of such extent and.importancei It Wilt be no 
light mischief, and no trivial benefit. When one 
considers, what might be done there^ it is truly 
miserabfe to think <m its present distracted condi-^ 
tion ; but as the errors which have brougbttMhgi 
into that state of confusion are not likely to be 
corrected by any influence of ours upon either side 
of the water, it is not wise to speculate too much 
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on the subject : it can have no effect, but to make 
ourselves uneasy, without any possible advantage 
to tlie public. 

Here, as we have met so we continue, in the 
snost perfect repose. ' It has been announced to us, 
that we are to have no business but the gold coin ; 
this has not appeared as yet : And if there be no- 
tiling further than we hear of intended, it will 
come on time enough. The politics of the con* 
tinent, which used to engage your attention so 
much, attract no part of ours. Whether the Ame- 
rican affairs will be brought before us is yet uncer- 
tain. 

Saturday, I heard the Massachusett's petition 
against their governor and deputy, discussed be«- 
forc council. It was spoken to, very ably by the 
counsel on either side ; by Messrs. Dunning dud 
Lee, for«4he province ; by Mr. Wedderburn fof 
the governors. The latter uttered a furious phi- 
lip^c against poor Doctor Franklin. It required 
all his philosophy, natural and acquired, to sup- 
port him against it. I hear that the petition will 
be rejected. The council was the.fuUest of any 
in our memory ; thirty-five attended. 

I hope, as you say nothing of it in your last let»- 
ter, that your fit of the gout was hut gentle, and 
rather a sharp remedy than any thing that deserves 
to be called a disease. With many thanks -for 
your obliging remembrance, and all good wishes 
for an agreeable journey and safe return, I am, 
i)earSir, 

Your most obedient humble Servant, 

EDMUND BURKE. 
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Nevhlork, Junt lOA, 17T4. 

'Deae L&b, 

jL should have done myself the pleasure to 
have wrote to you before ; but really did not 
know where a letter would find you ; sometimes 
we heard you were gone to the West- Indies^ at 
another, that you were gone on to Carolina^ 
Mr. Bird, I am informed you are still in Virginia, 

I expected before now, to have heard from go- 
vernor Chester, relative to your land in West Flo- 
rida, but suppose I shall shortly. I set out in a few 
days to join our worthy friend General Gage at 
Boston ; he is come out with very extraordinary 
powers, and has wrote for me : It is a very for- 
tunate circumstance, that the power both civil aiid 
military hath fallen into the hands of so moderate 
9 man as General Gage ; I hope-he will gain great 
credit on this criticd occasion ; his abilities are 
'good, and with respect to his heart, you who 
know him sp well, will allow him to be possessed 
of one of the best kind. 

Youf things are all left vyith Mrs. Aire who will 
take care of them. I enclose you a letter from 
Dunbar, and one I picked up in the coffee-house 
for you. Dagworthy has got a company in the 
48th reginient, through Colonel Vaughan's inter- 
«t.. . . • 

f lam, Dear Lee, with great (nithj^ 
Yours most sincerely, 

THOMAS GAMBJ.E. 
To General Lee. 

Travtlkr9lUst,Jvhfi,tm. 

Mt Dear Les, 

X RECEIVED your welcome letter by Mr. 
Wormley, and live in daily expectation of see* 
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ing you at my hut. I now wish more than ever 
for that satis&ction^ as the alarms of the times 
make me earnest to. consult, and converse with 
you thereupon. Until actions convince me of 
the contrary, I am resolved to think Mr. Gage 
has some secret medicine in his pocket, to heal the 
veouiids that threaten the life of American liberty. 
Surely amansohumane, so sensible, sohonourable, 
so independent in his circumstances, and so great 
from family expectations, would never undertake 
a business, fit only for an abandoned desperado, 
era monster in human shape, a General Murray, a 
Macro, or a Ravilliac. 

I cannot think what detains you so far to the 
Southward, at this season of the year; without 
any disparagement to Williamsburg, health, and 
such as you like for associates, are more certainly 
to be met with to the Northward 5 I know not, 
how you find it^ but the older I grow, I become 
less and less inclined to new acquaintance: Self- 
ishness and sycophantry possess so generally the 
minds of men, that I think the many are best 
avoided, and the few only who are Fiberal and sin- 
cere, to be nought for and caressed. I therefore 
stick steadily to the cultivation of my farm, am 
intimate with few, read when I have time, and 
content myself with such d.omestic comforts as my 
circumstances and fortune afibrd me. I wish 
therefore,, most anxiously, you would come to my 
retreat, and ther^ let us philosophise on the vices 
and virtues of thi^ busy world, the foUies.and the 
vanities of tl]c gre:at vulgar anjd the small. 

Li(i«gii vbeic we please, be caoded where we C9p, . 
And juatifjr the ways of God to man. 

Mrs. Gates is earnest ip desiring to s^e you un- 
der her roof, wbereagoo^ bedis p/OYided for j'^ou, 
two or three i^kvesjo supply ^^U^y.o^^^^^^ 
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t^hitnfeies ; and space ciiou^ about Us for you lo 
exercise Awny All your spleen and gloomy moods, 
^thcnsoever they distress you. In my neighbour- 
hood there is this moment as fine a farm mill, and 
tract of land to be sold as any in Amerida, and 
provided it is convenient to you to pay down half 
the price, I am convinced you may have it a very 
great bargain. It is altogether two thousand 
four hundred acres, at thirty shillings sterling 
an acre; I am satisfied you might have it so. 
By paying do^Ti about one thousand eight 
hundred pounds sterling, you may be put in 
possession of an estate, that ten years hence wJIl 
be worth seven thousand pounds sterling ; . and 
1 take it for granted, that you may have the pay- 
ment of the test of tlie purchase money, at easy 
mbtaUments, and that too without interest^ so by 
laying out a thousand pounds sterling more, in 
stocking and improvements, your produce will 
yield you a fine living, and wherewithal to pay 
your annual installment, bargained tor in the pur- ^ 
chase. I suppose you have procured from Lofd 
Dup.more his warrant for your live thouftaiid acres 
upon the Ohio, that will be very soon of consider 
rable value. As to the Indians, the behaviour of 
certain of the white people is beyond all compari* 
son abominable towards those ^nliappy natives ; 
not content with quiet possession of all the land on 
this side the Ohio, they demand as a preliminary to 
a peace, all the land between that river and the Mis- 
si^sippi-^but tliis story is too longfor a letter, you 
shall know the wh^rle of this 'iniquitous affair 
when wfe meet-'^the genttemian who does ftie the 
favour to present you this letter, has the pleasure 
of your ac^uainttmce,'dnd can very fufly inform 
yon of the * exeeeding* wickfedness and absurdity 
of the meastki^^ pursiie^i 'and pursuing, against the 
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Indians. I have read with wonder and astonish- 
rnent Gage's proclamations ; surely this is not the 
same man, you and I knew so well in days of yore ; 
but that mtn should change, neither you nor I will 
l>e surprised at ; it is rather matter of amazement 
lyhen they do not. 

August the seventeenth ; I am this instant re- 
turned from Baltimore, and hoped to have crossed 
upon you, in your route to the Northward, but 
like Swift's Mordanto you were vanished. I was 
sorry f<Mr it, as I might have prevailed upon you 
to have tempered your zeal with caution, before 
all such persons as may reasonably be suspected to 
watch your words and actions, where your zeal in 
the noble cause you mention can be exerted to 
efiect, too much cannot be shewn ; but be careful 
how you act, for be assured Gage knows you too 
vrell, and kno?vs you know him too well not to be 
glad of any plausible pretence to prevent your 
good services in the public cause. Farewell, my 
friend j remember I am, what I have always pro- 
fessed myself to be, and that I am ready to risk 
my life to preserve the liberty of the WcBtern 
world. 

On this conation would I build my fame, 

And emulate the Greek or Roman name i 

Think Freedom's rights bought cheaply with my blood* 

And die with pleasure for my country's good* 

While I live, I am 

Yours unchangeably, 

HORATIO GATES. 
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London, Sepi, Sd, 1TT4. 
Mr DRAR LSE, 

I RECEIVED your long letter with great plea- 
sure, and will answer it as fully as I am able. 
You must have misundt rstood me, in what I said 
of the bill to alter the Massachusetts government," 
if you imagined I had either concurred in, or 
even forborn to express my fullest disapprobation 
of it, when it was depending in the house. The 
fact is so much otherwise, that I fought it through 
every stage, almost alone, when most of the oppo- 
sition were attending the New-Market meeting, or 
other occupations, equally entitled to be preferred 
to that duty. I may have said indeed, that I pre- 
fer the form of the English government to that of 
any other country upon earth, because it appears 
to me most calculated to reconcile necessary re- 
straint and natural liberty, and to draw the line 
between them. It is the government I was bom 
under, I am happy to live under, and would wil- 
lingly die to preserve and transmit entire ; but I 
look upon the first principle of that constitution 
to be, that the whole must be govemed by the will 
of the whole^ and that any government where the 
authority residing with the Jew is supported by 
any other power than that of the many, in conse- 
quence of their free concurrence and full appro- 
bation, is the worst of tyranny. Judge then, my 
dear friend, whether I could approve of tearing 
from a free and happy people that form of govern- 
ment which had been purchased with the blood, 
and established by the wisdom of their ancestors ; 
and of subverting that excellent polity, endeared 
to them by their prosperity, and sanctified by the 
most laudable of human predilections, a venera- 
itlon for their ancestors, and an enthusiasm for the 
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permanence of their liberties. Nolomus Leges 
Anglia mutariy was the noblest expression that 
ever bore testimony to the spirit of a free legisla- 
ture. I think it as laudable at Boston now, as in 
London some centuries ago. So far I stand upon 
4he ground of natural right and manly feeling— 
thus much, I say, because — Homo sum — but to 
descend to the humbler ground of policy, nothing 
can be so absurd, or impolitic, as to shake a frame 
sanctified by long possession, for the caprice of a 
moment, or the fancies of a few ; to sacrifice the 
wisdom of ages to the presumption of an hour ; 
and to divert the stream of government, which has 
fertilised the country and enriched the people, by 
ehannels which it has gradually formed for itself, 
by surmounting or eluding all the obstacles it has 
met with in its course ; from, those channels 
by dams raised by strange hands* unacquainted 
with the country, which if they are not borne down 
the torrent must deluge the country and de- 
stroy the ancient land-marks. If therefore I pre- 
fer in speculation the government of Virginia to 
that of Massachusett's Bay, it is not from thinking 
that what appears best in the abstract, should be 
imposed on all : on the contrary, I am convinced 
that the minds of individuals and the manners of 
a people form and adapt themselves naturally and 
imperceptibly to the mode of government, under 
which they are bom. The modifications of mu- 
nicipal institutions are in themselves indifferent, 
provided they are approved by the people ; but it 
is of the essence of freedom, and common to all 
free governments, that the people should be con- 
vinced, fhe laws they live under are of their own 
chusing; and that there is no power on earth that 
can prolong their existence, or give force to their 
injunctions one hour, after the disapprobation of 
the mass of the people is signified. 
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I have been- the more full upon this subject, be- 
cause I would not willingly be mistaken in nxy 
principles upon so material a point. Now I am 
upon ihe subject of Massachusetts, I cannot help 
expressing my surprize that you should have been 
so far misinformed, as to have believed that I. 
amongst the rest, could speak with " approbation 
of that scoundrel Hutchinson,'' so far from it that 
I agree with you in the epithet, and was the only 
person in the house that decided my detestation 
of his character, and my conviction that his whole 
conduct had been that of a parricide, who had at- 
tempted to ruin his country, to serve his own little 
narrow selfish purposes. This I did in such poin* 
ted terms that I was informed he had afterwards 
waited upon a friend of mine, who did not see his 
character in so just a light, to thank him for what 
he was pleased to call, defending him against me. 
Be assured, I shall never speak well of a man who 
recommends an abridgement of English liberties 
in any part of the globe, where one spark remains 
unsmothered by corruption, and unextinguished 
by violence. As to the Quebec Bill, I can, with 
pleasure, assure you, that I opposed it, with acti- 
vity throughout ; and though I could not overset 
it, I was at least fortunate enough to set a defined 
bound to despotism ; and say, so far shall thou go, 
and no farther, by drawing the line which prote;c. 
ted New- York and Pennsylvania ; though I have 
since been told, that Burke takes the merit to him- 
self, but upon what grounds I know not, as I pro- 
posed the line without any communication with 
him. 

As to myself, I am out of Parliament, without 
any prospect of being in ; and though I should 
have thought it infamous to have deserted my 
post and not endeavoured to get in, yet I hardly 
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can say, that I much reg«et my being out, there 
IS so little prospect of doing good* 

lam dear Lee, 

Yours, &c. 



Baltimore, Jan. lAOiy 1TT6. 
Sir, 

JL our civilities to me when at Prospect- hill, 
ivere such as I expected from the soldier, and the 
gentleman, and demand my warniest thanks. I 
hope I shall ever bear a grateful remembrance of 
them. 

I see by the papers, that you are removed to 
Newport, in Rhode Island, and therefore suspect 
that the ministerialists, unable to bear the pressure 
of want, and the inclemencies of the season, intend 
to remove from Boston, and make Rhode Island 
their head quarters, at least for soipe time; but of 
this you can best judge whose experience, in some 
degree, enables you to penetrate the designs of 
those in power. 

The king's speech to both houses of Parliament, 
at theopening of the session, clearly evinces the 
necessity of speedy and effectual exertions on the 
partof this continertt, for the purpose of oppos- 
ing, with force of arms, the infamous plan adop- 
ted by a venal ministry, for subverting our 
most inestimable privileges. We sheuld imme- 
diately unite, and call forth every spark of virtue 
in so great and important a contest, as all hopes 
of an accommodation arc now lost. America is 
happy in having for generals, gentlemen expe- 
rienced in military operations. 

With ardent wishes that America may rise su- 

ft.2 
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perior to all oppressions^jmd become independent, 
I take the liberty of subscribing myself, 

Sir , your obliged, humble servant, 

GEORGE LUX. 

The Hon. Major Gen. Lee. 



Philadelphia, Fdt. 19</i, 1779. 

My dear Gekeral, 

Jd ORTUNE seems to be in a good humour with 
you. It is not enough that you have trium^phed 
over external and internal enemies at New-York^ 
but you are about to enjoy new triumphs in another 
part of the continent. I tremble only at the price 
of victory on the plains of Abraham. 

I presage the surviving jrour conquestsfrom one 
part of your character, and that is, you have a 
wonderful talent of infusing your spirit into the 
minds of your troop& Should your blood mingle 
with tlie blood of Wolfe, Montcahn, ai)d Mont* 
gommery, posterity will execrate the plains of 
Abraham to the end of time. 

Your appointment to the Canada exped^on 
gave all your friers here great pleasure, t think 
it is mocetbah probable, the principal force of 
our eneniies will be sent to that quarter. Canada 
is dearer to the l^inp; than all the other colonies 
put together, as it is the only part of the British 
empire in which arbitrary power is established by 
law. Should that province become the seat of 
war, we shall have no reason to complain ; fi>r 
our sea coasts and sea-port towns are ija a poor 
situation to receive our enemies. 

The Gulf and River St. Lawrence, it is to be 
hoped, will concur with the elen>ents in embar- 
"^ssing them^ Mr. Pitt conquered America in 
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Germany ; who knows but General Lee mi^ con* 
quer Britain in America ? 

I need not tell you, how much pleasure it will 
give me to receive a few lines from you by all the 
expresses you send to the congress* I shall write 
to you most faithfully by the return of each of 
them. Colonel Thompson speaks in raptures of 
you in all companies. 

The bearer of this letter is Mr. Paine, the cele- 
brated author of Common Sense. 

Adieu, Yours &c. 

AN OLD FRIEND. 
Gen. Lee. 



Winchester, Jan. fTth, 1779. 
Sir, 

JL OUR favour of the tenth ultimo, did not reach 
me till the twenty- second instant. I jthat day 
wrote you an answer by one Mr. Campbell who 
was on his way, and who promised to give my 
letter a conveyance, if he did not see you. I m>- 
iormed you,, that I saw no objections to your pay- 
ing off the incumbrances on your land, and the fu- 
ture payments whenever it is convexu^ot for you 
to do so. 

I should be happy to see the important subject 
of the independence of North America, discus- 
sed in the perspicuous and able manner you Are ca- 
pable of. I have troubled you with some of my 
crude thoughts, to afibrd you an opportunity when 
leisure will permit, and inclination le^d you^ to ex- 
plain my mist^es and correct my errors. From 
jthe commencement of the present unhappy dis^ 
pute I con^dered the shedding of blood, if thg^ 
event should take place^ as the a^^at wh)ch. would 
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terminate the British empire in America ; or the 
colonies be subjugated to. the absolute domina- 
tion of parliament ; and when hostilities commen- 
ced, my mind was only agitated with the means of 
defendmg ourselves, and forming a constitution 
which would secure substantial liberty to the pe€>- 
pie ; but when I found the Congress entertained 
different views, that they had again petitioned the 
king for reconciliation, and declared to their fel- 
low subjects throughout the empire, that their on- 
ly end in taking up arms was to procure a redress 
of grievances and secure their property and con- 
stitutional right, solemnly disclaiming every 
idea of establishing an independent empire^ it gave 
a different turn to my thoughts. I reflected that 
our ancestors have fought many battles, and shed 
torrents of blood in support of their constitution- 
al rights, and whatever may have been the fate of 
arbitrary princes, the constitution was ever held 
sacred, the instance of Charles's reign only ex- 
cepted. The Whigs were then obliged to join 
with the Tories, in restoring royalty in its lustre 
to get rid of a phantom which the Independents 
had raised under the name of liberty. The hope 
of a re- union with out brethren of Great Britaiiv, 
iEind of the increasing grandeur and prosperity of 
the whole empire to me, I confess, had something 
agreeable in it. - I therefcrt^ with eagerness inves- 
tigated the proposed plan of operations, to enable 
me to judge of the jwobable event, and I found, 
or thought I found, the security of our liberties^ 
in connection with Great l&itain almost certainly 
attainable ; at any rate more practicable than the 
establishing an Independent state ; fcwr the follow^ 
ing among other reasons, that the people of Ame- 
rica were determlnately united in support of that 
measure ; that evoy insult and inj%iry from admin- 
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istration only tended to animate and cement ; that 
the greatest trading cities and most respectable 
characters in England are our friends ; that even 
our enemies in parliament dare not stand the attack 
on the proper ground ; but, in order to carry their 
point, have always insisted we were aiming at in- 
.dependency. That the belief of this is the sole 
reason we have any enemies among the people of 
England, and though I am of opinion, the govern- 
ing powers of Britain would rather lose the c(Jo- 
nies totally, than yield one iota of their preten- 
sions, the people will think very differently when 
convinced our views extend no further than to the 
security of those rights, which they themselves 
hold essential to liberty. That it would be impos- 
sible for government to carry on a war against the 
inclinations, and so destructive to the interests of 
the people, as the present must obviously appear, 
when it is remembered, the cause of our contest 
is the assumed power of parliament, to tax the 
colonies, to alter our forms of government, to 
transport us to Britain for the trial of supposed 
offences, and to make laws regulating our internal 
police. That the sword would even drop from 
the hand of a British soldier, if he believed it poin- 
ted against the breast of a man contending for his 
bJrth-right. That an attempt to establish an in- 
dependency would unite England 'as one man 
^inst us ; and though she is burdened with an 
enormous debt, and deprived of a most valuable 
branch of commerce, she has still great resources ; 
and it is not easy to foresee the consequences of 
the utmost exertions of her powers. Besides, it 
appears to be the interest of Europe, that Ameri- 
ca should remain dependent. The power and 
importance of England, which by a defection of 
the colonies, she would lose, isnecessary inthe Eu- 
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ropean system. Holland and Portugal, t think, owe 
theirpolitical existence to her; and even those states 
which might wish to see her depressed, were their in- 
terests confined to Europe, would dread greater evils 
from the establishment of an independent empire in 
North America, the certain consequences of which 
would be, I apprehend, the loss of Mexico, South 
America, and the West India islands to whomso- 
ever belonging. But it is a necessary enquiry, on 
what terms can our differences be adjusted which 
will secure us from future contests? I answer, it is 
impossible. The nature of human affairs is such, 
that no political system can be established which the 
folly of weak, or ambition of wicked men will not 
in time subvert. Let Great Britain relinquish her 
claim of internal legislation and taxation ; let sta* 
ted times be limited for the holding and duration 
of assemblies, and counsellors dependent on the 
Crown, be deprived of legislative powers, or hold 
their places during life; and let supreme judges be 
appointed in each colony, to hold their places du- 
ring good behaviour, with certain and adequate 
salaries. All this would be no real injury to Eng- 
land, the only advantage she ever did, or ever caii 
receive from America is her commerce, an equi- 
table share of which, ought to be secured to her 
by a grand commercial syste^i, to be agreed on by 
the legislators of the two countries, and to remain 
unalterable, except by mutual consent. Such a 
plan of accommodation I think, offers as fair for 
the permamentsecurity of peace, wealth* andliberty, 
as any I have heard, or pan devise for the govern- 
ment of America in an independent state. I take 
it for granted, as I have never heard it disputed, 
that a popular or democratic governmept must take 
place, which in its most perfect state, I think 
much inferior to the mixed government of Bri- 
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tain ; for I hold it as a maxim that wherever tlie 
supreme power is vested in one man, or one body 
of men, the liberty of the subject is at best pre- 
carious. It appears from history, that popular 
' fury is as formidable, and often exercised with as 
much injustice as royal indignation. Frequent 
elections are no security in this case, the spirit of 
the people always influences the Representative 
body, and if a man becomes unpopular, however 
innocent, his ruin is inevitable. To you I need 
not give instances ; neither is it possible in such a 
constitution, to render the judicial powers totally 
independent. The same body of men who ha\«|^ 
the appointment of the judges, having also the^ 
power of removing them, will carry popular pre- 
judice even to the seats of justice. In this respect, 
England has tlie advantage of all other nations. 
In cool dispassionate hours, the three branches of 
the legislature concur in enacting laws for the 
general good of the community. The meanest 
subject cannot be punished unless he transgresses 
those laws^ neither can the judges be displaced for 
faithfully executing them, without the like concur- 
fence. This protects individuals equally from 
popular violence, and the arbitrary measures of 
kings and courtiers. But is America capable of 
receiving a democratic government ? Have we 
that industry, frugality, cecpnbmy, that virtue 
which b necessary to constitute it? Laws and 
constitutions must be adapted to the manners of 
the people ; they do not, they cannot form theni. 
Whenever the manners change, the laws change 
with them, or lose their force. Is not North Ame- 
rica too extensive for a popular.government ? But 
I find like spirit of the ^imes is against a union; 
we must then become a confederacy of republics, 
each having supreme powers within itself. Does 



♦*• 



19S 

not this afford a prospect of perpetual wars and in- 
ternal feuds, till some one colony, or perhaps one 
man, becomes master of the whole continent ? Re- 
cur to the historic page, and point out the age and 
country where this, under similar circumstances, 
has not been the case ? The united provinces be- 
ing surrounded by more powerful states, material* 
ly distinguishefi their situation from that of these 
colonies. A Congriess or general council for re- 
gulating the affairs of the whole confederacy will 
hardly be sufficient to maintain peace. There was 
a general council of the English heptarchy, yet 
***Jl^t island was an uninterrupted scene of blood 
and slaughter, till united under one head. There 
is a general diet of the German empire, yet every 
one knows that the princes of the empire submit 
to its decrees, just as far as suits their own purpo- 
ses. Greece had her Amphictyons, yet was not 
without intestine wars. 

The country being calkd to arms for the express 
*^urpose of defending and securing her constitu- 
tional liberty, is there not an inconsistency in em- 
ploying those arms to quite different purposes, at 
least till it is known whether the original end be 
attainable ? and surely the most sanguige could 
not expect that point so soon determined ? Or that 
we could force England to a compliance with our 
terms in the course of one campaign. 

An apology might well be expected for this 
trouble ; if I had a good one to offer, you should 
have it. Some slight touches on the subject with 
several expressions of regard interspersed through 
your letters of business, emboldened me to take 
this liberty, and further, to request an answer. - 

I am one of those who have ever wish^ and 
gloried in the honour and prosperity of the British 
'**npire ; • but if a separation takes place, interest, 
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inclination, every consideration wiil induce me to 
take part with my native landi and my best endea- 
vours shall not be wanting to render the Americans 
a free, happy, and independent people. Any lights 
which you may throw on the subject, shall be faith- 
fully improved to that purpose, as far as my nar- ^ 
row sphere, (and it is a very narrow one,) permits. 
The arguments of pamphleteers, and newspaper 
scribblers, on both ^ides of the question, have 
been so absurd, feUacious, or at least superficial, 
that very little instruction or pleasure, could be de- 
rived from reading them. Heartily wishing you.. , 
success in every patriotic exertion of your abifi-t 
ties, I remain with esteem. Sir, • i* 

Your very humble servant, ^ 

ALEX. WHITE. 
Major Gen. Lee. 
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Stafford, Feb. 5tli, ITTC. 

Sir, 

Immediately after I had waited upon you at 
Philadelphia, I proceeded to New- York, and i&nd- 
ing much difficulty in pursuing my intended 
journey, I delivered your dispatches to Mr. Lewis, 
by directfon of Mr. Van B. Livingston, and wrote 
to you at my return, acquainting you therewith. 
I have not wrote to you so frequently as I would 
do, imagining that 3'^our time might be employed 
better, in matters of greater moment, to the pub- 
lic ; and where public utility is in question, apo- 
logies become unnecessary ; be pleased therefore 
to accept the following hints from one who has 
seen service. I am amazed at a ship or two laying 
at New^York for some time past ; I never saw two 
vessels that lay in more danger were they attacked 
and they also know it. ITie Asia lay' long in die 
North Kiver, and refused to go into the sound 
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until Paiker, a senior captain, was sent with a 
ship to reinforce him, with positive orders from 
the admiral lo join ; it may also be seen by their 
writing to the may w, and by Parker's threatening 
and bullying the town. There are three ways of 
taking or destroying these ships, could it be kept 
secret : First, by boarding ; for as the Asia mi>st 
ground at low water, the springs upon cables 
Avould be of no use ; and, I apprehend, that her 
lower guns could not range over the wharf when 
aground, therefore a few guns with grape shot run 
down upon the wharfs, upon her bow and quar- 
^ ^Ors, would effectually sweep and clear her decks, 
^ while the people boarded. Secondly, if there were 
'# mortars or eyen guns to throw combustible mat- 

ter on the decks, into the rigging, to stick on her 
sides, with grape as before, to prevent extinguish- 
. lucnt, the guns with the grape woujd be otit of 
the power of her guns while aground. The third 
and best method, as I imagine, I would under- 
take myself, with a reasonable person to command 
the detachment, as second in command, or engi-, 
neer, or conductor of the works, or, as I told you, 
in any character, so that I might be serviceable 
to the cause. 

The method I will here lay down to ttie best of 
my ability ; there is Long Island and Nutten Island, 
well situated to place guns; and, I imagine, three 
or four hundred men would be suflGicient to com- 
pleat in one night all the necessary works : The 
greatest difficulty would be, to get cannon to Nut- 
ten Island, but they might come from the Narrows 
by night in flats. It would be impossible to point 
out either the facilities, or difficulties of the under- 
taking in the course of a letter ; -the greatest diffi- 
culty willbe^ to.keep it secret from the people of 
Staten Island, Long Island, and New- York. If 
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this matter is not soon put in execution, tliey wilt 
be reinforced, or they will fall into the North 
River; but if there was lodgment with some guns 
upon Nutten Island, with the town battery to assist, 
they could not get out without running aground. 
As soon as the batteries upon Long Island begin 
to play, there should be some of the Connecticut 
men, or some others, ready to run down upon the 
wharfs, with some few guns a-head and a-stem, 
with grape, to clear the decks, and fire into the 
ports. While loading, the batteries will have 
this advantage, that they can play by night, if 
clear; this method will soharrass and disable them» 
that they n^ust strike quickly or they will be boar- 
ded. When this affair is finished the men should 
immiediately march to the Narrows, and erect a 
battery that would keep all out, and all in ; twen- 
ty guns properly disposed, would sink any vessel 
tihat would dare attempt to go up, and would be 
out of the range of all shot from the shipping. 
Your cruisers would find shelter and a good har- 
bour. Had this been done last summer, our en- 
emies at Boston would have starved before now» 
There should be a camp formed there early in the 
spring, and two strong forts erected with retrench- 
ments to cover them ; for you may depend upon 
it, there will be a rigorous push made early to get 
up the North River ; works upon each side would 
greatly retard and delay their operations ; and I 
doubt not, but defeat the design of the campaign. 
To attack both, they must divide their army, 
which would greatly harrass them ; and if they 
wait to attack them one after another, the campaign 
is logt, besides the attacks made upon them at Ian- 
ding 'within the vicinity, and perhaps under cover 
of these forts and retrenchments ; also the attacks 
on their rear, while they are attacking the works. 
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In short, we have every thing in our favour, to dc- 
feat the ensuing campaign, if we only begin in 
time, and conduct matters properly. , 

You want nothing but experienced officers five 
hundred at least. But to return to the men of war, 
that I find so much intimidates the people of this 
country, is a well constructed floating battery, for- 
midable and powerful in her own element at sea, 
no doubt ; but when opposed to the land, is only 
an egg-shell. Batteries and guns properly placed 
will soon silence them. I will here describe asi well 
as I can, the batteries of late made use of against 
shipping ; the old batteries in our ports and har- 
bours at home are found almost useless. As they 
are all built similar or like that at New-York, very 
low and near the water, whereby the vessel has 
all the power over them that she could wish, not 
only from her great guns, but small arms ; where- 
as, quite the reverse ought to be the case ; the 
batteries should be fixed at a distance from the 
water and vessel, no nearer than two hundred yards 
if the ground will admit, from the channel, or 
where the vessel is to anchor or sail, and upon 
ground high enough to be out of the range of her 
shot, if such ground cannot be found, take the 
highest, you cmi get and sink, or let in your plat- 
forms and guns upon the top or summit of the 
hill, the muzzles of the guns as it were, peeping 
out of the hilj. Thus the men will work their 
guns when thus situated with facility and safety, 
and out of the reach of all shot. There is no 
ship in the world that would dare offer to attack 
or pass such a battery, if twenty guns were moun- 
ted. These are the kindof batteries that I would 
propose for all attacks upon vessels, and what I 
would make use of, upon Long Island and Nut- 
ten Island, and though the land is not so high as 
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may be wished, yet the sinking and lettiog in the 
guns into the firm and highest ground will answer 
the purpose no doubt : ships fire very slow, and 
fire at random, neither can it be imagined that men 
can stand to their guns, where shot and splinters 
are continually flying, much less level and point 
guns accurately. In short, they must do as the 
French did on board of four sail of the line at 
Louisbufg, in a short time they must strike or jump 
into the hold notwithstanding we never had more 
than two guns playing upon any ship at a time. 
Twelve guns would be sufficient, six upon Long 
Island and six upon Nutten Island, and twelve 
pounders would be heavy enough as the distance 
is but short, and less than three pound of powder 
would be sufficient for a charge. There ought to 
be two men to each giin that understand loading 
and firing, the rest may be raw. I would imagine 
that Lord Sterling would be a very proper person 
to command the detachment, and would readily ac- 
cept it, I make no doubt, the troops might keep 
moving, some at the Narrows, some at the Ferry 
at York, some even might go to Jamaica, Flat 
Blush, &c. until guns and other matters are in rea- 
diness. The commanding officer and engineer at 
the Ferry, oflF and on, to reconnoitre the giound, 
and view the position of the vessels. I have here 
thrown a kw matters together, in a rough manner ; 
however, I shall not needlessly make any apology 
for troubling you, as the intention is good. I can 
assure you, that these hints, as I call them, are no 
whim, or production of my own, but are drawn 
from real practice and experience which I have of- 
ten seen and helped to execute in rivers, lakes, ^nd 
harbours, during twenty- eiglit years service. I 
cannot dismiss the Narrows, the enemy should not 
he allowed to slip into the heart of the coimtrv> 
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without gaining it by inches : the Narrows are 
centrical and the people thereabouts disposed to 
be troublesome ; it is a most desirable situation 
for^n army, as they can act either to the eastward, 
or westward together, or separate, and supplies 
can come from all quarters either by land or water* 
A battery placed as before mentioned has great 
power and command of shipping , one ^ot fired 
in this angular manner from an eminence, will do- 
more execution than twenty fired horizontally ; for 
if the shot strike the vessel on one side, between 
windand water, they willcomeout on the other side 
some feet below water ; in short, their powder-room? 
and all is in danger, nor will the men's lying fiat upon 
the decks screen them, I l\ave had experienpe of 
thb, acting as a marine officer on board men of 
war. You want, as I have said before experi- 
enced officers, who have explored the country,, 
rivers, lakes, difficult passes ; in short, that know 
every inch of ground, that have drubbed, and 
been drubbed ; for drubbing brings men to rea- 
son and reflection, I beg y6u would offer my ser- 
vices to the honourable the Congress, as one Uiat 
has seen service both in horse, foot, and marines. 
There is not an officer in America this day has 
seen more service than I have, both abroad and at 
home during both the late wars. Nothing would 
prevail with me to engage again, but tlie present 
cause : my all is now at stake, the die is thrown : 
r must conquer or die* 

I am, Sir, most respectfully 

Your most humble and most 
Obedient Servant, 

TREVOR NEWLAND. 
Major Gen, Lee. 
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Philadelphia, Fc6. i\ih, 17T6. 

DfiAR Sir, 

Ml he bearer, Mons. Arundel, is directed by the 
Congress to repair to General Schuyler, in order 
to be employed by him in the Artillery service. 
He proposes to wait on you in his way, and has 
requested me to intrduce him by a line to you. 
He has been an officer in the French service, as^ 
you will see by his commissions ; and professing 
2l good-will to our cause, I hope he may be useful 
in instructing our gunners and mattrosses : per- 
haps he may advise in opening the nailed can- 
non. 

I received the enclosed, the other day, from aix 
officer^ Miv Newland> wha served in the two last 
wars and was known by General Gates, who spoke 
well of him to me when I was at Cambridge* He 
is desirous now of entering into your service. 
I have advised him to wait upon you at New- 
York. 

They still talk big in England, and threaten 
hard ; but their language is somewhat civiUer, at 
least not quite sb disrespecful to us. By degrees 
they come to their senses, but too late; I fancy for 
their interest. 

We have got a large quantity of salt-petre, one 
hundred and twenty ton, and thirty more expected 
) Powder-mills are now wanting; I believe We 
must set to work and mal^e it by^ hand. But I still 
wish, with you, that pikes coiild be introduced, 
and I would add bows and arrows : these were 
good weapons, not wisely laid aside : 

1st. Because a man jnay shoot as truly with a 
bow as with a common musket. 

2d. He can discharge four arrows in the time 
of charging and discharging one bullet. 
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3d. His object is not taken from his view by the 
smoke of his own side. 

4th. A flight of arrows seen coming upon them- 
terrifies and disturbs the enemies' attention to his 
business. 

5th. An arrow striking in any part of a man 
puts him hars du combat till it is extracted. 

6th. Bows and arrows are more easily provided 
eveiy where than muskets and ammunition. 

Polydore Virgil, speaking of one of our battles 
against the French in Edward the Third's reign, 
mentions the great confusion the enemy was 
thrown into, sagittarum nube, from the English ; 
and concludes, £st res proficto dictu mirables^ ut 
tantus ac poiens exereitus a solisfere Anglicis sa- 
gittariis victus fuerit ; adto Anglus est sagitti 
potens^ et id genus armorum valet. If so much 
execution was done by iarrows when men wore 
some defensive armour, how much more might 
be'done now that is out of use J 

I am glad you are come to New- York, but I 
also wish you could be in Canada. There is a 
kind of su^nse in men's minds here at present, 
waiting to see what terms will be offered from 
England. I expect none that we can accept ; and 
when that is generally seen, we shall be more una- 
nimous and more decisive : then your proposed 
solemn league and covenant will go better down, 
and perhaps i^ost of your other strong measures 
adopted. 

I am alway^ glad to hear from you, but I do not 
deserve your favours, being so bad a correspond- 
ent. My eyea will now hardly serve me to write 
by night, and these short daysjhave been all 
taken up by smch a variety of businessi^ that I 
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jseldom can sit down ten minutes without interrup- 
tion.— -God give you success. 

I am, with the greatest esteem, 

Yours affectionately, 

B. FRANKLIN. 
Major Gen. Lee. 

Philaddphia, Feb, i9th, 1796. 

Mr Dear Sir, 

X HE Congress have seen such a necessity of an 
able commander in Canada, as to destine you to 
that most arduous service. I tremble for your 
health, yet I hope the campaign will rather promote 
it than otherwise. We want you at New- York ; 
we want you at Cambridge ; we want you in Vir- 
ginia ; but Canada seems of more importance 
than any of those places, and therefore you arc 
sent there. I wish you as many laurels as Wolfe 
and Montgomery reaped there, with an hap- 
pier fate. Health and long life after a glorious 
return. 

But I am ashamed to go on in such a strain 
Mrhen writing to you whose time is so much better 
employed 'than in reading it, since I took up my 
pen only to introduce to your acquaintance a 
countryman of yours, and a citizen of the world, 
to whom a certain heretical pamphlet, called Cow- 
mon SensCy is imputed. His name is P a i n e. He 
is travelling to New- York for his curiosity, and 
wishes to see a gentleman whose character he so 
highly respects. 

A luckier, a happier expedition than yours to 
New- York never was prdected. The whole Whig 
world are blessing you for it, and none of them 
more than, 

Your friend and servant, 

JOHN ADAMS. 
Major Gen. Lee. 
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Philadelphia, Feb. 19/A, 17T6- 

Sir, 

X HAVE the honour to inclose you sundry re- 
solutions of Congress, by which you will perceive, 
it is the desire of Congress, that you should repair 
to Canada, and take upon you the command of 
the army of the United Colonies in that pro- 
vince. I need not mention the importance of the 
trust reposed in you, and the happy effects it will 
have in securing the liberty of America, if you 
should be so fortunate as to drive our enemies, the 
enemies of liberty and the rights of mankind 
out of it. I heartily pra}r that the Disposer of 
Events may grant you success equal to your merit 
and zeal. 

As you will want battering cannon, which are 
not to be had in that province, you arc to apply- 
to the Convention, or Committee of Safety c^ 
New- York ; to whom, by this opportunity, I send 
the-recommendatioaof Congress to supply you 
with twelve, such as you shall judge most suita- 
ble, and some mortars, if they have or can procure 
them; with balls, shells, and other necessaries; 
and also to assist you in forwarding them. Eight 
tons of powder are now on their way to Albany, 
for the forces in Canada ; and as a very consider- 
able quantity of saltpetre is sent to the mills of 
Mr. Wisner and Mr. Livingstone, should there be 
occasion for more, you will be supplied from 
thence. 

You will readily perceive the necessity of con- 
ferringwith General Schuyler, and with him con- 
suiting on the best methods of having necessaries 
conveyed to you across the lakes. The Congress 
have afull confidence that you will co-operate in 
"ecuring the possession of the lakes, and mututnlly 
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assisting each other as occasion may require; and, 
as far as in your power, give mutual aid in sup. 
porting the cause of freedom and liberty. I expect 
the deputies will in a short time be ready to pro- 
ceed to Canada. 

I am, with every sentiment of esteem. 

Sir, 
Your most obedient, 

Humble servant, 
JOHN HANCOtK, Pres. 
Hon. Major Gen. Lee. 



' • Philadelphia, Mardi Ut, 1776. 

Dear Sir, 

; After a warm contest, occasioned by the high 
[ estimation the members of Congress have of your ^ 
worth and abilities, every one wishiQg to have 
you where he had most at stake, the Congress 
have at length determined to sivpercede the orders 
; given you to proceed to Canada, and have this_ 
i day come to a resolution that you shall take the 
command of the cohtinental forces in the southern 
department which comprehends Virginia, N^rth 
Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia. 
.The Congress have also appointed six new bri- 
I gadier Generals ; viz. John Armstrong, Willkm 
I Thompson, Andrew Lewis, James Moore, Lord 
Sterling, and Robert How, Esq. four of whom 
you are to command in the southern department, 
and two in the middle. By this coitveyance I 
have forwarded the commission for his iLordship. 
As soon as your health and the nects^ar} orders 
you may think proper to give for putfing New- 
York in a state of defence, ^ill perrnit, I have it 
in charge to direct that you repair to the depart^ 
ment put under your immediate command. 
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In expectation of seeing you soon in this place, 
on your way, I need not add, but that, I am, with 
every sentiment of regard and esteem, 

Sir, /** 

Your most obedient servant, 

JOHN HANCOCK, Pres. 
Hon. Major Gen, Lee. 
New- York. 



Head-qnarlers, Feb. Z&tk, 1T76. 

Deak Gembral, 

I^AST night I had the pleasure to receive yours 
• of the 15th, I am rejoiced you have weathered 
this fit of the gout ; 1 don't think you will have 
another this wmter, if you was careful in letting 
that pass off; it may probably be of much service 
to your constitution. When I mentioned Canada, 
X jdid not mean you should winter there ; if you 
can secure the entrance into it, by getting Quebec, 
and possessing it this summer, you may leave the 
care of ^t province to your Brigadiers for the 
winter to come. The General was pleased you 
wrote to him, as he began to think you tardy* 
He writes to you by this express. I like your in- 
tention of making the fort an open redoubt : ' I 
think some heavy guns upon the south and west 
sides, with good sod merlons, will make the men 
of war keep aloof. It is a pretty high situation, 
Sind battering it at a distance, over the lower bat- 
teries, would have but little eflFect. We have 
lately had reason to suppose Mr. Howe had 
thoughts of leaving Boston ; the General will tell 
you his reasons for thinking that was intended. 
Clinton, I ai!n* satisfied, went to see how affair's 
were circumsjtauced at New- York, to consult with 
Tryon, and tb prepare the way for Howe^s recep- 



tion. Unless the enemy repossess Canada, they 
cannot reinstate the king's affairs on this conti- 
nent ; there is no way to recover Canada, but 
by the Rivers of St. Laurence and Hudson. The 
St. Laurence is not practicable until late iq May ; 
therefore, the first attempt would most assuredly be 
made at New- York : for these reasons, I think 
your hands should be strengthened as much, and 
as expeditiously as possible. I am afraid you are 
deficient in gun-carriages ; employ all the hands 
you can procure to make them. I am glad you 
exjMTCss yourself so well pleased with the captains. 
Smith and Badlam ; the former has good talents, 
and will, I hope, prove as faithful as he is capable. 
Ere long it will be known, if I am right in my 
conjecture, that the great body of the enemy mean 
to endeavour to take post at, or near, New- York. 
Should that happen to be attempted, be assured 
we shall march with the utmost expedition to sup- 
port you* I expect soon to see Palfrey, in con- 
sequence of what I wrote to him, when I hope to 
hear you are in perfect health. Little Eustace is 
well, but nothing is done for him as yet. You 
know the more than Scotch partiality of these 
folks. I have had much to do to support the lad 
you put intoColonelWhitcomb's regiment; They 
nave no complaint in nature against him, but 
that he is too good an officer. What, in the 
name of reason, can Hite have trumped up, to com- 
mence a suit in Chancery upon ? Mrs. Gates and 
I have piizzled our brains tofind it out. The in- 
closed I desire you "will order to be immediately 
delivered to the postmaster. Mrs. Gates joins'me 
in every good wish for your health and success. 
I am ever affectionately, yours, 

HORATIO gates; 
Major Gen. Lee. 
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PhSkuU^fm, Fa.im, 17*16. 
Dear Sib, 

JL rejoice that you are going to Canada. I 
hope the gout will not have the courage to follow^ 
you into that severe climate. I believe you will 
have the number of men you wish fon I am told 
there will be two thousand more, but there are al- 
ways deficiencies. 

The bearer, Mr. Paine, has requested a line of 
introduction to you, which I give the more wil- 
lingly, asl know his sentiments are not very differ- 
ent from yours : he is the reputed, and, I think ^ 
the real author of Common Sense^ a pamphlet that 
has made great impression here. I do not enlarge^ 
both because he waits, and because I hope for the 
pleasure of conferring with you face to face in Ca- 
nada. I will only add, that we are assured here on 
the part of France, that the troops sent to the 
West- Indies have no inimical views to us or our 
cause. It is thought they intend a war witliout a 
previous declaration. 

God prosper all your undertakings, and return 
you with health, honour, and happiness. 

Yours most affectionately, 

B. FRANKLIN. 
Major Gen. Lee. 



PkOedtlphM^Juljf m, ITTCi. 
Sib, 

jL our favour of the 52d instant, containing the 
very agreeable intelligence of the success of the 
American attny under your command, I had the 
honour of receiving, aiid immediately laid the ^me 
before Congress. 

The same enlarged mind, and distinguished ar- 
dour in the cause of freedom, that taught you to 
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despise the prejudices which have enslaved the 
bulk of mankind, when you nobly undertook the 
defence of American liberty, will entitle you to 
receive from posterity the same due to such exal- 
ted and disinterested conduct. 

That a handful <^ men, without the advantage 
of military experience, animated only with the sa- 
cred love of liberty, should repulse a powerful 
fleet and army, are circumstances that must excite 
gratitude and wonder in the friends of America, 
aiidprovea source of the most mortifying disap- 
pointment to our enemies. . 

Accept, therefore. Sir, the thanks of the Inde- 
pendent States of America, unanimously declared 
by their delegates to be due to you and the brave 
officers and troops under your command, who re- 
pulsed with so much valour the attack that was 
made on the state of South Carolina, on the 28th 
of June, by the fleet and army of his Britannic 
Majesty ; and be pleased to communicate to them 
this distinguished mark of the approbation of their 
country. 
I have the honour to be, with the greatest respect, 
Sir, your most obedient. 

And very humble servant, 
JOHN HANCOCK, Pres. 
Major Gen. Lee. 



iVw-ForAr, May^ 177$. 

Mv DEAR Lxe, 

X OURfavourqf the 5th ult. from \Yilliamsburg, 
the first I have received from you since you left this 
city, came to my hands by the last post. I thank 
you for your kind congratulations on our posses- 
sion of !postoa. I thank you for your good wish- 



es in our future operations, and hfypt that every 
diabolical attempt to deprive mankind of their 
inherent rights and {Mrivilges, whether made in the 
east, west, north, or south, will be attended 
with disappointment and disgrace, and that the au- 
thors in the end will be brought to such punishment, 
as an injured people have a right to iraiict. 

General Howe^s retreat from Boston was preci- 
pitate, beyond any thing I could have conceived. 
The destruction of the stores at Dunbar's camp 
after Braddock's defeat was but a faint image of 
what was seen at Boston ; artillery cart9 cut to 
pieces in one fdace ; gun carriages in another ; 
shells broke here ; shot buried there, sukI eveiy 
thing carrying with it the face of disorder a^ 
confusion, as also of distress. 

Immediately upon their e|[nbar)^ation, J detadb* 
ed a bri^de of five regiments to thi§ city, ai>4 
upon their sailing, removed with the wfaolii^ 
army hither, except four regiments at Bo^oo, 
and one at Beverley, &c. for the piptectiipo 
of those places, the stores and barracks there, 
and for erecting works for defending tl^ harbour 
of the first. Immediately upon my arrival here I 
detached four regiments by order of Congress to 
Canada, (to wit, Poors, Patterson's, Treaton's and 
Bond's) under the command of BrigadlerThomp- 
son, and since that, by the same authority, and m 
consequence of some unfavourable accounts from 
that quarter, General Sullivan and six other regi- 
ments, namely, Starke's Reed's Wain's Irvine's, 
Wind's and Dayton's have moved oflF for that de- 
partment; the four last regiments are of Penpsyl- 
vania and New-Jersey, The first brigade arrived 
at Albany the twenty-fourth ultimo, and were mo- 
ving on, when accounts came from thence the 
twenty-seventh. The other brigade must all be 
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at Albany before this, as some of the regiments 
sailed ten days ago, and the last four, and the winds 
very favourable. This has left us very weak at 
this place, whilst I have my fears that the rein- 
forcement will scarce get to Canada in time, for 
want of teams to transport the troops, Sgc. to 
Fwt George, and vessels to convey them on after- 
wards. 

We have done a great deal of work at this 
place. In a fortnight more, I think the city will 
be in a very respectable state of defence. Gov- 
ernor's Island has a large and strong work erected, 
and a regiment encamped there. The point be- 
low, called Red Hook, has a small, but exceeding 
str<Hig barbet battery ; and several new works are 
constructed, and many of them almost executed 
at other places. 

General Ward, upon the evacuation of Boston, 
and finding that there was a probability of hb re- 
moving from the smoke of his own chimney, ap- 
lulled to me, and wrote to Congress for leave to re- 
sign. , A few days afterwards, some of the officers^ 
as he says, getting uneasy at die prospect of Iiis 
• leaving them, he applied for his letter of resigna- 
ti(Mi, which had been committed to my care ; but, 
behold ! it had been carefully forwarded to Con- 
gress, and as I have since learnt, judged so reason- 
able, {want of health being the plea,.) tliat it \vas 
instantly complied with.. Brigadier Fry, previous 
to this, also conceiving that there was nothing* en- 
tertaining or profitable toan old man, tabe march- 
ing and counter-marching, desired, immediate- 
ly on the evacuation of Boston, (wfaoch happened 
on the 17th of March,} that he might resign his 
commission on the 11th of AprUr the choice of 
tlK day became a matter of great speculation,, and 
remained j^foundly mysterious till he exliibitcd 
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his account, \vhen there appeared tiekher more nor 
less in it, than the completion of three calender 
months ; the pay of which he received without 
any kind of compunction, although he had aever 
done one tour of duty, or, I believe, had ever been 
Out of his house from the time he entered till he 
quitted Cambridge. 

So much for two Generals : I have next to in- 
form you that the Pay-master-general, Colonel 
Warren, not finding it convenient to attend Ae 
army, from the various employments and avoca- 
tions in which he was engaged, also resigned Ms 
commission,' and is succeeded by your old aid^ 
Palfrey, 

When I was speaking of the distressed situs^oB 
of the king's troops, and the tories, at thek* eva- 
cuation of Boston, I might have gone on, mid ad- 
ded, that their misfortunes did not end here. It 
seems upon their arrival at Halifaxi many of tke 
former were obliged to encamp, akhough the 
ground was covered deep with snow ; and the laiU 
•ter, to pay six dollars a- week few s(M?ry upper- 
rooms, and stow in them, men, women, and chil- 
dren, as thick comparatively, as the hair upon tfaek 
heads. This induced many of these gentry to 
return, and throw themselves upon the mercy and 
clemency of their countrymen, who wcFe for send- 
ing them immediately back, as the pF0pa*est and 
sev€irek punishment they could inftict ; but de^ 
being preferred to this, they now wait in confine- 
ment, any other that may be thought due to such 
parricides. 

All the ships of war have left this place^ and 
gone down to the Hook, except ^ Asia, which 
lays five miles below the Narrows, and abouttwdve 
or fourteen from hence. I could have added mwe, 
but my paper will not admit of it* With eoiropK- 
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ment, therefisre, to the gendemeii of my acquain* 
tancc with you, and with the most fervent wishes 
for your health and success, 

I remain, 

Your most affecdonate, 
G. WASHINGTON. 
Major Gen. Lee. 



T^aqmn, Norik Csroitaff, Jtm llA, 17r6. 

Sir, 

JL HIS moment yours of the 1st instant came to 
my hand. The note bclosed, directed to the com* 
manding officer of the corps of Virginia forces, 
intended for the station of Hillsborough, I will 
use my best endeavour to transmit so soon as I 
can learn who he is, or for what part of Virginia 
they arc ordered ; of both I am now entirely un- 
informed, having heard nothing of such destina- 
tion until I received your letter. If I can get no 
information in my neighbourhood, I will send 
your note to the commanding officer of Halifax or 
Mecklinburgh county ; which, lying contiguous 
to thiSf are most likely to have received orders to 
march hither. 

I cannot say, Sir, that I rejoice diat die enemy 
have abandoned their design on this colony. 
Their force could not have efiected nuich against 
us, btrt they may prove troublesome to some of 
(Hir southern neighbours, who are pnobably not 
so well provided for defence as we are. 

I beg leave, Sir, to wish you all p(»sible sueeess 
in your generous efBorts for the defence of the ^in- 
doubted rights of mankind. Had the scene of ac- 
tion been where we first expected, I intended to 
have put myselfavdunteer under your command, 
and to have contributed my little assktance to- 
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wards that saccefis which I am assured would have 
attended your command. Remote as the scene 
may be, I shall not bear absence from it witli 
much patiencQ ; and were it not almost ruin to my 
private affairs, no campaign should pass without 
receiving the little assistance I could personally 
give ; for though I am no military character, nor 
ambitous of such distinction, the cause in which 
we are now engaged, and in which I have unremit- 
tingly struggled since the stamp act, makes me 
anxious to be a witness and an actor„ however in- 
considerable, in every scene of importance whether 
military ox' civil, which may relate to it 

I have the honour to be, with singular respect. 
Sir, your obedient servant, 

THOMAS BURKE. 
Major Gen. Lee, 



Bxiii Sir, 



PfUhde^ia, Jm^ iT/ft,.lTr«;. 



I HEARTILY thank you for your letter, and 
regret that I cannot have the pleasure of meeting 
you ; the great wish of my life is to see peace be- 
tween two countries I almost equally loye,. while 
it is a question whdthef thi!!& or an ioextermimible 
war is to take place. I meant in words I had 
learnt from yoi|, to set before 3'^ou the many and 
mutual advantages both would derive from an 
agreement : and as the terms now oSbred are mos^ 
for the interest of your favourite America than 
you ever bc^d to ot^ain^ I should have made no 
scruple to ask j^ur good offices, and to engage 
my o\vn> to remove any obstacles that >might ob^ 
struct the peace. 

I should think it a ^^ter honour to contribute 
k the smaltest degree to this, than to have 
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greatest share in bringing about victory : Uiese^ to 
II thinking man like you, who has many friends 
on both sides, subject him to a double regret 

I may not find another occasion of meeting you 
easily, but I would travel far to have the pleasure 
of embracing you, as a fellow subject of the same 
en^pire, and a friend. You will see by some 
speeches in the House of Commons, that others 
whom you value have the same wish« A celebta^ 
ted poem, just published, says, 

** By virtue, captive Lee is doubly blest." 

A pamphlet wrote by Governor Johnstorie's 
brother is nuich applauded by the nation, where a 
spirit prevails like that between tender relatione 
who are more disposed to love and re^^t, qlifii* 
a quarrel ha^ convinced both, of the ^dva^tflgc 
and value of friendship. I send you the pamphlet* 

Yqu do Sir I}. Clinton great justice in belie v* 
ing hipi incapable of a^ inhuman (^ illiberal mea» 
sure ; you may, with great confidence, assert, that 
he had no share in the havock you say has embit- 
tered peoples' minds to a degree of madness. 
Your letter to me is the only notice he has of the 
bupiiiigs you mention. If any other houses be- 
sides magazines were destroyed, it must have been 
by the wantonness of soldiers ; as the officer who 
formed the plan for destroying the preparations 
for the invasion of the island, aonfined it to this 
» object. The destruction of houses was no part 
of his^ project ; otherwise he would have mention, 
ed the success of it, which he has not done. I 
will deliver die messages you give me» and will 
ever see); every occasion to shew that I ^m with 

rcMrd, 

Dear Sir, your most affectionate friend, and 
humble servant, GEO. JOHNSON, 



214 

P. S* Sir Henry Clinton bids tnt thank you Ibr 
your letter, and charges me to enclose one he has 
received for you, from England. 

Major Gen. Lee. 



Qgr Charki'Toten Bmr, Jukf 2ft, 17t6. 

Un my return to the fleet, I found a letter from 
you by a flag of truce, with some refreshments you 
were pleased to send me, in return for which I 
must beg your acceptance of a cask of porter, and 
some English cheese, 

I have made enquiries concerning the person 
^ mentioned in your letter, who, it seems, has occa- 
sioned this correspondence between us, but can 
learn nothing further about him, than that he is 
not a master of a vessel, as he has represented 
himself to you ; and you will have been already 
informed by Mr, Byrd that Ethan Allen, and 
those that were with them, are gone to the North- 
ward. 

I am, Sir, 

Your most humble servant, 

H. CLINTON. 
To 
Charles Lee, Esq, 
Major General in the service 
of his Polish Majesty. 



WiUiamMrg, July mh, 1776. 
Mr DSAR GSKERJIL, 

X OUR kind concern for my health made me 
happy, and the high approbation you express of 
my public conduct highly gratified my pride. I 
had die pleasure of receiving your letter which did 
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me 50 much holtoury about the 9th tii last month* 
I was then at Mr. Harrison's near Petersburg, 
where I had gone with Mrs. Page for the recovery 
of her health. Our trip happily has answo^d our 
wishes, and we are once more fixed at Williams- 
burg. It is now four weeks since we have re* 
ceived any certain account of the situation of af- 
fairs in either of the Carolinas. Even your let- 
ter to brigadier Lewis countermanding the march 
of the troops did not arrive here till four weeks 
after it was written. The regiments had just be- 
gan their march ; bi}t had they not been scattered 
abroad on distant stations, and badly provided with 
necessariesfor such an expediti(Mi, they would have 
reached the place of their destination before your 
express could have stopped them* It wiU be 
worth your while to examine into the occasion of 
this* I thought it a matter of so much impcn:- 
tance to have such orders communicated with dis- 
patch, that I advised the brigadier to send an ex« 
press to you immediately, to inform you of the un- 
accountable delay that yours had met with, and to 
recommend it to you to establish a post throughout 
your district ; but he was preparing for an expe- 
dition against Gwynn Island. The lH*igadier set 
out last Monday on his way to our camp, attended 
by the Colonels Woodfo«l, Stephens, Buckner, 
Weedon, and some odiers, intending to examine 
into the strength of the enemy, and submit the 
propriety of an attack to a council of war. They 
reached the camp that night, and the next day 
finding that the Uunmore had changed stations 
with the other, and had exposed herself very pret- 
tily to the very place where we had been preparing 
a battery for the Otta-, they determined not to lose 
this good opportunity of tieginning their cannon- 
rwde, in which they might severely and principally 
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cliftstiae the noble EdrK At ei^t>'cioofct Ar, Mv 
oaptaiR Arundd and lieutenant Denny saluted tbi 
Dumnore and Otter, with two eighteen poundbers; 
the very first shot at tbt Otter, though a fiiU mik 
from our battery, struck her, as it is supposed, be- 
tween wind and water, for ^ did not return the 
fire, but was towed off on the careen* The Dun- 
more fired a hroad^de, and then was towed, off, 
havbg receiv ed four diot dirough her sides ; whilst 
she was in .tow, she received a fifth through htr 
aldrn which raked her, scarcely a shot was fired 
wfaidi did not do execution in some part of the 
fleet. A schooner lost one of her masts. Whilst lieu- 
tenant Denny was firing oa the fleet, their battery 
oa the island begaa to play on him, and a baU pas- 
sed through the embrazure ;. on which he immedi- 
ately turned his cannon on their battery; for be had 
taken the precaution to have scope enough to take 
in the fleet, and that part of their battery; and 
fired three times successively into their embrasure, 
which three rounds completely silenced that part 
of the battery ; the other part facing oilr lines on 
the Haven was almost as soon silenced by our bat- 
tery erected against it with four nines and three 
tttx pounders. Part.of their camp was a little ox* 
posed Tto both of our batteries which fired a few 
rounds into k. This fire was as well directed as 
that again^ theit ships ; for it beat down many of 
their tentst and threw their camp into the utmost 
confusion. When this was dT^covered, t^ briga^ 
dier ordered canoes u> b« brought down, to ena&e 
the men to pass ovier into the iiland ? for, !Utthap- 
pily; we had »pt ^a. boajt on the! shor^ : these couki 
not h^ pix)cured till thi^ next ^y> when a smart 
canTfi»»de be|^an between the battieries; but as 
^Qon a» our men^iad manfied l^irboals, their fire 
eeased, and they r^ired \rtth preelpltation t^ their 
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l^oats, and escaped safely to their ships, having first 
broken off the trunnions, &c. of their cannon. 
There were three tenders up the haven which 
could not pass our batteries; these they aban- 
doned ; they endeavoured to bum one, but our 
men boarded it, and extinguished the flames. I 
understand that all these tenders have their swivels 
in them; but it is reported that they had thrown 
the guns overboard. We are now in possession of 
the island. The fleet has retired, but is in sight. 
This might have been a complete affair, if proper 
measures had been preconcerted, and the whole 
well conducted. Our men, however, behaved 
well, our artillery was admirably ser\'ed, and we 
have disgraced and mortified our enemies. In this 
affair we lost not a man ; but most unhappily poor 
Captain Arundel was killed by the bursting of a 
wooden mortar, with which he was endeavouring 
to throw shells into the fleet. His loss is irrepa- 
rable. He behaved with great spirit and activity, 
and ^vas so hearty in our cause that he is universally 
lamented. Colonel Stephens is just returned from 
Gwynn's Island, he says the enemy carried off all 
their cannon from their batteries, except one six 
pounder, which they spiked. They left six car- 
riage guns in one of the tenders ; several negroes 
and a few whites were taken ; two negroes and 
one of the fourteenth regiment deserted to ^us. 
The prisoners inform, that Lord Dunmore's 
mate was cut in two by a double headed eighteen 
pounder, which also took off one man's arm and 
another's leg, and drove a splinter into his lord* 
ship's leg. Tom Byrd was ill of a fever, and 
was carted off to a boat just before our people 
landed. They were obliged to burn two fine small 
vessels that day, and at night, in the mouth of the 
river, they burnt also a large ship, supposed to be 

T 
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the Dunmore, as she was not with the fleet next 
morning. The Fowey it is said, was with the fleet 
but did not chuse to come within reach of our 
guns. The Roe-buck was at the mouth of Rap- 
pahannock. The Colonel says, when he came 
awav, the whole fleet had sailed, and were out of 
sight, and it was uncertain where they are gone ; 
suppose to Maryland? They went off* in a bad 
plight without biscuit or water. Their works 
were found of excellent construction and consid- 
erable extent ; they were preparing to build houses 
and a wind-mill : they had made a vast collection 
pf materials for difierent works ; their tents, which 
they moved off*, except one markee which was left 
in their hurry, and through which a cannon ball 
had passed, were capable of containing about sev- 
en or eight hundred men. From many circum- 
stances it is evident they meant to stay there a con- 
siderable ti me. I have been interrupted in writing, 
and before I could return to my scrawl, I had the 
happiness to receive your letter of the third of 
July. I most heartily congratulate you on your 
success ; it was a most glorious affair — ^a noble de- 
fence ! The British navy has been happily check- 
ed in her proud career, and has received a most 
just and complete chastisement. What must the 
king think now ? The whole continent in arms 
against him, seven hundred and fifty of his favour- 
ite highlanders in our possession, and his fleets re- 
pulsed and disgraced along our coasts for two 
thousand miles} I hope he will repent and be 
contented to put up with the loss of America, or, 
if he does not, that he may meet with repeated 
disappointment. The Maryl^nders were roused 
by the resolve of our Convention, and have lectur- 
ed their representatives so well, that they have 
unanimously voted for independence-r-^they have 
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no occasion for our riflemen on that account : 
However I can assure you, on the, eastern shore 
of Maryland there has been a considerable insur- 
rection of tories, insomuch that Colonel Flem- 
ing has been obliged to march with a hundred and 
twenty men to quellthem. We have not yetheard 
the event of that affair. I have just now received 
another letter from you, and am delighted with 
your description of the bravery of Colonel Moul- 
trie and the garrison of Fort Sullivan. It is not 
flattery, my dear General, when I tell you, that 
most of us here attribute the glorious display of 
bravery on that day, to the animating presence of 
a commander, who, independent of his great mil- 
itary abilities and experience, appeared to be the 
evil genius of Clinton, who had followed him, and 
from whose presence he had seemed to retire and 
retreat along the Coast, from Boston to Charles 
Town. All that I could do, as there were not 
gentlemen enough in town to make a council, was 
to desire brigadier Lewis to send immediately to 
North Carolina, all the powder that could be spa- 
red out of the magazine. About four thousand 
pounds will be sent, 

I am most sincerely yours, 

JOHN PAGE. 
Major Gen. Lee. 



Phiiade^ihia, July ^&d, 1T76. 

DB4fL Gknxbal, 

At would take a volume to tell you how many 
clever things were said of yoii, and the brave 
troops under your command, after hearing of your 
late Tictory. It has given a wonderful turn to our 
affairs* The loss of Canada had struck the spirits 
of many people, who now begin to think our caust 
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is not abandoned, and that we shall yet triumBli 
over our enemies. 

The declaration of independence has produad 
a new aera in this part of America. The miUtia 
of Pennsylvania seem to be actuated with a spirit 

"!°Dui j" ^°'"^"* Near two thousand citizens 
ot Hiiladelphia have lately marched towards New. 
York, m order to prevent an incursion being ma(fc 
by our enemies upon the state of New-Jersey. 
1 he cry of them all is for battle. I think Mr. 
Howe will not be able to get a footing in New- 
Vork, and that he will end the present, or begin 
the next campaign in Canada, or in some one (rf 
the southern colonies. The only places in which 
America is vulnerable. We depend upon Gates 
m the north, and you oblige us to hope for CTcat 
things from the south. 

The torics quiet, but very surly. Lord Howe*s 
proclamation Itaves them not a sii^le filaixient of 
their cobweb doctrine of reconciliation. 

The spirit of liberty reigns triumphwit ia Penn- 
sylvania. The proprietary gentry have retired to 
their country seats, and honest men have taken the 
seats they abused so much ip the gotemment of 
our state. - 

The papers will inform you, that I have been 
* p j^i-*"^° Congress. I find there is a great deal 
of difference between sporting a sentiment in a 
letter, or over a glass of wine upon politics, and 
dischju-ging properly the duty of a senator. I feel 
myself unequal to every part of my rievv situation, 
except where plain integrity is required. 

My former letters to you, may pass hereafter 
for a leaf of the Sibyls. They are full of predic- 
tionc ; and, what is still more uncommon, some of 
them have proved true. I shall go <m and add^ 
tliat I think the declaration of independence will 
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produce union and new exertions in England in 
tlie same ratio that they have done in this country. 
The present campaign, I believe, is only designed 
to train us for the duties of next summer. 

Adieu, 

Yours sincerely, 

AN OLD FRIEND. 
IMajor Gen. Lee. 



Ntw-Yorky August Wh^ 1TT6. 

My Dear Lee, 

Notwithstanding i shaii probably feei 

the effect^ I do most cordially and sincerely con- 
gratulate yoti oh t^our victory ove^* Clinton and the 
British squadron at Sullivan's Island. A victory 
undoubtedly it is, when an enemy are drubbed, 
and driven from a country they were sent tocon- 

?uer. Such is the. case of Clinton ^d Sir Peter 
^arker, who are now with the fleet and army at 
Staten Island, where Greneral Howe and the trqops 
from Halifax have been ever since the last day of 
June, and Lord Howe since the twelfth of July; 
Some Hessians and a pretty many of the Scottish 
laddies have got in, and the residue of the fleet 
parted with off the banks of Newfoundland, hour- 
ly expected. When the whole arrive matters will 
soon come toa decision, every thing being prepared 
on botli sides for the appeal, and, on purs, I hope it 
will be obstinate^ if not successful. 

The latter, it is not in the power of mortals to- 
command ; but they may endeavour to deserve it ; 
and this^ I am persuaded, our troops will more tlian 
ever aim at, as I have impressed upon their minds 
the gallant behaviour of the. brave few, who de- 
fended Sullivan's Island* 
At present the enemy can bring more men te> 
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a point than ive can, and when reinforced by the 
Hessians without number, as unleas the militia (fes- 
ter than heretofore) come in to our akl, their nujmk 
bers, when the Hessians arrive cannot, by tbe best 
intelligence we can get, &U shcxt of twenty-five 
thousand men. Ours are under twenty, very sick- 
ly, and posted on Governor's Island, Long Island, 
at Howlis Hook, Horn's Hook, and at die pass 
near King's Bridge ; more militia are expected, but 
whether they will be in time, time only can tell, as 
also where the point of attack will be. An opin- 
ion prevails, countenanced by hints from some oi 
the principal tories, and corroborated by iiiteHi- 
gence from Staten Island, that part of the enemy's 
fleet and army will go into the Sound, whilst^ano- 
ther part of it, runs up the North River^ thereby 
cutting off all communication by water with this 
place, whilst their troops form a chain su^rc^s the 
neck, and stop an intercourse with Comiecticut bf 
land : others think, they will not leave an army ia 
their rear, whilst they have the country in dicir 
front, getting by that means between two fires, icn* 
lesis it IS extended as a feint to withdraw our troops 
from the city, that they may slip in and possess 
themselves of it : all this is but a field of copjee* 
ture. 

Our affairs in tbe nofih have been growing bota 
bad to worse, till I hope they will .mend, as one 
great source of the evil is in a way of being re- 
moved, I mean, the small pox ; but tlie army have ' 
retreated from place to place, till they are now got 
to Ticonderoga, opposite to whieh on the east 
side of the Lake Champlain, they are about to es- 
tablish a post, which they say will he invulnerable v 
but whether it may not be somewhat like the man 
who built a mill on account of a beautiful fall, and 
then had to consider whether it was practicable to 
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bring water to it, remains in some measure to be 
determined, as it is the opinion of some, (I know 
nothing of the country myself,) that the enemy 
may pass this jiost and get into Lake Geora;e, wiu- 
out receiving the least amioyanee from this work# 
Whetiier they would cbuse toleaveapost ia their 
rear, without jestablidftingonethemselves^suiicient 
to keep itinawe istfae point in question. 

It giFes me a very singular pleasure to hear of 
the g^laht bcdiaviour oi your youn^aids, and Mr. 
lendSer, as also of Colonels Moultne and Thomp* 
son, ito :be the means at any time, of cewardiog 
merit, wiU add greatly to my happiness; and 
whenever you caa point out a mode that can be 
adopted ^onsistendy, you shall find me very ready : 
but you know ithe temper of the troops in this 
quarter, as well as I do, and how impracticable it 
AS to Iixring m a person, let his merit be ever so 
great, without dirowing a whole corps into confu- 
sion. This will also applyto Captain Bullet. What 
-vacancies there may be in your department that he 
has his eye to, and could be appointed to with pro* 
priety , you m\ist know better than I. That there 
is none .here, I can undertake to say. I have no 
doubt but the Congress would annex the rank of 
colonel to his office of adjutant. I believe they 
have done it in the instance of Griffin, who is ap* 
pointed deputy adjutant, to the flying camp. If 
this would add any uiing to his satisfaction, I should 
have no objection to the mention of it. . With 
.every wish for your prosperity and success, I re» 
main with sincere regard. 

Your most affectionate and obedient, 

G. WASHINGTON. 
Gen. Lee. 
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General QreenU QimrlerSy Nov. i^/», 17T(L 
D£AR SlUf 

JL OU will see by the inclosed Resolves, that Con- 
gress have entered into some new regulations te^ 
specting the enlistment of the nem arnny, and re- 
fMX^bs^ng the measures adopted by the state cf 
Massachusett's Bay for raising their quota of men. 

As every possible exertion should be used for 
recruiting the army, as speedily as may be, I re* 
qpest that you immediately ^publish, in. orders,, 
that an allowance of a dollar ^id one*thrd of a 
dollar will be paid to the officers for every soldier 
they shall enlist, whedier in or out of camp. 

Also, that it will be optional in the soldier to^ 
ailist daring the continuance of the war, or : for 
three years, unless sooner discharged by Congress* 
In the former case, they are to receive all such 
bounty and pay as have been heretofore mentioned 
in orders ; those who engage for tiie latter time, 
that of three years, are not to receive the bountjr 
in land. 

That no mistakes may be made^ you will direct 
the recruiting officers^ from your division, to pro- 
vide two distinct enlisting rolls ; one for those to 
sign who engage during the war ; the other few 
those who enlist for three years, if their service: 
shall be so long required^ 

I am sorry to inform you, tliat this day about 
twelve o'clock, the enemy made a general attack 
upon our lines about Fort Wasiiington, which, 
having carried, the garrison retired within the 
fort. Colonel Magaw findings there was no pros- 
pect of retreating a-cross the North River, surren- 
dered the post. We do not yet know the loss of 
killed and wounded on either side ; but I imagine 
it must have been pretty considerable,; as the ea*^ 
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gagement, at some parts of the lines, was of long 
continuance, and heavy ; neither do I know the 
terms of capitulation. Tlie force of the garri- 
son, before the attack, was about two thousand 
men. 

Before I left Peck^s-hill, I urged to General 
Heath, the necessity of securing the pass through 
the Highlands next to the river, as well on that as 
this side, and to the forts above ; but as the pre* 
servingof these and others which lay more easterly, 
and which are equally essential, is a matter of the 
last importance, I must beg you to turn your at- 
tention that way, and to have such measures adopt* 
ed for their defence as your judgment shaU si^ 
gest to be necessary. I do not mean to advise 
abandoning your present post contrary to your 
own opinion, but only to mention my idieas of the 
impwtance of those passes, and that you cannot 
give too much attention to their security, by ha- 
ving works erected in the most advantageous pla- 
ces for that purpose. 

I am, dear Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 

GEORGE WASHINGTON. 
Gen. Lee. 



THE RESOIiVES OF CONGRESS MEN^HONEI) IN THE 

PRECEDING LETTER. 

IN CONGRESS, Nov, 7/A, 1776. 

Resolved^ that the resolution passed the 14th 
of October, last, That the allowance to oflScers of 
one and one4hird of a dollar for enlisting soldiers^ 
be not extended or giving on the re-enhstment of 
the soldief s in camp, he replied* 
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Abu. nth, 1776. 



Resolved, As the opiiiron of this Congress, 
that if the soldiers to be raised by the state of Mas- 
sachusett's Bay, be enlisted on the terms offered 
to them, (which are more advantageous than what 
are offered to other soldiers serving in the same ar- 
my,) it would much retard, if not totally impede, 
the enlistment of the latter, arid produce discon- 
tent and murmur, unless Congress should equally 
increase the pay of these ; which it is the opinion 
of this Congress lyould universally be reprobated 
as an immoderate expence, and complained of, as 
a grievous burden by those who must bear it ; and 
therefore, that the committee from the state of 
Massachusett's Bay, be de^red not to enlist thei^ 
men on the additional pay offei'ed by the Assembly 
of that state. 

Upon reconsidering the Resolution of the 16th 
of September last, for raising eighty-eight battal- 
ions, to serve during the present war with Great 
Britain, Congress being of opinion, that the readi- 
ness of the inhabitants of the states to enter into 
the service for limited times, in defence of their 
invaluable privileges, on all former occasions, gives 
good ground to hope the same zeal for the public 
good will appear in future when necessity calls for 
their assistance ; and the uncertain length of time 
which forces raisqd during the continuance of the 
war mty be compelled to serve, may prevent ma- 
ny from enlisting who would otherwise readily 
manifest their attachment to the common cause, 
by engaging for a limited time, therefore, 

Resolved, That all non-commission officers 
and soldiers, who do not incline to 'engage then- 
services during the continuance of the present 
war, and shall enlist to serve three years, unless 
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sooner discharged by Congress, shall be entitled 
to, and receive, all such bounty and pay as are al- 
lowed to those who enlist during the continuance 
of the present war, except the one hundred acres 
of land which is to, be granted to those only who 
enlist without limitation of time. 

And each recruiting officer is required to pro- 
vide two distinct enlisting rolls ; one for such to 
sign who enlist during the continuance of the war, 
and the other for such as enlist for three years, if 
their service shall be so long required. 

By order of the Congress, 

JOHN HANCOCK, Pres. 

CO^T. 

Robert Harrisoit. 



Hackensacky Nov, 21*/, 1*776. 
Dear General, 

Jl HE letter you will receive with diis contains my 
sentiments with respect to your present station *; 
but besides this, I have some additional reasons 
for most earnestly wishing to have you where the 
principal scene of action is laid. I do not mean 
to flatter nor praise you at the expence of any 
other, but, I confess, I do think that it is entirely 
owing to you, that this army and the liberties of 
America, so far as they are dependent on it, are 
not totally cut off. You have decision, a quality 
often wanting in minds otherwise valuable. : and 
I ascribe to this our escape from York-Island, 
from King's Bridge, and the Plains ; and I have 
no doubt, had you been here, the garrison of 
Mount Washington would now have composed a 
part of this a*hny : and from all these circumstan- 
ces, I confess I ardently wish to see you removed 
from a plaoe where I think there will be little call 



for your judgment and experience, to the place 
where they are likely to be so necessary* Nor am 
I singular in my opinion, every gentJemen of the 
fiunily , the officers and soldiers, generally have a 
confidence in you : the enemy constandy enquire 
where you are, and seem to me to be less confi- 
dent when you are present. 

Colonel CadwaUader, through a special indul- 
gence, on account (^ some civilities shewn by his 
family to General Prescot, has been liberated from 
New- York without any parole. He informs, that 
the enemy have a soudiern expediuon in view ; 
that they hold us very cheap in consequence of the 
late affair at Mount Washington, where both the 
plan of defence and execution were contemptible. 
If a real defence* of the lines was intended, the 
number was too few ; if the Fort only, the garri- 
son was too numerous by half. General Wash- 
ington's own judgment, seconded by representa* 
tions from us, would, I believe, have saved the men 
and their arms ; but, unluckily, General Green's 
judgment was contrary. This kept the General's 
miiKl in a state of suspense till the strdce was 
struck* Oh, General ! an indecisive mind is one 
of the greatest misfortunes that can befal an army : 
how often have I lamented it this campaign \ 

All circumstances considered, we are in a very 
awful, alarming state, one that requires the utmost 
wisdom and firmness of mind. 

As soon as the season will admit, I think your* 
self and some others should go to Congress, and 
form the plan of the new army, point out their 
defects to them, and, if possible, prevail on them 
to bind tiieir whole attention to this great object, 
even to the exclusion of every other*' If they will 
not, or cannot, do tliis, I fear all our extrtioos 
will be vain in this part of tlie World. Foreign 
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assistance is soliciting, but we cannot expect they 
vn\l fight the whole battle. 

I intended to have said more, but the express 
is waiting, and I must conclude with my clear 
and explicit opinion, that your presence i& of the 
last importance. «^_ 

I am, with much affection and regard, 
Your very affectionate, 
Humble servant, 

JOSEPH REED, Adjut. Gen. 

Major Gen. Lee, 
at the White Plains. 

Pkiladelphiaj Aug. SOik, 1718, 

My dear General, . 

X AMshocked, confounded, and exceedingly cha- 
grined to hear the court have adjudged you guilty 
of all the charges alleged against you, and have 
suspended you one year on account of it. The 
sentence is as unaccountable to me, as tliat they 
should find you guilty. 

Matters have been so cursedly represented against 
you in this place, that I have been almost mob- 
bed in defending you. Ten thousand infamous 
lies have been spread, that I never heard before, 
to bias the friends of tlie people against you. In 
the name of God, what are we come to ? — So 
much for our republicanism. 

lam beyond description unhappy, I feel for 
the injury ofa man I do sincerely esteem — a man 
whose merit is so conspicuous throughout the 
world; and more particularly for a man, who, 
if justice was to take place, and facts properly 
known, merited the thanks of the continent, for 
the transactions of that day, in a most singular 
manner, 

V 
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I have not been able to see Mr. Lee ; I cded 
twice, but he was not at home ; to*ip€»*row morn- 
ing I shall have the pleasure, I expect, as I in^ 
tend to call again* General Mifflin will be in tpwii 
to-morrow, whom I shall likewise visit. 

My sincere affection you will ever command^ 
and I shall nei^er esteem myself so hs^y as when 
I can have it in my power to render you a service. 

I will in two or three days, set out for camp, in 
ordpr to have an interview with you. 

I am, dear General, 
Yours affectionately, 

^F tIp "sIp ^ 

Major Gen. Lee. 



Brunttckky Jan. 16/ft, 1719. 
Sir, 

1 AM honoured with your favour of the 18th ult. 
and can assure yoU) that of the merit or demerit 
jof your conduct in the affair of Monmouth, on the 
28th of June, I have not to this day framed any 
opinion. I have so little leisure to attend to tte 
military operations of America, and am so incom- 
petent a judge of the qualifications necessary to 
constitute the character of a general, that I make 
no judgment at all. But without admitting ot 
denying that you have made greater sacrifices in 
the cause of American freedom than any officer of 
our whole army, without a single exception, and 
that it is not less ceilain that you have saved our 
whole army more than once from destruction, (the 
proofs of which are not in my possession,) I caa 
assure you, that I heartily disapprove of all publi- 
cations containing personal reflections on the char- 
acter of any gentleman, and especially on those of 
your rank, in the American army* And if what 
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tras represented to the public, as a mere republi- 
catioti of a paper formerly printed by a Virginian-y 
has been, as you say, republished ,with many ma- 
licious alterations and additions, it is still the more 
inexcusable ; because all such alterations and ad- 
ditions, besides their particular malignity against 
you, (for whiich alone I should condemn them,) 
are an imposition upon the world ; and it must be 
considered, by every man of honour, be the legal 
construction what it will, as a downright forgery. 
I can further assure you, that I cannot but disap- 
prove of Mr. Collinses inserting the paper you re- 
fer to in his gazette, not only because no printer 
ought to make his press a vehicle for personal slan- 
der, but because he set out with a professed decla- 
ration against diverting his paper to such purposes, 
and has so tenaciously adhered to that maxim till 
the publication in question, as to reject, if my in- 
formation be true, several pieces on account of 
the personal reflections they cc^itained on gentle- 
men in the service of the «Remy, and which the 
law of retaliation would clearly have warranted 
him to insert. And I must declare, in justice to 
him, and from what I personally know of his hu- 
mane disposition, and his disinclination to convey 
through the channel of hb press any thing injuri- 
ous to the reputation of others, that I firmly be* 
lieve, he has taken the paper, presented to him as 
a copy bf a publication in Virgmia, for a true copy. 
And it is generally supposed, by virtue of what law 
I know not, but perhaps by one as rational as that 
of deciding controversies by private combat, 
in civil communities which reprobate that mode 
of decision, that a printer, by the bare republica- 
tion •f a paper, is not presumed to adopt the sen- 
timehts ;^ and that, by disclosing to the party ag- 
giievedy at whose instance it was republi^ed, he 
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^ways averts the indignation <rf the su&rer fro^^ 
himself to that person. I should, however, be 
very sorry to find any of our printers imitate libe 
practice of the British subjects in New- Y<»fc, who 
whether they excel us in military discijdine waA 
courage or not, have, to my certain' knowledge, 
hitherto surpassed us m printed calumny andde-. 
traction. 

From these my sentiments respcctingtheprifttt^ 
of defamatory papers, I hope, sir, ' you wiU not 
question my disapprobation both of the original 
authors, and the secondary propagators, of slando*. 
But neither Mr. Boudinot^s appointment to, ncK" 
deposition from, his office, as commissary of oar 
state prisoners, being in my department, it is not 
in my power to do you the justice whieh you seefn 
to expect in that line ; nor is there anj'- authority 
in this state by whieh he can be cashiered, tfll the 
next meeting of our assembly, which stands, ad- 
journed to the 19th of May. But the law of the 
state is always at every CHie's service ; and, in the 
case of libels, if we are to credit the British bw- 
yers, so peculiarly favourable to the prosecutor, 
that the scandal is not the less penal for being true, 
than if it was utterly false ; which, I think, is gi- 
ving a man as great a chance as can reasonably be 
desired ; and, perhaps, if you thought proper to 
publish your letter to me on the subject under con- 
sideration, it would be as ample satis&ction against 
Mr. Boudinot, as the nature of thebffence requires; 
hut that I entirely submit to your better judg- 
merH. In a word, sir, whenever it shall be point- 
ed GuVto me in what manner I can, with any pro- 
priety, ihferfere in the matter, either as governor of 
this state\>r as a private gentleman, I sMl not 
hesitate a rtiteuient to do you all the justice which I 
onceive yo\deserve. In the meantime, L em- 
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Ibrace this oppottamty to re-acknowle4gc my 
grateful sense of your friendly intimations, some 
time since^ of tli^ enemy's peculiar resentment 
{gainst me, and your kind concern for my personal 
safety upon that account. I must, however, take 
tl^ liberty to say, as a man detached from all par- 
ties, and wholly devoted to what bethinks the true 
interests of his country, that I should be extreme- 
ly unhappy in having reason to believe what is 
frequently, and perhaps injuriously, reported of 
vou, that you endeavoured to lessen the estimation 
in which General Washington is held by the most 
.virtuous citizens of America ; and which estima- 
tK>D, not, sir, from a blind attachment to men of 
bigh rank, nor from any self-interested motive 
whatsoever, but from a full conviction of his great 
personal merit and public importance, I deem it 
tny duty to my country to use my utmost influence 
to sui^K>rt« 

I am, with all due respect, ^ 
Sir, 
Your most humble servant. 
Major Gen. Lee. W. LIVINGSTON.- 



PhOadelpfda, Od. 24, 1779. 
Mv DEAR Friend, 

X AM distressed to think that all your friendly 
letters and messs^s to me have met with such un- 
grateful returns. I have written two letters to you , 
<me of which was inclosed under a cover, directed 
to Mr, Wolford, and put into the Post Office; 
^e other was mislaid and lost before I could hear 
of an opportunity of sending it. You see from 
thi% that I have not been unmindful of you. You 
have wounded me in supposing that I am carried 
avwiy by the tide of the times. I would as soon be 

u 2 
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suspected of picking a pocket, as of infidelity in 

friendsllip, or idolatry in politics. 

Major Eustace informed me of your reply to 
President Reed's publications. Our printers re- 
fused to give it aplace in dieir papers : it was best 
for you they did so. Have patience ; time said 
posterity will do you justice. The summer flies 
that now din our ears must soon retire. Nothing 
but virtue and real abilities will finally pass must^^ 
wheil the public cool a little from the ferment knx^ 
which the great and sudden events of the late re- 
volution have thrown as. I would rather be one of 
your dogs in a future history of the present war, 
than possess the first honours that are now currec^ 
in America, with the characters whiolil know 
some of our great men merit. Poor Pennsylvania 
has become the most miserable spot upon the sur* 
face of the globe. -• Our streets, alas ! have been 
stained already with fraternal blood; a sad prelude^ 
we fear, of the future mischieis our. constitution 
will bring upon us; they call it a democracy, a mo- 
bocracy in my opinion would be more proper. All 
our laws breathe the spirit of town meetings and 
porter shops : but I forget that I am not safe in 
conimunicating my opinion of men and measures 
to paper. Oh, Liberty ! Liberty ! I have worship- 
ped thee as a substance ! — But — it is near twelve 
o'clock at night, and I am mHch fatigued With ah 
unusual share of business ; for in the tttt^ stile of 
the subject of a monarch, my family and my bu- 
siness now engross all my time and attention — my 
country I have Imig ago left to the care of Timo- 
thy Matlock, Charles Wilson Peale, ^nd Co. I 
must therefore bid you good night, wishing you 
at the same time all possible health and hapipiniesSy 
and am, my dear Lee, 

Your sincere and aflfectiwiate 
MaiorGen. Lee. . OLD FRIENIX 
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Tork-loivny Oct. tist, 1781. 

Mr DEAR Las, 

X HERE are few circumstances that give me 
equal pleasure to that of hearing from my friends ; 
and, as my esteem for you has ever ehcreased in 
proportion to your misfortunes in the road of per- 
secution, I am always made happy in a line from 
you, as it announces your present situation* . 

Your being robbed of your horses is a common 
evU, and its falling harder on you than any other 
person i& what I should have expected, from the 
disposition of wretches always disposed to heap 
co^s on the head of the injured. I am happy ever 
in having it in my power to inform you of the good 
^steem m which you are Jield in the army ; and 
that they are not now, whatever they have teen, in- 
clined to pursue (he track of persecution, beaten 
so bare as it is by creatjires whose praise would be 
a dishonour to any honest man. 

PoorFleury, the other day, called me a one-side 
to whisper to me, and after looking round, to pre- 
vent a possibility of being over-heard, he asked 
me what had become of you? I could not help 
smiling, and in njy reply, telling him you was ve- 
ry well, and that he need not be afraid of acknow- 
ledging an acquaintance with General Lee in the 
piost public assembly in America ; that I esteem- 
ed it an honour to call myself his friend ; that my 
sincere attachment to him was amply rewarded by 
the universal approbation of all good and sensible 
men. He answered me, he was very glad of it : 
it was every where known in France that you had 
been ill-treated, and that every person lamented 
your misfortune. 

The surrender of Lord Comwallis and^ his ar- 
my will reach you before this letter* I think thb 
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is a circumstance which must secure to America 
her independence* What will follow, I leave to 
time. It must have been a mortifying circum- 
stance to my lord) to have solicited terms, as no 
demand of a surrender was made. We had just 
completed our second parallel, at two hundred 
yards from his main works. In the capitulation 
he was not permitted to uncase his colours, or to -| 
beat an American or French march. You will 
probably see yoiir friend O'Hara, who is a priso- 
ner. 

We expect now to go on to Charles Town, to 
invest that place. The moment I can obtain per- 
mission to leave the anny, I will repair to your 
hermitage, and spend some time with you, when 
I promise myself much satisfaction. In the mean 
wnile, believe me, 

Your affectionate and 

Unalterable friend, 
E. EDWARDS. 
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LETTERS 

FROM 

MAJOR GENERAL LEE 



Lfmdon, Dec, !»/, 1T66. 
Most excellent Sir, akd most dear Master, 

x OUR Majesty will better imagine, than I can 
express the pleasure I have received from your 
Jkind and graciens letter : the assuxances it gives 
.xoe of your good opinion and regard, I shall 
rever consider as the happiest, the most honourable 
circumstance of my life. They make ample 
amends for the enmities. I have drawn upon my- 
self from certain powerful quarters in my own 
country, where, j^rhaps, from some just judgment 
of God, the same qualities which would recom- 
mend to your Majesty are highly obnoxious. I 
devoutly wish, and proudly hope, for my own 
honour, that I may ever possess a place in the 
esteem of your Majesty, and remain the aversion of 
those who so widely, so totally, differ from you. 
I am concerned I cannot more fully, and in a 
more satisfactc»y manner, answer the several ques- 
tions of your Majesty on the state of our country, 
than what I am able todo. Of some of these articles, 
thetause, though generally treated of, appears not 
in the least understood ; on others, opinions are 
so various that it is presumption to decide ; but 
some are, I think obvious to every man of com- 
mon understanding; and of this class may be 
reckoned Mr, Pitt's quitting the stage and the con- 
duct of the American coloi^ies towards the mother 
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country. With re^ct to the first, it is manifis6t, 
firom a thousand circumstances, that withnhe 
health and frame of this extraordinary man, the 
understanding is likewise worn out. Before I 
came to England, I did not lay much stress oa 
those parts of his conduct which the newspapers 
have so worried ; and I recollect your Majesty 
was of the same^way of thinking, that there 
was nothing very monstrous in his acceptance 
of a peerage, but that it might be imprudent, 
and argued a senselessness of glory, to forfeit the 
name of Pitt for any title the king could bestow. 
But since I am a little more behind the scenes, and 
am made acquainted with several citcu0i$taaees^ 
previous, concomitant, and subsequent to this 
event, I am apt to agree with the majority of the . 
better sort, that this once noble mind is quite 
overthrown. Can it be reconciled to reason, that 
the same man who had rendered his name so illus- 
trious and so tremendous to the ^eatest part of the 
globe, should split upon ribbons and titles ; that 
when he had arrived at a higher pinnacle c^ g^ory 
than ever citizen did since the days of Epaminon* 
das, he should be captivated by such a. bauble, 
even though it should be attended with no ill con- 
sequences to the affairs of his coimtry ? but when 
such terrible ones were visible^lt must be constru- 
ed downright madness. Mr. Pitt, say they, was 
the only man who had capacity, ^irit, and power 
to assert the honour and interest of the nation 
with foreign states, correct the abuses, and sitem 
the torrent of corruption at home. His power 
was not founded on vast property or cabinet fa- 
vour, but on his popularity. By sinking into a 
peerage, his popularity would vanish of course, 
and with it all power of rendering, ^t a most crit- 
ical time, any farther services to his country. If 
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it & objected that it is possible to accept a title 
and retain the integrity of the citizen, they allow 
it ; but that, unfortunately, the bulk of the people 
will not be persuaded of it ; that a popular min- 
ister must, therefore, not only be strictly virtuous, 
but, like CaesaPs wife, his virtue must not be 
suspected ; that this persuasion of the people, ri- 
diculous as it i|iay appear at first sight, is foun- 
ded on too niuch justice ; for they observe, that, 
from the time of Wentworth down to that of Pul- 
teney, not one instance can be produced of a man^s 
changing his seat from the lower to the upper 
house, without a thorough renunciation of all 
princij^es and public virtue; but whether this 
opinion is well or ill founded, as it is a prevalent 
c«ie, this revolt, error, folly, or madness, of such 
a ihan has some direful effects ; it taints with jeal- 
ousy all public affiance, establishes a doubt, wheth- 
er such a thing as public virtue can exist : in short, 
it makes Ae bulk of mankind indifierent who kre 
in, who are out, as they are almost persuaded that 
^11 tacti are, or will prove, in the end, equally vain, 
apostates to the common cause, either mrough in- 
terestedness, vanity, or madness. 

Such are the arguments not only made use of 
by the majority of Mr Pitt's once admirers, but 
they were stated to him by those who were suppo- 
sed to have the greatest weight with him. Lord 
Camden, in particular, concluding this resolution 
tO'beB short fit of compliance, and that his friend 
w6uld soon see the danger of the measure, delay- 
ed? the signing of the patent for two days. But 
his lordship was mistaken, the disorder had taken 
deeper root than he imagined ; no giri could shew 
niore impatience for a new toy, than this first of 
men did, till the testimony ofhis folly was signed 
and sealed to the whole world* Your Majesty will 
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probably bbject, that though Mr. Pkt played the 

child in one article, it is ho proof of the general 
failure of his understanding ; that no man was ev- 
er blessed with so entire faculties, as not, on some 
particular occasion, and in some unlucky moment^ 
to betray weakness. But this is not the case with 
Pitt, the decay of his parts is not only indicated 
by the act itself, but confirmed by his conduct in 
public and private character : In public the doc- 
trines he broaches are diametrically the reverse of 
what he has, through the whole course of his life^ 
asserted : In private, he is totally metamorphosed; 
from the extreme of plainness and simplicity, he 
is all parade, magnificence and ostentation. But 
I might have sj^ired your Majesty this prolix de- 
tail, when in few words, it would have suflSiced to 
have said, that he has fits of crying, starting, and 
every eflfect of hysteric ; it is affirmed, indeed, 
that ten years ago, he was in the very same condi- 
fion, that therefore a possibility of his recovering 
once more his nerves, and with them all his func- 
tions ; but from the age of the man, the gena:a|i- 
ty consider the piece as finishied ; the honest and 
well-wishers of their country lament over him, 
the corrupt and profligate sing Te Deuniy as th^ 
Devil probably did for the fall of ^axu Your 
Majesty asks who is. to mount the stage in his 
room ? I am so far from seeing any man so qua- 
lified in all pcHnts, as to fill his part in time of dis^ 
traction and confusion, diat I know no set of nnqi 
who have a chance of beii^ called to it, who. will 
not by ignorance, obstinacy, or timidity, thrQisr 
things into ten times greater confusion tbw^ tl^y 
are at present. My Lord Rockingham is indeed 
^ hpnest, worthy, and spirited man, and possesses 
the good ppinion of the people iii ^neral, but 
th^se attributes ,will probably exclude him. The 
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Thane who is stHl'aR-powerful, will never admit 
of a' man so endowed. He requires a certain de- 
gree of subserviency and complaisance ; in short, 
hie r^quwes a minister of his own jobs and parti- 
alities, and not an administrator of the national. 
afi^rs. As to the rest who form what is called the 
opposition, they are so odious, or contemptible, 
4hat tht favourite himself is preferable to them ; 
such as Grenville, Bedford, Neivcastle, and theit 
associates. Temple is one of the most ridiculous 
order of coxcombs I ever heard of, he is eter- 
nally appealing to the public, forgetting that the, 
public never considered him farther than they 
v^ouldan old pair of boots, which Mr. Pitt might, 
dirough whim, have set a value upon, which when 
he chose to throw aside, it mattered not if they 
were thrown into a lumber room or the fire. No- 
thing could make the American colonists cast off 
their obedience, or even respect to thdr mother 
country, but some attempt on the essence of their 
Kbeity ; such as undoubtedly the stamp act was. 
Which, if it had remained unrepealed, and adinit- 
ted as a precedent, they would have been slaves to 
aH intents and purposes, as their whole property 
Would lie at the mercy of the Crown's minister 
and the minister's ministers, the House of Com- 
mons, who would find no end to the necessity of 
tjbcing these people, as every additional tax would ' 
furnish the master witli pieans of adding to their 
retJpeclSve wages ; but it would be impertinent in 
i»e to enter into a discussion of the propriety or 
httjwopriety, the justice or injustice, of this mea- 
sure, when it is so fiilly and clearly treated in some 
tracts which are bound up together, and which I 
Imve ordered to be sent to your Majesty. If the 
liiifnours which this accursed attempt has raised^ 
are suiered to subside, the inherent affection which 
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the colonies have for their mother' country, and 

clashuigs of interests one amongst another, will 
throw every thing back into the old channel; which 
indeed is the case already : but if another attack 
of the same nature should be made upon them, by 
a wicked blundering minister, I will venture to 
prophecy, that this country will be shaken to its 
foundation in its wealth, credit, naval force, and 
interior population. 



London, Det, "25th, 1T66. 

My DEA.R Prince, 

JL OU will do me great injustice if you attribute 
my silence for so many months to a want of sense 
of your excessive goodness and friendship, or even 
to carelessness, which, con$idering*the obligations 
I lie under to your highness, would be one and the 
same thing. The truth is, that I was unwilling to 
trouble you with a fulsome letter of acknowledge- 
ments, a^ I hope you are no stranger to my senti- 
mei)tsbnthe subject; but I thought a few lines 
\YhVch would give you a sketch of the state of 
this country, of the parties, and of our prospect 
inrelation to foreign and interior affairs, w^uld be 
the only possible method of making your High- 
ness some return for the thousand instai>cps of 
friendship which I have received at yoyr hands ; 
hut the most reasonable schemes are frequently de- 
feated : so it fares with me ; for although I have 
been in London eight days, which, in this politics^ 
arid communicative town is sufficiejot, 9J^e ^opld 
think, to make a man niaster of eyery thing neces- 
sary to be known ; but my evil stars have disap- 
pointed me, and your evil stars have dictated Jo 
ine, tliat, notwithstanding the insignificancy of aljl 
T Kn vc to say, it would be a petty treason to remain 
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any longer silent* You must therefore accept tlie 
will for the deed ; in a few posts I hope to be able 
to amuse you better. The king and his ministers 
are out of town, or more properly, I should have said 
the ministers and their king, for I do not find that 
the latter is any more a principal than when I left 
England. Lord Chatham is supposed to be abso- 
lute in all affairs which concern the state ; Bute in 
his corner, retains influence to a suflicient degree, 
for the provision of his creatures and countrj^men, 
in subordinate oflices; he disclaims all concern 
with business ; but this is like the rest of his con- 
duct a most impudent and ineffectual hypocrisy *; 
for he is as usual, not credited. A formidable op- 
position is expected, but the conjectures on its suc- 
cess are too vague to be attended tOr Some men 
of weight and reputation are embarked in it ; but 
the heads are too odious to the nation in general 
in my opinion, to carry their point. Such as Bed-, 
ford, Sandwich, G. Grenville, and» with submis- 
sion, your friend Mansfield. He lately drew up- 
on himself the laugh of the House of Lords, ma- 
king use of the word Liberty of the Subject ; and 
expressing great regard to it, it was called Satan 
preaching up sanctity. Conway is still secretary 
of state, and much regarded as a man of ability 
and integrity. Lord Shelburne, the other secre- 
tary, has surpassed the opinion of the world ; he 
speaks well, and is very distinct in oiBce. The 
JOuke of Grafton is an absolute orator, and has a 
fair character. An Irishman^ one Mr. Buj-ke, is 
sprung up in the House of Common;?, who has 
i^onished every body with the power of his elo- 
qitence, his comprehensive knowledge" in all our 
exterior and internal politics and commercial inte- 
rests. He wants nothing but that sort of dignity 
annexed to rank, and property in England 5 to 
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make him tlie most considerable man in itheLowei' 
House. 

A dispute with Portugal, on some commercial 
points, seems at present chiefiy to occupy tt^ 
thoughts of the ministry. It is thought, that an 
embassador extraordinary, with an "escort of tea 
ships of war, which is the best ukmaratio, will be 
sent to Lisbon. I have had some conversaiioB 
with . our ministry on the affairs of Pcdand ; bitf 
as this letter goes by the common post, I cannot 
send you the particulars. The character of his 
Majesty is high in their esteem. I intreat your 
Highness to present my duty to him, to assure him 
of my zeal, veneration, and love ; in a few da}^ 
I shall take the liberty of writing to him, or to 
Mr. Ogroudski. I wait till I have ^lad a cwiver- 
^tion with the King. Could your Highness pro* 
cure me a copy of bis Majesty's picture, either jji 
miniature, or otherwise ; I ask for a cc^y, as I 
ivould not presume to trouble him to sit. Yoa 
would likewise make me very happy with your 
own. I was much pleaaed with an acquaintance 
with Lavisa at the Hague. His warm attachment 
to our incomparable master has much endear^ 
him to me. We have some boc^s published here, 
which I fancy you would be glad to have, .particu- 
larly, the whole letters of Swift. They are the 
best history of those times, and read with great avi* 
dity. [When the Baltic is open, I sfa^Il send to his 
Majesty a cpnsiderable number, as he has done nie 
the honour to trust to my judgment, and drawn 
on Mr. Tipper for the cost. 

I have not heard from our friend Lind ; I beg 
you will chide him for this abominable negleet. 
Wroughtgp too deserves abuse ; I shall write to 
him in a few posts. The reason of Lord Thanh's 
dday in regard to the horse, was delicacy. He 
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could not find any- he thought good enough; 
but in the spring he will send a couple, which 
will, in all respects, suit his Majesty. 

I entreat you, my dear prince, to pay my hum- 
ble respects to your father, mother, the prince, 
chancellor, and all your house, to which I have 
so great obligations, and for which I have a 
i»ncere love and honour, and that you wittsteal 
a few moments to give me under your hand what 
I am already convmced of, that I possess some 
slmre of your love and friiftndship. 

I am, with the most respectful sentiments, 
My dear Prince, ^ver yours, 

CHARLES LEE. 



WarscM^ Mojf Is/, 176T. 
Mr DUXK COLBMAN, 

You must undoubtedly think me a very ex- 
traordinary person, that, on a slender acquaintance, 
I should have saddled you with the curation of my 
aifairSj and afterwards not think it worth my 
while to write you even a civil note, such as a 
-common acquaintance, who had conferred no ob- 
ligation, might have expected. The truth is, 
I have every day expected to be ascertained of 
my destiny, and then intended to have given you 
a circumstantial plan of my operations ; but as 
this day is as remote, in all appearance, as ever, 
I should be gulity of a monstrous neglect, in any 
ferther delaying, to pay the tribute of friendship 
which I so sensibly owe. Believe me, my dear 
Sir, that I most sincerely love and honour you; and 
<Jiis love and honour is founded on so solid a basis, 
that I have dared to neglect a form which would 
not be pardoned by a person who is ncA really 
an object erf esteem^ 

X 2 
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I have been in (his phoe two moalths waiting 
for an op|>ortunity to join the Russwi anii|y» and 
I am airaid I shall be obliged to wak a iRonth 
longer. The ccHnmunicationa are so fiU^ witli the 
offak of the confederates^ whp ai^e themselv^' 
a banditti, that it is impossible to stir ten yarda 
without an escort of Russians: the English are 
less secure than others, as they are eslisemed the 
arch*enemies of the holy &ith* A Froich com^-* 
dian was the other day near bwig han^d from the 
circumstance of his wearing a oob-vng^ which I^y 
the confederates, is supposed to be tiie unilcHtn of 
the English nation. I wish to Ood the three 
branches pf oi^r legislature would take it into their 
Iieads to travel through the woods of Poland in 
lx>b*wigs. 

The first opportunity that will offer will be the 
present embassador, who, it is said, will now be 
succeeded in ten days ; but this has been ^o kng 
said, that I begin to despair of any oppcMrtunity at 
all ; if none &lM>uld offer, I have made a wise jopr* 
ney of it : I believe it would break my heart. I 
have an unspeakaUe curiosity ^ seeing this cam* 
patgn, though, in &ct, I believe it will be a ridieii:- 
lous ooe ; S not like that of Harlequin av)d Sea* 
pin, it will resemble the battle of Wilks and T»l. 
bot*. The Russians can gain nothing by beatiog 
their enemy, and the Turks are confoundedly 
a&atd. I wish, by practice, to make myself a sol- 
dier for purposes honest, but which I shaU not 
mention. If I am defeated in Tny imentipn of 
joining the Ritssians, I think of passing through 
Hungary, and spending the ensomg winter in um: 
south of Italy, S«sUy, or some of the islands m* 
Ae ^gea» sea. As you are a scholar J venture 
to talk this cant. As t^ England, I am resolved 
^^ to set my foot in it,^ till the vitroe wUok I bc^; 
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lieve loexist in the body of the peopk can be put 
into motioa. I have good reasons for it. My 
spirits and temper were much affected by the mea- 
sure which I was witness of, measures absolutely 
moderate, laudable* and vktuous, in comparisoa 
of what has been transacted since. To return so* 
lemn tt^anks to the Crown for the manifestly cor* 
nipt 'dissipation of its enormous revenues and im- 
pudent demand on the people ; to repair this idis* 
sfipation, to complete their own niin, is pushing 
servility Sirther than the rascally senate of Tibe-r 
lias was guilty of* In this tight it is considered 
by all thos(£ I converse if ith, of every nation, evea 
those who have the least idea of liberty. The 
Austrians and Rus»ans hoot at us. In fine, it is 
. looked upon as the ultimatum of human baseness^ 
awn^ de grace to our freedom and national hon- 
oun 

You will say> it is being a pleasai^ correspond* 
ent, giving you my comments on whs^ passes un» 
der your own eyes, and being entirely silent on the 
transactions of this country, which you may be 
^supposed to have some curiosity of being acquain- 
ted with. You wUl not think me serious when I 
assure you, that I am as totally a stranger to then 
as yourself or any man in England. Humphrey 
Gates, I am sure, must know fifty times more of 
the ndatter* I see that the country is in one gener» 
al state of confusion, filled with devastation and 
murder. I hear every day of the Russians heat<^ 
ing the Confederates ; but as to what the Russians,, 
what the Confederates, what the body of the na- 
tion pr^ose, I am utterly ignorant, thou^ na 
more, I believe, than they are themselves. Theit 
method of carrying on the war is equally gentle 
with what our^s was in North America ; the Con- 
federate^r tsuis up all the ]9^«|ssim$ who iall into 
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their hands, and the Russians put to the sword the 
Confederates. The Russian Cossacks have an ad- 
mir^le sang froid in these executions. The 
other day, at a place called Rava, forty or fifty- 
Confederates were condemned to the bayonet ; but 
as they were tolerably dressed, they were obliged 
to strip for the ceremony, the Cossacks chusing 
not to make any holes in their clothes. The situ- 

ation of the K is really to be lamented, not-' 

withstanding he wears a crown. He is an honest, 
virtuous man, and a friehd to the rights of man- 
kind. I wish we could persuade a prince of my 
acquaintance, who is taught, (as far as he can be 
taught any thing,) to hate them, to exchange with 
him. I know a nation that could spare a whole fa^ 
mily, mother, and all to the Poles, and only take in 
exchange this one man. I could say many things 
on this subject, digna literas nostrisy sed npn com- * 
mittenda ejusmodi periculoy ut aut interire, uut 
aperirij aut intercipi possint. 

I hope your kindness has not entailed any trou- 
ble upon you with respect to my affairs. I hope 
Mr. Ayre has been punctual in his payment, I 
wrote to him from London, acquainting him with' 
your powers. If you should pass by Mr, Hoares, 
I beg you will tell him, that I wrote to him from 
Munich, requesting him to send me, if possible, a 
letter of credit to Warsaw, and to give credit to a 
Captain William Spey, for surveying my land in 
St. John's. How does the hallowed Juliet? It is 
inconceivable how deeply I am interested foFthe 
success and welfare of that girl. If she does not 
succeed, let her marry me, and settle in America* 
My respects to Mrs. Coleman, and that^ 
I am, most sincerely, 
'*- Dear Coleman, 

^ ^ With the warmest affedtion, 8tc. 

C. LEE. 
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T. S. My lore to Rice, that when he can feid 
time and matter *I \irish lie would write. What 
will give me the greatest pleasure is to hear of his 
being married to the widow Wales, or to any good 
party. He is the only ^ne getOteman I erer loved. 
Direct to me Chez le Prince Oeneral de Podolia^ 
Varsefvia. Let your letters be as long as possible, 
and let them teve in them as much of Juliet as 
possible. 



Dear Madam, 

JL SHOULD write to you with more ease and 
pleasure, had you not given me to understand 
tiiatyou looked upon me as an able letter-writer. 
jFhe amotion of coming up to your expectations 
Jays me under a eonstraint which will enevitably 
make me fall short of every correspondent. To 
render myself tolerable I must endeavour to {oT' 
get your sex, your beauty ; but above all, the 
bigh opinion which you are pleased to conceive 
€^ my talents in this article. That I may not run 
into compliment, that I may divest myself of awe 
aend vanity: the first you would despise as fuU 
some, and the second and last would be productive 
of reserve and4j|etulance. 

Your understanding and the care you have ta- 
ken to cultivate it, cuts me off from some c^ the 
ynost fruitful subjects to female ccnrespondents ; 
the dress, intrigues, and diversions of the women 
in the several places we pass through ; but, on 
the other hand., it affords me ample liberty of 
pouring out my mind upon subjects which, un- 
fortunately for my own ease, engross it entirely ; 
the dreadfiil situation of all the honeat part <rf man- 
kind, andLparticulariy of our own country. How 
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miserably fallen she is in the eyes of every state ! 

oiv sunk are we (in a few months I may say) 
ihe summit of glory, opulence, and strength* 

ftjie lowest degree of poverty, imbecillity, and 
contempt. Europe is astoni^ed at the rapidity of 
the change ; high and low, men of every order, 
from the ministers of state to the political barbers, 
make it the subject of their admiration. How can 
it happen, say they, that Great Britain, so lately 
the mistress of the globe, with America in one 
hand, Asia and Africa in anotlier, instead of the 
glorious task of giving laws and peace to nations, 
protecting the weak and injured, checking the 
werful and oppressive, should employ her time 
trampling on the rights of her dependencies, 
vifcd. violating her own sacred laws, on which her 
superiority over her neighbours is founded ? It 
was some consolation, say they, for the generous 
few of the Romans who survived the Ubertiesi of 
their country, that it was a Julius Caesar, a man 
with more than mortal talents, who was their 
subverter ; and the patriots of England had some 
mitigation for their spleen, that it was a Crom- 
well who had over-reached them ; but that 

^ m *. Hit ^ ^ ¥lt ^ 

should be able to encompass the enslaving of a 
spirited nation, whose every law seems dictated 
by Liberty herself, is too much to bear* Thejr 
compare the noble remonstrances of the French 
parliaments against the oppressions of their court, 
with the slavish addresses of ours. I must confess, 
that instead of sending for codks and luiir-dressens 
from that country, I have long wi^ed that we 
were to supply ourselves with members of parlia- 
ment. What it will come to, I know not, but it is 
time something should be done, and I &itter my- 
self it will : tha:^ is much spirit in the body of 
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t^e people ; but I will endeavour to quit this sub- 
ject ; it makes me mad. 

This country is the reverse of ours ; they have 

an honest, patriot k g, but a vicious nation. 

If God delights in seeing a virtuous man (as Se- 
i^ca supposes he does) struggling with adversi- 
ties, he has a charming spectacle in the king of 
Poland: and I hope God will, in the end, recom- 
pense the instrument of his pleasure, by extrica- 
ting him out of his distresses ; nothing else can, 
I am sure. You must excuse me entering into a 
detail of these difficulties, as this letter may pos- 
sibly fall into the hands of the Confederates, and 
be published to the nation, as several others, full 
as insigntficant, have already been, to the no small 
detriment of this good man*s affairs. I shall re- 
serve them for some future letter, or our evenings 
chat in Queen Anne Street, or Langham. 

Our station here, I mean those who are about 
the king's person, is whimsical enough. We 
have few troops, the bulk of these totally disaf- 
fected, and the town is full of (though not decla- 
red, far from being concealed) Confederates. — 
We have frequent alarms, and the pleasure of 
sleeping every night with our pistols on our pil- 
lows, i at present only wait for an opportunity 
to join the Russian army: this does not offer eve- 
. ry day, as a strong escort is necessary, the commup 
nications being filled with banditties of robbers, 
who. are the offals of the Confederates'. I believe 
it will be but a ridiculous campaign, something 
like that of Wilks and Talbot. The Russians 
can gain nothing by beating their enemy » and the 
Turks are confoundedly afraid. 

J have heard of Lady S ' ■ h^s flight. I can- 
not say I ever liked the ntatch. It is impossible 
to have the least connection with Fox, either of a 
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poUtic9l or a [u*ivate nature, without smitttiiig^ 
tbr it : every thing he touches becomes putrid 
and prostitute. I hqpe your brother will have 
the grace to break tlus accursed connection, which 
has diverted such excellent parts frcmi their tm^ 
use, blasted all the hopes which his real friends 
and his country had a right to entertain of him ; 
that he wUl see, in its proper colours, the odious- 
ness of dependency and venality^ particularly in 
a man of fortune; and that he may, by his future 
conduct, make anample recompense to the opu- 
lent county which has chose him for their lutfaer- 
to disappointment. I am convinced you will not 
think what I am saying as too great a liberty witk 
your brother; I am convinced your seittim^its 
correspond with mine ; if I thought they did not, 
I solenmly decla;^, were your beauty and under* 
standing greater than they are, I wcmld not write 
to you. I have no doubt of Mr. Blake's doing; 
his duty. He is not only well-di^Oded himself 
but in the hands of ona who might transibnu a 
Maccaroni into a Catow He must be the devil 
himself whom a young, beautiful, English woman, 
with the sentimtsnts of a Spartan matron, cannot 
lead into the ways of politi^l righteousness^ If 
women, in genenil were^ like you, men could iK>t 
possibly be such. rascals* I have long lamented, 
the accursed prevailing notion that women ought 
to hav^ defective reducations. It was the most 
ciuming^nd in heU wha^rst breached this doo* 
trine; which, had it not prevailed^ the better 
part of the gbbe would not have groaned In the 
wretched state of shivery we at present see it. 
For God^s sake, Madam, have as many daughters, 
as possible, and make them as miK;h likt yourself 
as possible, and some descendant of Catherine 



M'Cwakjnoiy irttnbutethe ssdrcftion^f ^ state 
te jour progim^. 
i om^ dear Modam, wkh the highest esteem, 

Yours, Slc* 

CHARLES LEE. 
Mrs. MCauIey. 



Warsaw^ J^Iay kihy iT67. 
P fcAR LotI8A, 

™ HEN you first xequest^d me to give you les- 
sons in Engli^, I esteem^ myself happy to de- 
monstrate my gratitude to Madam Kreithin for 
her^ingular kindness to me. I iiave been so 
used to aonvers vn^ myself and a few favour- 
ite ^bopka, that I never foimd it:nece89aTy to at- 
tend die toilets of women^ merctly as the generali- 
ty do, to fly from themselves, bxA kill the time 
which they have no other means of ^employing. 
!l*lu& was my original modve; but on cme or 
two oo&versations with my schohr, I entertained 
a. flort of ambition «f adding sometfah^ to the 
means of.enlightenii^soexceBent an understand- 
ing as I peroeived .her to be possessed of. A 
litde knowledge of the JEnglish hinffi»ge I conca- 
ved to be one of the means^ as it abounds with so 
many exoellentaisd indtntcting^bGBDks. For a few 
days my views were odnfinsd'to this ; but, O Lou- 
isa ! you ougli^ ffM .must,bave seen this ambition 

;iving place to another less tranquH sentiHifnt. 

* hy did you not check it in its birth, by aflFect- 
ing to find difficulties in the task you had under- 
taken ? Why did you not, on some such humane 
pretext, remove me from yoUr side before tte 
ikmehadaGquiredsuohineactmguishabkfiercenesia^ 
.This you siiould in charity have done, as yon 
was determined to tteat nte as an eneihy the 

V 
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moment I declived I loved. YcHir resmtmeat at 
my pretending to more than common friendship, 
is futile and vain, or, what is worse, hypocritic^ 
and deceitful. You know your own chains, your 
own powers too welL You have proved them 
with an unhappy success on several, not to be con- 
scious that it is impossible to see you often, and 
to hear yoiu: voice, without being forced beyond 
the bounds of friendship. But, to speak proud- 
ly, I do not see why the declaration of my pas* 
sion should so heniously offend you. To inspire 
you with an equal passion for an object destitute 
of any kind of charm, would be ridiculous pi^e* 
sumption : and were I furnished with every charm 
that could captivate womankind, to entertain any 
hopes which might a&ct your happiness, or re- 

{utation, would be the highest villainy; but as 
am bom of a reputable &mily, I hope my cha^ 
racter is rather a fair one ; and as my fortune is 
sufficiently ample to make an honest man indepen-r 
dent a|id an honest woman content, I cannot see 
the mighty crime in wishing to unite your for* 
tune wSh mine. I had flattered myself, that lime 
and an unwearied attention to please, would have 
supplied in. me what you might find ^miss in my 
perscm or the arts oi conversation. 

I am, dear Louisa, with much esteem, 

Yours, &tc. 

CHARLES LEE. 
To Louisa C 



JL WROTE a sort of sorap of a note to you by i 
ihe hands of Fawkner, and flattered myself that I ' 
^ihould have found at this place a scrap in return. 
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I know your indolence too welt, to except a letter 
of a sheet of paper, and do not exact it; but if 
you knew how much pleasure a scrap signed by 
your hand, certifying your health, welfare, and 
good ^irits affords me, I am confident you would 
£om time to time muster up resolution, to write 
me a few lines, three will be sufficient, which I in- 
sist on, as a tributeiiue to friendship, which on my 
side I can affirm to be as pure and genuine as the 
^awn of such a rascally planet as this is capable 
of; and I have the strongest reason to think it is 
not less so on yours. I must therefore repeat it, 
that I expect a tribute of this sort every fifth or 
sixth post. I have been in this happy capital five 
weeks, waiting for an opportunity to join the Rus- 
sian army, which does not ofier every day, for the 
communications are filled by a set of gentlemen 
who are called Confederates, but why or wherefore 
they are pleased to stile themselves Confederates, I 
cannot find out. They give no reasons, they pro- 
pose no plan, but they rob, strip, and generally 
murder every body who fall into their hands. 

You used todineformerly with very knowing, wise 
politicans, such a s Hans, Stanley , and others, who are 
acqumnted with all the schemes of all the nations, 
and all the individuals in Europe ; I woukl request 
you, to give me some hints of what these worthies 
mtend : You will scarcely believe me serious, but 
I do assure you, that I knew, before I left London, 
the state of this cpuntiy, full as well, if not better 
than I do here on the spot* If Gates is in the way 
you will much oblige me in procuring hii^ opin- 
ion. I have greater reason every day to congra- 
tulate my prudence in having left England ; I am 
persuaded, had I stayed,. I should have brought 
myself into some cursed scrape ; even here, at so 
great adistance, I am thrown intostrange agitations 



256 

of pftsftkm OKI the sight cf eveiy newspaper. Hesu 
venly God! is it possiUe we should be so fiirsunkf 
to return solemn thuiks for amanifeatiy comipC 
dissipation of such enormous revenues, &oA an imi- 
pudent demand <hi die public to repair this diss^a* 
tion, is pushing servility to its ultimatum. Those 
nations who have the least idea of liberty, as dat 
Austrians and Russians, laugh smd hoot at oa ; 
compare, say they, theremonstrancesof the Fresseh 
parliaments with die addresses of yours, and then 
dare to pride yourselves in the superiority of BcL* 
tish spirit over their neighbours. It is impossible 
to make the leastreply tothesech£u*ges, Ichoak with 
grief and indignation. When I attempt to assare 
them that the body of the nation is still untaisted^ 
that they have still sentiments of fireedom ; tiiejr 
answer, that such sentiments are of little ccone^ 
quence, when courage is wanting to put them in 
motion. Isnot evoy of your most boasted hm% 
trampled upon, or eluded ? Is nob perjury, de- 
solation, aad munler, encouraged and fewavdicd 
with the national money ? Are not youv loa^s* 
tratesy f]X)m die s6Le merit of being declared ene- 
Hues of the law, become factious partizans? is 
not the choice of your people in their representa^ 
tives, treated, with contempt and annulled? Are 
not your citizeii& massaored in the putdtc streets 
and in- the arms of daeiir household gods by the 
mifitaij?, and the military thanked for theirfriend- 
like alertness f W these things^ are borne with bf 
a people, viiho possess sentiments of iibevty, we 
liave lost the meanings of wocds^ Such, nsy dear 
Lord, is the language of diese people, and it i&fer* 
tnnate for me, that they ase ignonwtof the st^e 
of our American politics. They can hafve bo idea 
of our carrying our sdbomiaations sofar, as tordisir 
franchise three mitt]o»» of people of all the rights 
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of men, for the gratification of the revenge of a 
blundering knavish Secretary, and a scoundrel 
Attorney General, a Hillsborough, and a Barnard- 
Were they informed of these facts their opinion 
of us would be still more mortifying. I had the 
other day a conversation with the gentleman to 
whom you gave the horse .; he laments, with great 
energy, the weak and wicked conduct of our ad- 
ministration, not only on our own account, but on 
that of all Europe. He says, did they barely pos- 
sess common sense, and common honesty, Great 
Britain must have been the Empress of the World ; 
that she might have kept on the muzzles Of the 
dogs of war, irhich must now inevitably be ^ip- 
ped off, to the devastation of the greater part of the 
globe. He de«res his respects to you , and thanks 
you ag^ and again for the horse which turns out 
nob ly . I beg my compliments to Lady Thanet, 
and was in hopes to have heard that she had before 
this, produced you a son. Adieu, my dear Lord, 
and write soon a few lines to one who sincerely 
loves you. 

C. LEE. 
Lord Thanet. 



Kaminee, August I6//1, 1T6T. 

Most gbacious Sib, 

A.S an express is this evening dispatched by the 
governor, I take the liberty of addressing this 
scribble to your Majesty. As it is in English, I am 
in hopes no bad consequences can arise, if it falls 
into the hands of the Confederates. Your Majesty 
will have heard of our retreat—a thousand reasons 
will undoubtedly be given, and probably not one 
founded in justice ; I must, it is my duty, to speak 
fireely to your Majesty. The operations have been 
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miserably coneluded ; they opened with a capitat 
defect--^witbout a certainty of the state of the 
place, (ChotzimO they were destined toattaek it r 
they with infinite fatigue and expenee marched to 
the certain, (in idea^) reduction of it, without the 
possible means of reducing it. Cbot^sinoi is^ pa^^ 
haps as secure from assttlt, as any fortr^s in the 
universe ; but must inevitably be tahen^ wben at- 
tacked with the necessary quamity of battering 
artittery, in forty hours« The hc^>es of reduemg 
it, with our pop guns soon appeared vain ; it ymm 
then seemii^ly determined to blockade if, but Uie 
line of blockade was either broken in part, or to- 
tally taken away on every alarm. Wheti the 
Uockadewas formed, the grand Vizier was expect* 
ed with an hundred and fifty thousand men. If 
that number was formidable^ they ought not to 
have formed the blockade^ but retired at once over 
the Niester, without harassing for nopurpose, their 
men and their horses. If it ws» not formi^lt^y 
they ought to have persisted in the blockade. In 
fact, the Russian army, I mean the infantry, brave 
as it is,^ was not sufficient in number to form a 
Une' complete of circumvallation^ against so nume- 
rous an enemy ; but neither the marching without 
battering cannon, the blockading the place without 
a resolution to persist in it, nor any blunder com- 
mitted, are so liable to censure, as die neglect t9 
attack tliem in their camp. If success in war ciaii 
be assured, ours was certainly so. 
Lam, 
With the highest respect and attachment, 
YoOr Majesty's most obedient and 
humble servant, 

CHARLES LEE. 
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mjmi^ jWi. i9i^ rm. 

My deab Oaveb8». 

Though I have been a Icrttg time in ar^wer* 
iag ytmr letter, I beg you will not conclude^ that 
the pleasure I pcceivcd from it, is but smali. Be- 
lieve me, that every fresh assurance of your friend- 
ship gives me unspeakaUe satisfaction, though I 
have no need of fresh assurances to be convinced 
of it. The longer I live, my love for you, acquires 
greater force, perhaps from a cynical disposition, in 
coipparing you with other men. I have long been 
acquainted with your private virtues^ and my opi- 
nion of your political virtues is now con^me(|. 
I am cmly concerned at your having thoughts of 
quitting parliament. I know your reason^, but 
cannet approve of them. You think, that as you. 
are not a speaker, as you have no turn for busi- 
ness, your attendance will Httte avail ; that it can, 
not contribute ixi stem tfie torrent of corruption 
andvittatny which at present bears down every 
thing before it. It is this indolent or despairing 
method erf" reasoning, of many honest men, for i 
eannoft help being persuaded tfeit there are still 
many honest men, that have reduced tjs to this 
terrible . situation. You know that the God of the 
Jews who should have been a judge of Jewish a^ 
fiurs, as he interfered in Aem so jnuch, was of 
opinion that ive righteous men were sgfficient to 
jwrve the rotten state of Gon^orrah ; and 1 do not 
find that he meant they should be all speakers. 
Besides, the mass of the people of Gomorraih was 
all polluted^ but the mass of the English peo- 
ple certainly is not. I believe no people was ever 
possessed of more public virtue, which is man jfest 
from aH their proceedings; 1 \)t^y imr dear friend^ 
yaa will not in despair quit the dccfe and get un- 
der hatches— ivork at ttic pump— hand a rope, 
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doing any thing with good will and firmness— en- 
courage others to do the same, and with so intre- 
pid a pilot, as Sir George Saville, the vessel may 
perhaps work into harbour, notwithstanding 
the abominable treason of the major part of the 

crew. 

I am yours, &c. 

C. LEE. 
Sir C. Davers. 



Mt Lorb, 

The noble part your Lordship has acted in op- 
posing all the diabolical measures of our accursed 
misrulers has encouraged me to address these few 
lines to you. Men who are embarked in the glo- 
rious cause of liberty should wave all ceremony. ' 
I shall therefore neither trouble you, nor myself 
with making apcdc^es. Inclosed I send ycHiir 
gftice a copy of the difierent resolves of tfa^ Con«« 
gress, (though it is probable you may have recei- 
ved them before,) dieir address to the people of 
England, to the people of Elnglish America, to the 
people of Canada^ and to the King. They argue 
so irresistibly, and they breathe so noble an ardor, 
that if there is the least understanding remaining 
in your island, and the least virtue latent, the fc^.; 
mer must be convinced, and the hitter roused to 
action. What could put it into our blockhead 
heads, that these people could be tricked out of 
their liberties by their cunning, or bullied by ai^ 
force which they can send over ? What devil of 
nonsense could instigateany man of GeneralGage's 
understanding to concur in bringing about thk 
delusion ? I have lately, my lora, run through 
Mmo^ Uie whole colonies, from the South to ue 



961 

W iofth* I hare cDnversed with aH orders of men 
fix>in the first estated gendemcn to the poorest 
planter}^, and eannot express my astonishment at 
the good sense and genera} knowledge, which per- 
vadesthe whole; but their elevated principles, their 
enthusiasm in the cause of freedom and their 
country, 18 still more admirable, 

I think I should not be guilty of exaggeration 
in asserting, that there are two hundred thousand 
strcmg bodied active yeomanry, ready to encounter 
all hazards and dangers, ready to sacrifice all consi- 
derations rather than surrender a tittle of the rights 
which they have derived. from God and their an- 
cestors : But this is not all, they are not like the 
yeomanry of other countries, unarmed and unused 
to arras ; but they are all furnished and all expert 
in the use. They want nothing but some arrange- 
ment, and this they are now bent on establishingi 
Virginia, Rhode Island, and Carolina are form- 
hkg corps : Massachusetts Bay lias long had a sulS- 
jeient number instructed to beccwme instructive to 
tile rest ; even this Quakering province is follow- 
ing Ac example. I waspresent at a review of some 
of their companies at Providence in Rhode Island, 
and really never saw any thing more perfect ; in 
short, unless the banditti at Westminster speedily 
undo every thing they have done, their royal pay. 
master will hear of reviews and mantKUvres not 
quite so entertaining as those he is presented with 
in Hyde Park and Wimbledon Common. 

I must now, my dear Lord, hasten to the main 
purpose of this letter : As your Lordship is justly 
conaideredas one of the most strenuous advocates 
smd patnxis of this cotmtry^ and one of the most 
aetive assertors of the rights of mankind, I must 
beg leave to propose to you, what, had you advert- 
ed to, I am persuaded you would have already 



2^ 

adopted ; it i&.to set on foot a subscription for a 
relief or an indemnification for the brave sufferers 
of Boston. These people's sufferings and merit 
are so transcendent, that men less animated with 
sentiment and public spirit than your Lordshipi 
would exert themselves in their cause. A town 
consisting of thirty thousand people, perhaps of 
more ease and affluent circumstances than any 
other town of the world, reduced at one stroke to 
beggary and wretchedness ; every individual of 
them deprived of the means of supplying them* 
, selves with a morsel of bread, but what is furnish- 
ed to them by the precarious hand of charity ; to 
see a whole people.struggling with the extreme of 
distress, not only magnanimously, but cheerfully, 
rather than comply with the wisiies of brutal ty- 
rants, and thereby admit precedents injurious to 
mankind and posterity, is, I say, a straiiTof vit^ 
tue almost too bright for modern eyes to gaze at; 
and must fill every breast, not totally dead ta sen* 
timent and feeling, with rage, indignation, horror, 
and compassion. But they went further ; they 
made a formal offer to the Congress, to abandoifl 
their town, with their wives, children, aged, and 
infirm, throw themselves on the charity of the in- 
habitants of the country, or build huts in the 
woods and never revisit their native walls, until re- 
' established in the full possession of their rights 
and liberties. Your Lordship will see the Con- 
gress's resolve on this head : These instances, I am 
sure, render unnecessary any thing I could say to 
incite a man of your Grace's stamp to exertions in 
their favour, or,* more properly, in favour and sup-» 
port of human virtue. I should be very happy in 
receiving a couple of lines in answer ; it mubt be 
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directed for me, at Richard Pcnn, Esq. at Phila- 
de^hia. 

I am, my Lord, your (jrrace's 

true friend, admirer/ and 

humble servant, 

C. LEE. 
To his Grace the Duke of-- . 



FWftuWjpfeta, June 7, 17T5 . 

My dear Sir, 

?▼ E h^ve had twenty different accounts of your 
arrival at Boston, which have been regularly con- 
tradicted the next morning ; but as I now find it 
certain that you are arrived, I shall not delay a sin- 

fle instant addressing myself to you. It is a duty 
owe to the friendship I have long and sincerely 
professed for you ; a friendship to which you have 
the strongest claims from the first moment of our 
acquaintance. There is no man from whom I 
have received so many testimonies of esteem and 
affection ; there is no man whose esteem and af- 
fection could, in my opinion, have done me great- 
er honour. I intreat and conjure you, therefore, 
my dear sir, to impute these lines, not to a petulent 
itch of scribbling, but to the most unfeigned solici- 
tude for the future tranquillity of your mind, and 
for your reputation. I sincerely lament the infa- 
tuation of the times, when men of such a stamp 
as Mr. Burgoyne and Mr. Howe can be seduced 
into so impious and nefarious a service by the ard- 
&;e of a \vicked and insidious court and cabinet* 
You cannot but recollect their manoeuvres in your 
own select committee, and the treatment yourself 
as president received frpm these abanijoned men. 
You cannot but recollect the black business of St. 
Vincents, by an opposition to which you acquired 



Uie iqg;heatai]d most'deseivedhorioi^^ ishidlatfit 
trouble you with my opinion of the right of tas» 
ing America without her own consent^ as I am. 
afraid from what I have seen of your speeches, 
that you have already formed your creed on this 
article; but I will boldly affirm, had this right been 
established by a thousand statutes, had America 
admitted it from time immemorial, it would be the 
duty of every good Englishman to exert his utmost 
to divest parliament of this right, as it must inevi- 
tably work the subversion of the whole empire. 
The malady under which the state labours, is in- 
disput£U)ly derived from the inadequate represen- 
tatioQ of thesufagedt, and the vast pecuniary infitt- 
ence of the Crown. 

To add to this pecuniaiy influence and incom- 
petency of represestation, as to iomire and pcedU 
pitate our destruction. To wish any addilion» can 
scarcely enter the heart d a citizen who has the 
least spark of public virtue, ^d who is at tl^ 
same time capable of seeing consequences the 
most immediate. I appeal, sir» to your own coii>- 
^cience, to your experience and knowledge of our 
court and parliament, and I request you to lay 
your hand upon your heiut, and then answer with 
your usual integrity and frankness^ whether, on the 
supposition America should be abject enough to 
submit to the terms impoBed^ you think a sindb 
guinea^raised upon hdr would be afqplied to use 
])u^Itoae, X^s it is ostetttaciously held out to deceive 
ihe. people at home,) of easing dbe ^modier coun- 
tcy ? Or ^whether you are not convinced that the 
whole they- could extract, would be applied soldy 
to i^ep up still further the ^enofmoua fund for <aoF- 
nq)ti(m which the Ci|own;airbady possesses, and of 
whioh a itfost diabolioal use is made. On these 
prit)oipleQ, I i^y^ Wi;ev€irjr good £n{^ishman» ab- 
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stracted of all regard for America, must oppose 
her being taxed by the British parliament ; for my 
own part, I am convinced that no argument, (not 
totally abhorrent from the spirit of liberty, and the 
British constitution,) can be produced in support 
of this right. But it would be impertinent to trou- 
ble you upon a subject which has been so amply, 
and, in my opinion, so fully discussed. I find by 
a speech given as yours in the public papers, that 
it was by the King's positive command you em- 
barked in this service. I am somewhat pleased . 
that it is not an office of your own seeking, though, ^ 
at the same time, I must confess that it is very 
alarming to every virtuous citizen, when he sees 
men of sense and integrity, (because of a certain 
profession,) lay it down as a rule implicidy to obey 
the mandates of a court, be they ever so flagitious. 
It furnishes, in my opinion, the best argument for 
the total reduction of the army. But I am run- 
ning into a tedious essay, whereas I ought to con- 
fine myself to the main design and purpose of this 
letter, which is to guard you and your colleagues 
from those prejudices which the same niiscreants,* 
who have infatuated General Gage and still sur- 
round him, will labour to instil into you against a 
brave, loyal, and most deserving people. The 
avenues of truth will be shut up to you. I assert, 
sir, that even General Gage will deceive you, as 
he has deceived himself; I do not say he will do 
it designedly; I do not think him capable": But 
his mind is so totally poisoned, and his understand- 
ing so totally bliixled by the society of fools and 
tnaves, that he no longer is capable of discerning 
facts as manifest as noon day sun. I assert, sir, 
that his letters to the ministry, (at least, such as the 
public have seen,) are one continued tissue of mis- 
representation, injustice, and tortured inferences* 

z 
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from mistated facts. I affirm, sir, that he has ta« 
ken no pains to inform himself of the truth ; that 
he has never conversed with a man who has had 
the courage or honesty to tell him the truth. I 
am apprehensive that you and your colleagues 
may fall into the same trap, and it is the apfrehen* 
sion that you may be inconsiderately hurried by 
the vigour and activity you possess into measures 
which may be fatal to many innocent individuals, 
may hereafter wound your own feelings, and 
which Cannot possibly serve the cause of those 
who sent you, that has prompted me to address 
these lines to you. I most devoutly wishj that 
your industry, valonr and military talents, may be 
r-eserved for a more honourable and virtuous ser- 
vice, against the natural enemies of your country, 
(to whom our Court are so basely complacent,) 
and not be wasted in ineffectual attempts to reduce 
to the wretchedest state of servitude, the most me- 
ritorious part of your fellow subjects. I say, sir, 
that any attempts to accomplish this purpose mus^ 
be ineffectual. You cannot possibly succeed. No 
man is better acquainted with the state of this con- 
tinent than myself. I have ran through almost 
' the whole colonies from the north to the south, 
and from the south to the north. I have conver- 
sed with all orders of men, from the first elated 
gentlenien, to the lowest planters and farmers, and 
can assure you that the same spirit animates the 
whole. Not less than one hundred and fifty thou- 
sand gentlemen, yeomen, and farmers, are now in 
arms, determined to preserve their liberties or per- 
ish. As to the idea that the Americans are defi- 
cient in courage^ it is too ridiculous and g:laringly 
false to deserve a serious refutation. I never 
could-conceive upon what this notion was found- 
'. I served several campaigns in Amcirfcatjie 
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la^t war, and cannot recollect a single instance of 
ill behavipur in the provincials, where the regu- 
lars-acquitted themselves welL Indeed we well 
remember spme instances of the reverse, particu- 
larly where the late Colonel Grant, (he who lately 
ptedged himself for the general cowardice of 
America,) ran away with a large body of his own 
regiment, and was saved frem destruction, by the 
Valour of a few Virginians. Such preposterous 
arguments are only proper for the Rigbys and 
Sandwichs, from whose mouths never issued, and 
to whose breast, truth and decency are utter stran- 
gers. You will much oblige roe in communica- 
ting tliis letter to General H©we, to whom I could 
wish it should h^ considered in som€ measure ad- 
dressed ; as well as to yourself. Mr. Howe is a 
roan for whom I have ever had the highest love 
and reverence. I have honoured him for his own 
connections, but above all, for his admirable talents 

r 

and good qualities. I have courted his acquaints 
ance and friendship, not only as a pleasure, but as 
an ornament ; I flattered myself that 1 bad obtained 
it. Gracious God ! is it possible that Mr. Howe 
should be prevailed upon to accept such an office ! 
That the brother of him, to whose memory the 
much injured people of Boston erected a monu- 
ment,i^should be employed as one of the instru^ 
ments of their destruction ! But the fashion of the 
times it seems is such, as renders it impossible that 
he should avoid it. The commands of our most 
gracious sovereign, are to cancel all moral obliga- 
tions, to sanctify every action, even those that the 
satrap of an Eastern despot would start at. I shalt 
now beg leave to say a few words with respect to 
myself and the part I act. I was bred up from my 
infancy in the highest veneration for the liberties of 
m^kind in general. What I have seen of Courts 
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and princes, convinces me that power cannot b^ 
lod.^ed in worse hands than in theirs ; and of aft 
courts I ampersttaded that ours is the most corrupt 
and hostile to the rights of humanity. I am con- 
vinced, that a regular plan has been laid, indeed 
every act since the present accession evinces it, to 
abolish even the shadow of liberty from amongst 
us. It was not the demolition of the tea, it wa^ 
not any other particular act of the Bostonians, o^ 
of the other provinces, which constituted their 
crimes ; but it is the noble spirit of liberty mani* 
festly pervading the whole continent, which has 
rendered them the objects of ministerial and royal 
vengeance. Had the j^ been notoriously of anothiat 
disposition, had they h^cn homines ad servitucKnem 
paratosy they might have made as free with the 
property of the East India Company as the felo- 
nious North himself with impunity . But the lords, 
of St. James's and their mercenaries of St. Ste-. 
phens will know, that as long as the free spirit o^ 
this great continent remains unsubduedi the pro- 
gress they can make in their scheme of universal 
despotism, will be but trifling. Hence it is, that 
they wage inexpiable war against America. In 
short, this is the last assylum of persecuted liberty. 
Here should the machinations and fury of her ene- 
mies prevail, that bright Goddess must fly off from 
the face of the earth, and leave not a trace behind. 
These, sir, are my principles ; this is my persua- 
sion, a:nd consequently I am determined to act. 
I have now, sir, only to entreat, that whatever 
measures you pursue, whether those which your 
real friends (my self amongst them) would wish, or 
unfortunately those whien our accursed misrulers 
shall dictate, you will still believe me to be per- 
sonallv, with the greatest sincerity and afiection, 

Yours, &c. C. LEE. 

Gen. Burgoyne. 
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1)£AR Sir, 

^N we were last together in service 1 should 
not have thought it within the vicissitude of human 
affairs that we should meet at any time, or in any 
sense as foes : the letter you have honoured mc 
with, and my own feelings combine to prove we 
are far from being personally such. 

I claim no merit from the attentions you so kind- 
ly remember, but as they manifest how much it 
was my pride to be known for your friend ; Nor 
have I departed from the duties of that character, 
when I will not scruple to say, it has been almost 
a general offence to maintain it : I mean since the 
violent part you have taken in the commotions of 
the colonies. It would exceed the limits and pro- 
priety of our present correspondence to argue at 
full, the great cause in which we are engaged. 
But^ anxious to preserve a consistent and ingenuous 
character, and jealous, I confess, of having the 
part I sustain imputed to such motives as you inti- 
mate, I will state to you as concisely as I can, the 
principles upon which, not voluntarily, but most 
conscientiously, I undertook it. 

I have, like you, entertained from my infancy, a 
veneration for public liberty. I have likewise re- 
garded the British constitution, as the best safe, 
guard of that blessing to be found in the history of 
mankind. The vital principle of the constitution, 
in which it moves and has its being, is the supre- 
macy of the King in parliament, a compound, in- 
definite indefensible power, co-eval with the origin 
of the empire, and co-extensive over all its parts : 
I am no stranger to the doctrines of Mr. Locke 
and other of the best advocates for the rights of 
mankindj upon the compact always implied be- 
tween the governing and governed, and the right 
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of resistance in the latter, when the compact shall 
be so violated as to leave no other means of redress* 
I look with reverence almost amounting to Idola- 
try, upon those immortal men who adopted and 
applied such doctrine, during part of the reign of 
Charles the First, and in that of James tlie Seccmd, 
should corruption pervade tlie three estate of the 
realm, so as to pervert the great ends of their ift. 
stitution, and make the power vested in them for 
the good of tlie whole people operate like an abuse 
upon the prerogative of the Crown to gener^ 
oppression, I am ready to acknowledge, that the 
same doctrine of resistance applies as fdrcibljr 
against the abuses of the collective body of pouter, 
as against those of the Crown, or cither of the 
component branches separately : stillj^lway^ un- 
derstood that no other means of redress can be ob- 
taioed. A case, I contend, much more difficult to 
suppose when it relates to the whole, tluui when it 
relates to parts. But in all cases that have existed, 
or can be conceived, I hold, that resistance, to be 
justifiable, must be directed against the usurpation 
or undue exercise of power, and that it is most 
criminal when directed against any power itself in^ 
herent in the constitution. 

And here you .will discern immediately why 1 
drew a line in the allusion I made above to the 
reign of Charles the First* Towards the close of 
it the true principle of resistance was changed, and 
anew system of government projected accordingly. 
The patriots, previous to the long parliament, and 
during great part of it, as well as the glorious Re- 
volutionists of 1681, resisted to vindicate and re- 
store the constitution ;. the republicans resisted, ta 
subvert it. 

Now, sir, lay your hand upon your hearty as. 
you have enjoined me to do on mine, and tell me. 
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to which of these purposes do the proceedhigs of 
Aflnerica tend? Is it the weight of taxes imposed, 
and the possibility of relief alter due representation 
of her burthens, that has induced her to take up 
arms? Or is it a denial of the legislative right of 
Great Britain, to impose them, and conscquehdy 
a struggle for total independency ? For this idea of 
a. power that can tajc e?cternally and not internally, 
and all the sophistry that attends it, though it may 
catch the weakness and prejudices of the multi« 
tude in a speech or a pamphlet, Is too preposterous 
to weigh seriously with a man of your understand- 
ing;, and I am persuaded yoU will admit the ques- 
tion fairly put. 

Is it then for a relief from taxes? or from the 
controul of -ijarliament " in all cases whatsoever,*' 
that we are in war? If, for the former, the quarrel 
is at an end. There is not a man of sense and in- 
formation in America, who does not see it is in the 
power of the colonies to obtain a relinquishment 
of the exercise of taxation immediately and for 
ever. I boldly assert it, because sense and infor- 
mation must also suggest to every man, that it 
can never be the interest of Britain to make a se- 
cond trial. 

But if the other ground is taken, and it is in- 
tended to wrest from Great Britain a link of that 
substantial, and I hope, perpetual chain, by which 
the empire holds, think it not a ministerial man- 
date ; think it not a mere professional ardour ; 
think it not prejudice against any part of our fel- 
low subjects, that induces men of integrity, and 
among such you have done me the honour to class 
me^ to act with vigour. But be assured it is con- 
victionj that the whole of our political system de- 
pends upon preserving entire its great and essential 
parts ; and none is so great and essential as the su-^ 
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premacy of legislation. It is conviction, that as 
the king of England never appears in so glorious a. 
capacity as when he employs the executive power, 
of the state to maintain the laws, so in the present 
exertions of that power, his Majesty is particularly 
entitled to our zeal and grateful obedience, not on- 
ly as soldiers, but as citizens. 

These principles, depend upon it, actuate the 
army and fleet throughout : and let me at the. 
same time add, there are few, if any, gentlemen 
among us who would have drawn his sword in the 
cause of slavery. But why do I confine myself 
to the fleet and army ? I affirm the scfitiments I 
here touch, to be those of the great bulk of the 
nation. I appeal even to thqse trading towns 
which are sufferers by the dispute, and the city of 
London at the head of thein, notwithstanding the 
petitions and remonstrances that the arts of par- 
ties and factions have extorted from some indivi- 
duals; and last, because least in your favour, I 
appeal to the majorities of the last year upon 
American questions in parliament. Tl\e most 
licentious news- writer wants assurance to call these 
majorities ministerial ; much less will you, when 
you impartially examine the characters of which 
they were in a great^ degree conriposed; men of 
the most independent principles and fortunes, and 
many of them professedly in opposition in their 
general line of conduct. 

Among other supporters of British rights against 
American claims, I will not speak positively, but 
I firmly believe, I may name the men of whose 
integrity and judgment you have the highest opin- 
ion^ and whose friendship is nearest jpur heart ; I 
mean Lord Thanct, from whom my aid de camp 
has a letter for you, with another from Sir C. Da- 
yers. I do not inclose them because the writers 
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j(little imagining how difficult your conduct would 
render our intercourse) desired they might be de- 
livered into your hands. 

For this purpose, as well as to renew " the rights 
of our fellowship," I wish to see you ; and, above 
all, 1 should think an interview happy if it induced 
such explanations as might tend, in their conse- 
quences, to peace, I feel, in common with all 
around me, for the unhappy deluded bulk of this 
country : they foresee not the distress that is im- 
pending. I know Great Britain is ready to open 
her arms upon the first reasonable overtures of ac- 
commodaticMi : I know she is equally resolute to 
maintain her original right' ; and I also know, that 
5f the war proceeds, your hundred and fifty thou- 
sand men will be no match lor her power. I put 
my honour to these assertions as you have dohe 
to others; and I claim the credit I am willing to 
give. 

The place I would propose for our meeting, is 
die house on Boston Neck, just within our ad- 
vanced sentries, called Brown's House : I will 
obtain authority to give you my parole of honour 
for your secure return. I shall expect the same 
on your part, that no insult be ofiered me. If the 
proposal is agreeable to you, name your day and 
hour : - - - - and at all events, accept a smcere 
return of the assurances you honour me with, arid 
believe me, Affectionately yours, 

J. BURGOYNE. 

P. S. I have been prevented, by business, an- 
swering your letter sooner. I obeyed your com- 
mands in regard to General Howe and Clinton ; 
and 1 likewise communicated to Lord Percy the 
contents of your letter and my answer. They all 
join with me in compliments, and authorise me 
to assure you they do the same in principles. 
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Cumbridge, Head Quarters, July II//1, ITT^. 

EHAL Lee^s compliments to General Bur- 
goyrie : would be extremely happy in the inter- 
view he so kindly proposed; but as he perceives^ 
that General Burgoyne has already made up his 
mind on this great subject, and that it is impossi* 
ble that he (General Lee) should ever alter his 
opinion, he is apprehensive that the mtcrview 
miight create those jealousies and suspicions^ so 
natural to a people struggling in the dearest of all 
causes, that of their liberty, property, wives, chiK 
dren, and their future generations. He must, 
therefore, defer -the happiness of embracing a man 
whom he most sincerely loves, until the subver- 
sion of the present tyrannical ministry and system^ 
which he is persuaded must be in a few months, 
as he knows Great Britain cannot stand the con- 
test. He Jbegs General Burgoyne will send the 
letters which his aid de camp has for him. If 
Gardiner is liis aid de camp, he desires his love 
to him. 



Camp on Prospeci Hill, Dec, isi, 1775. 

Dear Sir, 

As I am just informed you are ready to eipbark 
for England, I cannot refrain from once more 
trespassing on your patience. An opportunity is 
now presented of immortalizing yourself as the 
saviour of your country. The whole British em- 
pire stands tottering on the brink of ruinij and yoa 
have it in your power to prevent the. fatal catas- 
trophe; but it 'will admit of no delay. For hea- 
ven's sake avail yourself of the precious moment : 
put an end to the delusion : exert the voice of a 
brave, virtuous citizen ; and tell the people at 
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home, that they must immediately rescind all 
their impolitic, iniquitous, tyrannical, murderous 
acts; that they must overturn the whole frantic 
system, or that they are undone. You ask me, 
in your letter, if it is independence at which the 
Americans aim? I answer. No; the idea never 
entered a single American's head, until the most 
intolerable oppression forced it upon them. All 
they required was, to remain masters of their own 
property, and be governed by the same equitable 
laws which they had enjoyed from the first forma- 
tion of the Colonies. The ties of connection 
which bound them to their parent country, were 
so dear to them, that he who would have ventur- 
ed to touch them, would have been considered as 
the most impious of mortals ; but these sacred 
ties, the^same men, who have violated or baffled 
Ae most precious laws and rights of the people at 
home, dissipated, or refused, to account fof their 
treasures, tarnished the glory, and annihilated the 
importance of the nation : these sacred ties, I say, 
so dear to every American, Bute and his tory ad- 
ministration are now rending asunder. 

You ask, whether it is the weight of taxes of 
which they complain ? I answer. No : It is the 
principal they combat, and they would be guilty 
in the eyes of God and men, of the present world, 
and all posterity, did they not reject it ; for if it 
were admitted, they would have nothing that they 
could call their own ; they would be in a worse 
condition than the wretched slaves in the West 
India islands, whose little peculium has ever been 
esteemed inviolate. But, wherefore should I 
dwell on this ? Is not the case with Ireland the 
same with theirs ? They are subordinate to the 
British empire ; they are subordinate to the Par- 
liament of Great Britain, but they tax themselves. 
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. Why, as the case is similar,' do you jbegin wiA 
them ? But you know, Mr. Burgoyne^ audacious 
as the ministry are, they dare not attempt it 
There is one part of your letter which, I confess I 
do not understand. If I recollect right, (for I un- 
fortunately, have not the letter by me,) you say 
that if the privilege of taxing themselves is what 
the American's claim, the contest is at an end* 
You surely cannot allude to the propositions of 
North. It is impossible that you should not think,- 
with me and all mankind, that these propositions 
are no more or less than adding to a most abomi- 
nable oppression, a more abominable insult. . But, 
to recur to the question of Americans aiming at 
independence : Do any instructions of any one <rf 
the provinces to their representatives, or delegates, 
furnish the least ground for this suspicion ? On 
the contrary, do they not all breathe the strongest 
attachment and filial piety to their parent country? 
But if she discards all the natural tenderness of 
a mother, and acts the part of a cruel step-dame, 
it must naturally be expected that their affections 
will cease ; the ministry leave them no alternative, 
aut serviriy aut alienari jubent ; it is in human 
nature ; it is a moral obligation to adopt the latter. 
But the fatal separation has not yet taken place, 
and yourself, your single self, my friend, may 
perhaps, prevent it Upon the ministry, I am 
afraid, you can make no impression ; for, tore- 
peat a hackneyed quotation. 

They are in blood 
SteppM in so far, that, should they Wade no more, 
To return would be as tedious as go o'er. 

But, if you will at once break off all connec- 
tions with these pernicious men; if you will w^^ve 
all consideration, but the salvation of yqur coun- 
try , Great Britain may stand as much indebted to 
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General Burgoyne, as Rome was to her Camillus. 
Do not, I entreat you, my dear sir, think 
this the mad rhapsody of an enthusiast, nor the 
cant of a factious designing man ; for, in these 
colours, I am told, I am frequently painted. I 
awear by all that*s sacred, as 1 hope for comfort 
and honour in this world, and to avoid misery in 
die next, that I most earnestly and devoutly love 
my native country ; that I wish the same happy 
rdation to subsist for ages betwixt her and her 
children, which has raised the wide arch of her 
exnjMi^ to so stupendous and enviable a height; but 
at the same time I avow, that if tlie parliament 
Bind people should be depraved enough to support 
jtfiy longer the present ministry in their infernal 
scheme, my zeal and reverence for the rights of 
humanily are so much greater than my fondness 
for any particular spot, even the place of my na- 
tivity, that^ had I any influence in the councils of 
America, I would advise not to hesitate a single 
instant, but decisively to cut the Gordiaji knot, 
now besmeared with civil blood. 

This, I know, is strong emphatic languagje, and 
mighty pass, with men M^ho are strangers to the 
flame which the love of liberty is capa!>le of light- 
ing tip in the human breast, for a proof of my insa- 
nity ; but you, sir, unless I have mistaken you 
from the beginning, will conceive, that a man, in 
Ms sober senses, may possess such feelings. In 
my sober senses, thereftM'e, permit me once more 
most earnestly to entreaft and conjure you to exert 
yowr whole force, energy, and talents to stop the 
n>inistry in this their headlong career. If you 
laibour in vain, (as, I must repeat, I think will be 
Ac case^l address yourself to the people at large. 
By adopting this method, I am so sanguine, as to 
assure myself of your success ; and your public 
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character will be as illustrious as your persooal 
qualities are amiable to all who intimately know 
you. By your means the Colonists will long con- 
tinue the farmers, planters, and shipwrights of 
Great Britain ; but if the present course is per- 
sisted in^ an internal divorce must inevitably tal^ 
place. As to the idea of subduing thera intoser- 
vitude, and indemnifying yourselves for the ex- 
pence, you must be convinced long before this 
of its absurdity, 

I should not, perhaps, be extravagant, if I ad- 
vanced, that all the ships of the world would be 
too few to transport force sufficient to conquer 
three millions of people, unanimoudy determined 
to sacrifice every thing to liberty ; but if it were 
possible, the victory would not be less ruinous 
than the defeat."^ You would only destroy your 
own strength. No revenue can possibly be ei^ftcted 
out of this country. The army of ptecjC-men might 
be enereased, but her circuitous commerce, foun* 
ded on perfect freedom, which, alone cw furnish 
riches to the metropolis, would fall to the ground. 
But the dignity of Great Britain, it ^eejnsy h at 
stake. Would you, sir, if in the heat of passion 
you had struck a single drummer of your regi- 
ment, and afterwards discovered that you had 
done it unjustly, think it any forfeiture of your 
dignity to acknowledge the wrong? No: I am 
well acquainted with your disposition, you would 
9$k him pardon at the h^ad of your regkneijil, 

I shall now conclude (if you will excuse the 
pedantry) with a sentence of Latin ; Jusium ^si 
bellum guibw necessarium, et^piii atfna guibus nui* 
/a, nisiin armis, reimgaitur ^pes. I most sincerely 
wish you a quicte and pro^)erous yogrgge^ and 
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that your happiness aad glory may be equal to tbe 
idea I have of your nierita» as, 

I dm. With the greatest truthjuid affection^ 

Yours, 

CHARLES LEE. 
M^OF Gen^ Burgoyne. 



Sir, 

JIN my letter, lately sent into Boston, all politic 
cal disquisition was designedly avoided. X did 
not avail myself of the advantages which the sa- 
O'ed cause of my country, of liberty, and of hu- 
man nature, maaife^tly gave me over Mr. Gage. 
I Femonstrated with you in decent terms, with 
Tespect to the hard and unworthy treatment shewn, 
us I have been inform^, to the soldiers ^nd citi- 
Z^^Ks^ of America, whom the fortune of war, 
cfaanoe, or an erroneous opinion of your honour, 
had thrown into your hands. In answer to this 
xiemou^trance, we are iin^qlted with the most out- 
rageous language, aivl abusive epithets. Were 
wc, Sir, the worst of traitors j had we co^^pired 
to subvert the liberties of our feUqw subjeot^; 
had we conspured to rq-establijih on the throne the 
enpelkd tyrains of the Stuart bouse ; or, couW 
we be charged with any notorious breach of faitK ; 
had we> for insilance, seduced some part of the 
troops under your command, upon certain con- 
^itiow, into a surrender of their arms, and aftef- 
warda violated pur engagement, the styl^ whic^ 
you; assume would scarcely be justiftable. 

You affect. Sir, to despise all rank not derived 
from the same sQuroe^ with your own : to speak, 
as I think, with becoming pride, it is inipos^ble' 
to ccHiQeire a more honourable souree than that to 
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vliich I owe my present station. I was caUed to 
it by the voice of the freely chosen delegates <rf a 
vinuous and iincorrupt people. Yours, Sac ought 
I know, and, as I am told, is frequendy the ca^e, 
might have been obtained by .connectiona with 
some prostitute part of a prostitute House of 
Commons- 

You threaten us, Sir, with a cord : Begin, Sir; 
I dare you to it. Although my nature ^uddess 
at the thought, necessity will force us to retaliate ; 
unci we have it in our power, Mr. Gage, to make 
a ten-fold retaliatimi. 

You have the confidence to appeal to th^ 
Almighty God whose every law you have violated* 
Let that Almighty God, to whom the rights and 
happiness of his oreatures cannot be ind^erei^^ 
j udge then between us. When the great and tre- 
mendqjis day shall arrive ; when all mortals are to 
render a strict account, which, do you apprehend, 
Sir. will have the greatest reason to tronble ? 
The virtuous citizens, now forced to arms by the 
hands of tyranny ; in arms not to rob, spoil, and 
invade ; not as mercenary instruments to gratify 
the lust, ambition, avarice, or revenge of seep- 
tered robbers or wicked ministers, but to defend 
their wives, children, and household goodsy and 
to deliver down to their posterity the bright inhe- 
ritance of freedom they received from their forefii* 
thers : which^ I once more demslhd, shall, on that 
dtieadful day, have the ^eatest reason to tremble ? 
The citizens engaged m this righteous cause, or 
those men, who by artifice, misrepresentaticb, and 
falsehood, have not only stained this fair cotidnent 
with the blood of her children, but shaken the 
mighty empire of Britain to her foundaticm. 

1 shall now. Sir, close my correspondence with 
you, perhaps for ever, assuring you, tiiat the in- 
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t€iljge.nc^ ycm have re^uved,. with respect to the 
harsh tre^ment of the prisoners in our possession, 
is 99 reqiote from facti as that which you have con- 
^taally transmitted to the ministry, when speak- 
iag of the jarinciples and designs of America. 
N5>toniy the officers and soldiers have been treated 
with the. tenderness due to fellow-citizens and 
brethren, but even thpse execrable parricides 
bom amongst us, who have aimed their daggers at 
the vitals of their parent, have been protected 
£com the fury «f a most justly enraged people. 

I shall now ^, only add, that for the future, 
whatever mode of conduct you shall think proper 
to observe towards those of our people vmo are 
in yoi^t oustody, such exactly are the ministerial 
ists to expect in return. 

I am, Sir, 
You» most obedient, 
Humble servant, 
Gm« G%e. C. LEE. 



Cambridge, ills. 

Dear Sir, 

X LITTiiE thpught the time could ever arrive 
when I should not run with eagerness to embrace 
Mr. Qage. Whether it is frpm '4 cyillcal disposi- 
tion, or a laudable mi^santhfopy, whether it is to my 
credit or discredit, I l^npw not ; but it is mo^t 
certain, that I have had a real affection for very 
few men ; but that these few I h;*ve l<>ved with 
'Warmth, zeal, and ardp^r. Y6ij'^3ir^ amongst 
these few, I s|vear by ajl that is sacred^ have ever 
held one of the foremost places; I respected your 
undierstanding, liked you? manners, and perfectly 
ad<H*ed the qualities of your heart. These, Sir, 
are my reasons^ paradoxical as they may appear to 
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many, that I now avoid what I heretc^ore 
have thought an happiness. Were you piersmi- 
ally indifferent to me, I should, perhaps, fxotn cu- 
riosity, appear in the circle of your levee ; but I 
hold in such abhorrence the conduct, temper, and 
spirit of our present court; more partidulatrly 
their present diabolical measures with respect to 
this country fills me with so much horrw and in- 
dignation, that I cannot bear to see a man, from 
whom my affections can never be weaned, in the 
capacity of one of their instruments ; as I am con- 
vinced that the court of Tiberius, or Philqp the 
Second, were not more treacherous and hostile to 
the rights of mankind than the present court i^ 
Great &*itain. I cannot help thinking it one of 
the greatest curses fallen on mankind, thaitfaey 
should be endued with sufficient art to seduce or 
delude, men of the best hearts and heads. My 
Lord Chatham himself was for a time their dupe ; 
and po<M' York was entrapped for his destruedoR. 
I believe, Sir, I know the tricks and insidiousnes$ 
of the Cabinet better than you do. I have no 
doubt, but they were hard set to work upon you. 
May God Almighty, extricate you, with honour 
and safety, from their clutches J I know not whe- 
ther the people of America will be successful in 
their struggles for liberty ; I think it most probable 
they wiH, from what I have seen in my jM^ogres? 
through the colonies. So noble a spirit pervades 
all orders of men, from the first estated gentlemen 
to the lowest planters, that I think they must be 
victorious. I most devoutly wish they may ; for 
if the machinations of their enemies prevail, the 
bright goddess. Liberty^ must, like her sister As- 
trsea, utterly abandon the earth, and leave not a 
wreck behind. She has, by a damned conspiracy 
ef kings and ministers, been totally driven froca 



363 

the other hembphere. Here is her last asylum ; 
here I hope she may fix her abode. 

I have now, sir, only to entreat, that as knaves 
and fools will probaUy, from design and mis- 
understanding, exaggerate, disfigure, and distort 
M^at I do, and what I say, you will be upon your 
guard, particularly when it relates to yourself. 
Though it is difficult to separate the man from the 
office, should it be reported that I ever speak o( 
you in terms of disrespect, I entreat, that you wiU 
slight the report. I am not capable of it. A 
personal friendship for Mr. Gage has taken too 
deep root in my breast;, though, were you my 
tM*oiher, twinned at a birth, I must wish to defeat 
the jmrposes of those by whose instructions Go- 
venor Gage must act. 

As to North, my opinion of him is this, (and I 
have known him a long time,) that did he hear of a 
^gle freeman in the remotest part of the world, 
he would willingly jmt his country to the expence 
of famishing forth an army and fleet for the sole 
pleasure of destroying that single freeman. I know, 
Sir, you wiU do me the justice to believe that I am 
not acting a part ; that no affi^ctatioh has place ki 
my conduct You have known me long enough^ 
I flatter myself, to be persuaded, that zeal for the 
liberties of my country and the rights of mankind, 
has been my predominant passion. May God 
Almighty bless you^ Sir, and, with honour to you, 
dissolve the spell which has charmed you into a 
sittiaticm &> incompatible with the excellence of 
your natural disposition. Excuse the length, and, 
if it appears to you, the itiipertinence, of this epis- 
tle, ana bielieve me, 

Witfi great esteem^ 
Yours, 

CHARGES LEE. 
Gen. Gage. 
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Mt dbab Phifps, . 

HAVE not fop- a. long time read wy . per- 
formance with so muen pleasure^ as the para- 
graph in the public; papers anDOuncing your safe 
return. I congratulate your eountvy> yourf(iend9> 
and particuJafly my self, on thia happy ev^nt. Am 
I most sincerely love aod hwour you, I should 
have been pleased, in comncion with all mankicidy 
had your hopes and expectations been answefed 
hi their full extent ; but, as your individual friieiidy 
J am completely satisfied $ for the attempt is suf- 
ficient to immcHTtalize you. A yousng nian of 
YQui^ rank and affluent circumstancea, giving up 
hia ease, pleasure^ and ccH^nections, to eucouHter 
mountains, and even to r^k the taking up Im 
irtsidence in the thrillmg regions of thick BiM>e- 
dia, for the public benefit, would hav9 app^ai:^ 
heroic in any age m nation ; but the ingloriot^ 
insifud chcaracter of the present age heigbt^uj^ the 
lustre of the enlerprize. 

Once more, my dear Fhipps^ I oongiatulate ypu 
and all your friends on your safe return^; and tte 
honour which is yout due, and which is not paid 
you at home, come to this country, whcfe your 
praises are sung daily ; butyoiw pciitiqal parKa- 
mefltary conduct has the largest ahane of their 
ponegy rick • Their (^>inion of your integrity,, tal- 
ents, and consistency, is very high ; and I hc^e 
you will believe that I do not lari^our to weak^ 
it. By all that is sacredi,. these are a fim^ people, 
liberal, enlightened, sensible and firm* Your 
Mansfidds and Norths m^y play aver their wretch* 
ed tricks, have recourse to their' paltry finesses, 
may bluster and bellow, byt they will never be 
able to trick or frighten these men out of their 
liberpea/: They are too acute and vigilant for the 
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-former to avail, and much too strong for the hi- 
tcr. Twelve thousand fresh colonists, half Ger- 
mans, half Irish, were imported this year faito 
Philadelphia alone, and not a much less number 
into the colonies rf Virginia and Nev^ York. The 
banks of Hudson's River, of the Mohawk, Sus- 
^jaehannab, Juniatta, and the Ohio, from die Mo- 
nongsdiela downwards thirty miles, which at the 
|>eace were totally a desert, are become one con- 
tinued chain of villages. Four large military 
townships are immediately to be established on the 
Missisippi, I leave you to judge, whether it will 
be easy to diagoon so numerous a people for any 
length of time. Ships of war, it is true, may in* 
suit, and put to inconvenience some of their capi* 
tal ports ; but these teasings and insults will only 
serve to shew the absurdity of your mini^r's pdi- 
cy in a more striking light, bv giving, a unanimity 
to these people equal to their effectual strength, 
when they may set at defiance the machinations, 
not only of an earthly, but of the infernal potentate 
liiitiself and his ministry* Egre^ous block* 
heads I their folly increases every day ; no soon- 
er are they out of one bad scrape, but they get in- 
to a worse. 

This blessed tea project meets with a resistance 
full as vigorous, though more regular and tem- 
perate than the stamp act The colonists, one 
and aU, have entered into the most solemn obli- 
gations to send it back to its exporters, and cc»w 
tinue furnishing themselves from the Dutch; so 
that by the ingenuity of our ministry, smuggling 
is rendered an-.p-f---i-- ^ - 

Cetera desunt 
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SiauifoTd^ Jmh, 2iS4y 177<^. 
Sir, 

£lS' General Washington has informed the Con- 
gress of hig motivesfordetacbir^ me, itisncdedle^ 
to trouble you upon t])e subject; I am, therefore:, 
only to inform you» that I have collected a body 
of about twelve hundred men from the colony cf 
Counecticut, whose zeal and ardour, demonstrated 
on this occasicm, cannot be sufficiently praiae4* 
With this body I am marching directly to New«- 
York, to execute the different purposes for which 
I am detached. I am sensible* l^r,; that nothing 
can carry the air of grqater presumpticHi, thaa a 
servant's intruduig \i^ opinion, unasked, upcffi 
his master ; but, at the same time, there are cqiv 
tain seascms wh?n the real danger of the radsjter 
may not only qxcuse but render laudable, the ser- 
vant's of]|cio^$Qess« I therefore fiatter myself that 
the Congress will receive, with indulgence and 1&- 
nity^ the opiniooti shall offer. The scheme of dis- 
arming simply tile tories, seems to me totally mk- 
efiecti^ ; > it willcmly embitter their muids smd add 
virus to their venom. They can, apd will, always 
be supplied with fresh arms by the enemy, Ths^ 
of seizing the most dangerous wili, I apprehend, 
from the vagueness of the instruction, be attend^ 
with some bad consequences, and can answer no 
good one. k opens so wide a dopr for jxirtiaUty 
and prejudice, to the different congresses and com- 
mittees on the continent, that much discord an4 
animosity will probably ensue, it being next to inv- 
possible to distinguish who are,, and who are not, 
the most dangerous^ The plan of explaining to 
these deluded people the justice and merits of the 
American cause, is certainly generousand humane; 
but, I am afraid^ will be fruitless. They are so ri- 
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vetted in tbeir opinions, that, I am persunded, 
should am angel descend Irom heaven with Ihs gol- 
den trumpet, and ring in their ears, iteit their eon* 
duct was criminal, he would be disregaided. I had 
lately mjrself an instanceof their infatuation, which, 
if it is not impertinent, I will relate. I took the li- 
berty, without any authority but the conviction of 
the necessity^ to adminfister a very strong oath to 
those of Rhode Island, that they would take arms 
in defence of their country, if called upon by Ae 
voice of die Congress. To this Colonel Wanton, 
and ^hersfladyrefusedthefir absent; to take arms 
against their sovereign they said was too monstrous. 
This is not a crisis, when every thing is at stake, to 
bi^ over compliant to the timidity of the inhabi- 
tants of any particular spot. I have now under 
my command a very respectable force adequate to 
the purpose of securing the place, and purging all 
its environs of traitors, on which subject I shall ex- 
pect, with impatience, the determmation of the 
Congress; their orders I hope to receive before 
or immediately on my arrival. 

This in^rtant the inclosed express from the pro- 
vincial Congress of New- York, was delivered, into 
Hiy hands ; but as these gentlemen probably are 
not fully apprized of die danger hanging over their 
heads, as I have received intdligencc From camp, ' 
that the ^et is sailed, and that n is necessary to 
prge my 'march, I shall proceed with one division 
<if the forces wnder my command to that city. A 
Mamem's delay maybe fatal. The force 1 shall 
•earry wflh me is not strong enough to act oflFen- 
dPvely $ but just sufficient to secure the city against 
sftiy dw*ftns «f ;Ae'6rtemy. If this is to give urn- 
brage^ if Ae gbVerhdr and captain of the man of 
w«r dre pll^as^'to'cdnstrue this step as an act of 
positive hostility, tf they af e to prescribe what 
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number of your troc^s, and what number not, 
are to enter the city, all I can say is, that New- 
York must be considered as the minister's place, 
and not the continent'^. 

, I mu3t now, Sir, beg pardon for the leng^ of 
this letter, andmcoe so, for the presumption in of- 
fering so freely my thoughts to theCoi^ress, from 
whom it is my duty simply to receive my orders^ 
and as a servant and soldier strictly to <^ey, which 
none can do with greater ardor and affecticm than. 
Sir, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

CHARLES LEE. 
The Hon. John Hancock, Esq. 

Pres. of the 
Continental Congress* 



New-York, Mardi Sth, ITTtf.* 

Sir, 

A RECEIVEp your commands on Sunday 
evening, and should have answeredit immediatdy^ 
but waited tor the result of an application I had 
made to Waterbury's^and Ward*s regiment, re- 
questing them to remain here until they can be re- 
placed by a certain number of troops from FhUa* 
delphia, and the Jerseys. They have ananimously 
consented to stay till the twenty-fifth of this mcmti^ 
which is a fortnight longer than the term thqr 
were enlisted for. Before the expir^ion of Aii 
time, I am in hojges that some measures will be ta« 
ken by the Congress for throwing into the city, its 
environs, and Long Island,, a force sufficient ti^dis* 
pute the ground with any numbjM- of t5r<k^ w« 
have reason to expect-; no|^t I w<»|ld; implf 
that these two Connecticut regiinents i'^mainmg 
here would be able to prevent tbe landing' and 
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lodging themselves in the island, even-five batta- 
lions of the enemy, should they chuse to titttmpt 
it ; but those two regiments will enaftfe us at least 
to lay the foundation of the necessary works. I 
have ordered a regiment from the Jerseys, who 
will be here I hope in a few days. I shall not, Sir, 
trouble you with a detail of our intended works, 
as I shall have the power of paying my respects 
in person to the Congress in a very few days, for 
on Thursday it is my intention to set out. I am in 
very little pain about the execution of what we 
have concerted, as it is committed to the hands of 
Lord Stirling, who shews much intelligence and 
activity. As this place will probably be the scene 
<rf a good deal of action, it would be prudent to 
add something to their present stock of ammuni- 
tion. I find by their returns, that there is in the 
whole colony, that sent up to Fort Constitution 
included, five tons and an half. 

The numerous body of professed tories in Long 
and Staten Islands; with not a few within the walls 
of the city, is a most alarming consideration ; the 
measures adopted by the Provincial Congress, of 
obliging them to give bonds as a security for their 
good behaviour, can answer no purpose, but that 
ctf rendering them more bitter and violent. The 
first regiment of our gracious sovereign's cut- 
;rtit*oats which arrive here will indubitably cancel 
liiese bonds. I am well assured, indeed, that these 
bonds are made a public joke of already, by the 
worthy gentlemen who gave them. In short, the 
friends to liberty are to a man convinced, that the 
tories will take up arms, when encouraged by the 
appearance of any royal troops. The delfcacy 
6f our situation, the dangerous crisis of aifairs, 
have therefore determined me to take a decisive 
step, which alone, according to my judgment, can 
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secure us : I have proposed to oflfer to these peo- 
ple a test, drawn up in such terms, that refusal or 
consent to take it, must be a criterion by which 
we may be able to distinguish those, whose swords 
are whetted to plunge into the vitals of their coun- 
try, and whose, if not drawn m defence of the 
common rights, may be expected to remain quiet- 
ly in their scabbards. The first I have directed 
to be seized without further ceremony, and I 
should think myself highly criminal, in omitting 
so salutary a step before it is too late ; perhaps 1 
judge wrong ; if I do, I must myself take the 
shame of being reputed weak, rash, and precipi- 
tate. The intelligence I have received from Ge- 
neral Washington will, at all events, justify, in, 
some measure, my dispensing with forms. 
I am Sir, with the greatest rcsfiect. 
Your most obedient humble servant, 

CHARLES LEE. 
To his Excellency the Pres. 
of tlie Continental Congress. 



Williamibwrg, April Sd, 1176. 
Mr DSAR SIB, 

1 HAVE nothing of sufficient importance - to 
trouble the Congress with; but shall teaze you with 
a few words ; I am exactly in the same situation I 
expected, puzzled where to go, or fix myself, 
from an uncertainty of the enemy!s design : I can 
therefore only act by surmise ; the general opinion 
is, that they will aim at this part of Virginia, viz. 
York and Williamsburg, or that they will fix their 
head quarters in North Carolina : it has been al- 
ready asserted, that Mr. Clinton was landed with 
one thousand five hundred men at Wilmington ; a 
ktter from Brigadier Howe, dated from Edenton, 
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^ys, tliat it is believed, but not ascertained. I 
wait for further intelligence ; in the mean time, I 
shall employ myself in rendering this place, and 
York, as inaccessible as possible ; for it is my own 
persuasion, that they will endeavour to possess 
themselves of the capitol, not only as it is really a 
most tempting and advantageous post, from com- 
manding two rivers, and a most abundant country ; 
but it would give an air of superiority and dignity 
to their arms which in this slave-country might 
be attended with important consequences, by the 
impressions it would make in the minds of the ne- 
groes. I wish we had a couple of good regiments 
more in South Carolina, it would then be perhaps 
hors insult. The apathy of this province seems to 
gopassibus aquisy with that of some other provin- 
ces notwithstanding the pursuasion and assurances 
of all the officers, that the tories about Norfolk 
wJH most certainly repair to the King's standard, 
and have proposed means of securing them ; diey 
say, such means would be violent and cruel. - In 
short as your affairs prosper, the timidity of the 
senator!^ part of the continent, great and small, 
grows and extends itself. By the eternal God, 
unless you declare yourselves independent, estab- 
lish a more certain and fixed legislature than that 
of a temporary courtesy of the people, you richly 
deserve to be enslaved, and I think it far from im- 
possible that it should be your lot ; as without a 
more systematical intercourse with France and 
Holland, we cannot, we have not the means of 
CfflTying on the war. 

Adieu, 

Yours, &c. 
C. LEE. 
ToEdw. Rutledge, Esq. 

Member of the 
Continental Congress. 
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Wmumuhui^, Afrit 5th^ ITIfi, 
Sir, 

X HE subject of this letter appearing to me <^ 
exceeding importance, I have resolved to dispatch 
an express to inform you that the Boebuck., ^ 
King's ship of forty-four guns, has for some time 
left 3ie Capes of Virginia, and, as we hear, is now 
lying off the Bay of Delaware, with a design to 
intercept the continental fleet. At Norfolk remain 
the Liverpool, a thirty gun frigate; the Otter 
sloop of fourteen guns, and some tenders, togethei? 
with a ship, Lord Dunmore on board, of little or 
no force ; and a number of vessds belon^ng to 
the tories, with valuable cai^oes and {Hrizes^ 
amounting, by a reasonable estimate, to an husb* 
dred and forty thousand- pounds sterlipg : If Mr. 
Hopkins is at Cape Fear, would it not be a good 
measure to inform him, how wrea prey these ship^ 
at Norfolk, with their immense treasure oCgciqds^ 
arms, ammunition, and other military sto?es; woi^ 
be to fiim, were he to come into the Gapes^of Viir- 
ginia ? It is not probable our fleet can keep t|ie 
§ea much longer, a number of British ships of w^ 
being expected soon on the American coasit j Uiid 
last mentioned stroke would the» be a gloH^MQ 
conclusion; and if it should be pecesss»?y after«^ 
wards to keep in a safe harbour^ by erecting a b£rf3^ 
tery at the mouth of the river teadinag to Norfolki 
the navy of Qrre^ Britain might be, froax th^ nar 
ture of the navigaition^ prevented from getting up. 
I am extremely anxious to know the state of your 
province, and of the stale, number, and quality, of 
your troops ; any assistance which can be aflbrd* 
ed you by this province, as far as depends on me, 
you may command, I should have set out before 
this, for your province, but the comfusionj dUorder, 
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and deficiences of Virginia, oblige me to pass a 
few more days in my present quarters. 
I am, Sir, with the greatest respect. 

Your most obedient humble servant. 
To C. LEE. 

The Hon. the Pres. of the 
Council of Safety, 
North Carolina. 



WiUkmsimrg, jfyrU 6lft, ir76. 

Dear Sib» 

A.S I know not to whom I can address this most 
important note, with so much propriety and assu- 
rance of success a$ to yourself, the crisis will not 
admit of ceremony and procrastination ; I shall, 
dierefore, irregularly address you in the language 
and with the spirit of one bold determined free 
citissen to another ; and conjure you, as you value 
the liberties and rights of the community of which 
you are u member, not to lose a moment^ and in 
my name, if my name is of consequence enough^ 
ta direct the commanding officer of your troops at 
Annapolis, immediately to seize the person of go- 
vernor Eden ; the sin and blame be on my head» 
I will answer for all to the Congress. The justice 
and necessity of the measure wiU be best explained 
by the packet, transmitted to you by the Commit- 
tee of Safqty from thiis place. God Almighty give 
us wisdoiQ and vi^or in this hour of trial. 

Dear Sir, 

Yours, most affectionately ,^ 
To CHARLES LEE. 

Samuel Purviance. Esq. • 

Chairman <^ the Conunittee.. 
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Wiliiamtburgt j^prilUlh^ 1776. 

Sir, 

iM OT only propriety and decency, bat an ear- 
^est tfesire to act in concert with so respectable a 
body, as the Committee of Safety, enjom me Xq 
lay before them my thoughts, on some iifueasures 
necessary for the defence and very being of the. 
colony. 

After having considered the number and qua- 
lity of your troops, the state and condition of your 
arms, artillery, and ordnance apparatus, the weak- 
ness and disadvantages, you bbour under from.tbe. 
numerous mtersectiiig rivers, tthemuititude of yof^ 
slaves, &c, I suppose to myself, that the enemy 
will make this province their iimnediate object t 
and suice the defeat of their schemes? in North 
Carolina, by Colonel Caswell, it is the most natuaral 
supposition. I say, Sir, after having considered 
your strength and weakness, no circumstance ap-- 
pears tQ me so seriously alarming as the dt^osi- 
tion and situation of the inhabitants of the tower 
counties, Norfolk^ and Princess Ann ; but diat L 
might not rest entirely on my own opinion, I haare 
called together some of the field officers who are 
best acquainted with that district, and they unani-. 
mously agree, that it will be difficult, if not impose . 
sible, to secure and preserve the province, unless 
these inhabitants, thus dangerously disposed, are 
removed from the very spot where they can do 
such infinite mischief. I am sensible. Sir, that 
their removal must be attended with very conside- 
rable difficulties, and perhaps much distress to 
individuals ; but when the preservation and beings 
of the province, if not of tibe whole conlanent are- 
at stake, were these difficulties and distresses a 
thousand times greater, they must be submitted to. 
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I ao» in hopes, therefore, that the gentkatien of 
the committee wUl immediately devise som^ 
means for removing these people ; as weU as their 
stock : at least their wives and children should be 
qarrkd to a place of security, as hostages for the. 
good behaviour of the husbands and Others. I 
should be extremely sorry to find m}rsclf under the 
necessity of destroyii^g aU their cattle, store, and 
graoaries ; and forcing the inhabitants) at the point 
qf the bayonet, from their homes : but unless tihek 
removal ea^ be £iecomplish^d by some other 
noie^ms,. I shall be constrained to these harsh meth- 
ods ; as otherwise, I canoot be answerable for the 
executioa of the important tru^t committed to m^ 
h^ods* 

I am. Sir, 

With the greatest respect, 
Your most obedient bumble servant, 

CHARLES LEE. 

The Hon. the Pves. 

of the 
Committee of Safety, 

Sir, 

Jl HE disag^eeal^ uncertainty I hav<^ l^een in, of 
the enemies' designs, from the circiiimstance of 
their being able to fly in their ships from one spot 
tQ another, hajth kep^ me at Williamsburg. ^ It is 
eyident .that their originali intention was ^gaiftsA 
North Carolina*, but: Uk^ apparently total overt>«ow 
oi their t^hole sohemje by Colpnel Caswell's victo^- 
ry, makes it mof^. probable that they wiU bend 
their com^e tQ 9W^^ othev quairter ; whether W 
this ^^YJm^f or Spui^ C^oUp^ il i$ impossible 
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to dhriiie. I am myself more incltned to think 
diat this will be their object^ as the numerous in:* 
tersecting navigable waters present them such su- 
perior advantages ; though, at the same time, I 
confess myself in great pain for South Carolina ; 
the force in that province seems alarmingfy smaU* 
I wish I could afford to detach from hence at least 
tiunee battalions; but neither our numbers of men^ 
the state and condition of our arms, nor the vast 
extent of this province open tcr attack, will admit 
of the thought. If Pennsylvania could spsa^ 
three or four battalions for the defence of Vii^in-* 
ia, Virginia or North Carolina might detach the 
same number to South Carolina ; and as^the army 
which was employed in the blockade of Boston is 
now set at liberty, -I should imagine this force 
might be afforded us» 

We are so extremely deficient in arms^ that I 
have been under the necessity of sending an offi* 
cer into the back parts of the country to purchase 
all the rifles he can procure for the continental ser- 
vice. Thc^ arrangement I have made of arming 
two companies of each battalion with spears, wilt 
render musqu^ts and bayonets less necessary ; and 
the ease I find in reconciling the men to these kind 
of arms, is a flattering symptom of their s|>irit« 
The price of these rifles, I am told, wiU be five 
pounds each ; but as the article <^ cartouches and 
bayonets will be saved, upon the whole, they will 
not be more, if so expensive. 

The defence and security of the capital rivers-,, 
with their creeks,- is an object of so great impor- 
tance, that I have thought k necessary to direct as 
great a number of half ^Uies as possible, to be 
constructed with the utmost expedition ; but a& 
the carpenters and other artificers in this country 
are so lazy a race of mortals,, that it ia in vainta 
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ejcpeet any fruits^rom their labours, unless there 
is a coersive power over them, I thought it the. 
surest and safest method to establish two compa- 
nies of carpenters on the same terms with those in 
the Jerseys ; the measure is absolutely necessary,, 
aiid I flatter myself it will prove economy. 

The nature of the service here i^ such, the 
force not being collected into one pointy but scat- 
tered in fragments, that a greater number of sub- 
ordinate staft* officers are requi^te than in the 
Northern and Eastern armies, I have therefore 
taken the liberty, till the pleasure of the Congress 
is further known, to appoint a few who could not 
be dispensed with : inclosed is a list of them. 

The Committee of Safety, I findt Sir, had no* 
apprized you of their having already raised a 
company of artillery, and appointed officers. Cap- 
tain fames who was placed at the head of it, though 
he professes himself utterly ignorant of this par- 
ticular branch, is a man of great zeal, capacily 
9Qd merit ; and as there is a vacant majority in 
iJbe nioth, or Captain FfemmiDg's regiment, I have 
ventured to appoint him to act in that station, in 
liopes that Congress will confirm his^ commissiom 
A body of horse b a sine qua n&n in a country cir- 
eumstanoed like this ; I take the liberty of enclo- 
sing you an address I published to the young gen- 
tlemen of this colony on the subject, and wish it 
may meet with your approbation. 

I shall make Monsieur Arundel accountable 
for the sixty dollars, but at the same time beg leave 
to submit to the consideration of the Congress, 
whether the expences of his journey should not 
be allowed; they amount to thirty dollars : indeed 
the pay of the artillery officers and engineers is sq 
wretched, that I do not see any chance of proeu- 
liig men fit for the serviqe. on the terms ; and if 
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they are procured, they cannot pos^bly subsist, 
unless the expences of their frequent journeys are 
paid; for they are obliged, firom the nature of their 
business, to make more journeys than other offi* 
cers, and not in corps, but singly ; J have been 
obliged to subsist Baron Massenburg, as likewise 
to furnish Captain Smith, who is now at York, 
with money for his expences. 

I am. Sir, with the greatest respect. 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

CHARLES LEE. 
His Excellency 
John Hancock, Pres. 

of the 
Continental Congress. 



A.S I am an entire stranger to the character, in- 
tegrity and abilities of individuals in this countiy, 
I* must request the gentlemen of the committee, 
will appoint, or recommend positively, a prcqper 
person as commissary. He should be a man of 
activity without doubt;, but his integrity is still 
more important, as he has it in his power, if incli^ 
ned, to rob the public most horribly. \ 

I am, Sir, with the greatest respect. 

Your niost obedient servant, 

CHARLES LEE. 
John Page, Esq. V. P. 
of the Committee. 

Bv^lk, Jpra SSrf, 1776. 
Sa, 

JL OU arc to march this night to Brickds: Leave 
the entrenching tools under the care of the com* 
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manding oftcdr of that post, with directions to for- 
tify, as well as he is able, a post capable of contain- 
ing three hundred men. To-morrow you are to 
proceed to Portsmouth with all the waggons; you 
are to post your party in such an advantageous si- 
tuation, that no insult from the enemy can be ap- 
prehended. You are to secure Shedden's, and 
Mitchel's effects, and send them up immediately. 
You are to secure the persons of Jarvia, Muter, 
and Mitchel, as well as their effects ; Mrs. Grimes, 
with her effects, are likewise immediately to be 
sent up. You are to procure the best intelligence 
what men are on bourd Lord Dunmore*s fleet, who 
have families at Portsmouth ; the wives andchil* 
dren of these men are to be sent up to Suffolk im- 
mediately. You are to apprize the rest of the in- 
habitants that they must quit Portsmouth in five 
days ; that waggons shall be allowed for their beds, 
clothes, ^nd absolute necessary cooking utensils; 
their tables, chairs, and other cooking utensils, 

cannot be carried off at the public expence. 
All the negroes capable of bearing arms to be 

secured immediately, and sent up to Suffolk. Mr. 

Bownas and company's property is to be collected 

and brought out of their present dangerous situa* 

tion. 

You are to order any detachment you shall meet 

with, from Colonel Fipp's corps, immediately to 

return to their command. 

CHARLES LEE, Major General 

To Colonel Mughlenburg. 

Wiaiam^wrg^ May ilfc, 1776. 

Sib, 

A HE committee ^vill, I hope excuse my not ha- 
ving yesterday made a report to them fas I think 
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it my duty,) of every transaction which is not 
merely military ; but they were so much employed 
in the business of the Princess Ann petition, that 
I thought it better not to enter on the subject. 
As I found that the inhabitants of Portsmouth 
had universally taken the oath to Lord Dunmore, 
and as that town was, I believe, justly censidered 
as the great channel through which his Lordship 
received the most exact and minute intelligence 
of all OUT motions and designs, I thought it in- 
cumbent on me, and agreeable to the spirit of 
your instructions, to remove the people without 
exception ; for even the women and children had 
learnt the art, and practised with address, the office 
of spies. A considerable quantity of very valu- 
able articles were found in the houses of Mrs# 
Sproivlc, Goodrich, and Nuil Jamieson, such as 
molasses, salt and other things much wanted for 
the public. A list of these articles will be made 
out by the officer commanding the party, and laid 
before your board. 

As tlie town of Portsmouth will afford so con- 
venient shelter and quarters to refresh the enemy, 
on a supposition that they make this part of the 
world their object, it would perhaps be politic to 
destroy it totally ; but the houses of some of the 
most notorious traitors I thought absolutely neces- 
sary to demolish, in hopes of intimidating the 
neighbourhood from trifling any longer, and fly- 
ing in the face of your ordinances j for it is in^ 
conceivable, unless I have been grossly misin- 
formed, into what barefaced open intercourse 
with the enemy they had been encouraged by no 
examples having been made. Sprowle's,- Good- 
rich's, Jamieson's and Sfceddan's houses ware oh 
this principle destreyed ; the last^ Skeddan, now 
a prisoner at Suffolk, accused, and, I believe, con- 
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victcd, of having been on board Lord Dunraore*s 
fleets since his acquittal by the committee of Nor- 
folk. As we had undoubted intelligence that the 
fleet and army of Lord Dunmore were amply and 
regularly supplied with provisions and refresh- 
ments of every kind, from that tract of country 
lying between the southern and eastern branches, 
as well as from Tanner's Creek, notwithstanding 
the positive ordinances levelled against this spe- 
•cies of treason ; and as from a habit of any sort of 
action, be it ever so heinous, he who commits it, 
infallibly, in the end, persuades himself there is 
no crime in at all : so these worthies not only everj^ 
day openly and constantly carried on this danger, 
ous commerce, but it is said justified it in their 
conversation ; it, therefore, Sir, in my opinion, as 
well as of the other oflSicers, and the committee of 
gentlemen from Suffolk, became indispensably ne- 
-cessary to take some vigorous steps on the spot, 
5which might intimidate the whole knot of these 
.miscreants from their pernicious traffic. 

A Mr« Hopkins, infamous for his principles and 
conduct, and who has a son now a soldier in Dun- 
mort's army, was fortunately the first man detect- 
ed i- he was iieized in his return from the fleet* 
-He prevaricated and perjured himself very hand- 
somely on the occasion ; but at length the £ict was 
proved, and he confesssed. The sentiments of the 
<:ommittee and other officers concurring with my 
own, we determined, after having -siezed his fumi- 
ture^ to set his house on fire in his presence : This 
step was not quite con^stem with the regular mode 
of proceeding ; but there are occasions, when the 
necessity will excuse deviations, and this I hope 
will appear to the committee to be one of these oc- 
casions. I must here, gentlemen, beg leave to re- 
peat my assurances, that if ever in my military 
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capacity, I should fall into any nieasure, which is 
more properly within the province of the civDj it 
will entirely proceed from mistake^ or inadverten- 
cy, never from design; and upon these occasions, 
so for from being offended by the admonition, or 
even reprimand, of your committees, I shall think 
myself obliged to them. 

I am. Sir, with the greatest respect, 

Your most obedient humble servant. 
To CHARLES LEE. 

Edmund Pendleton, 

Pres. of the 
Comm. of Safety. 



irmiamsburg, May m, 177€, 
Sir, 

A FIND the part I have acted in the business of 
Mr. Eden, has given great umbrage to the coun- 
cil of Maryland ; I take the liberty of enclosing a 
copy of my letter to that board on the occasion; as 
I hope it will appear to the Congress, a full expla- 
nation and justification of my conduct, I shall not. 
trouble them any more on the subject. 

Five transports with troops are arrived at Gape 
Fear; I shall thereforeset out on Thursday for Wil- 
mington, by the way of Halifax. When we con- 
sider. Sir, the vast extent of the vulnerable parts 
of this country ; the numerous navigable inter- 
secting waters, the multitude of slaves ; that we 
have not more than five thousand regulars fit for 
duty in the province ; that of these five thousand 
not more than three are properly armed ; that to 
arm them, defective as they are, the province^has 
been drove to the necessityof disarming the minute 
men ; I say, Sir, that when these circumstanceis are 
consideredi I shall appear, I hope, reasonable, in 
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entreating the Congress to spare us, if possibfc, 
some battalions, and of those battalions which are 
best armed. If indeed our minute men were 
properly furnished with musquets and ammuni- 
tion; if our rivers were already secured in the 
ixianner I propose ; I should think myself capable 
of baffling all their attempts with our present 
force ; but situated as we are, my anxiety for the 
common safety obliges me to solicit a reinforce- 
ment, A letter from one of your members in- * 
forms me, that five thousand blankets, and five 
thousand pair of shoes, are on the road for the use 
^ of this army ; they were much wanted ; the num- 
ber is, I believe, suificient. We are as I obser- 
ved before, wretchedly in want of medicines, as 
well as of a director to our hospital. Doctor 
M'CIurg is a very able man, and universally es- 
teemed, qualified for the office : the pay of the re- 
gimental surgeons established by Congress is so 
low, that it is in this part of the world, where the 
common country p;ractice of surgery is singularly 
lucrative, impossible to find capable men, who will 
accept ; but I am in hopes that the convention will 
make such additions out of the provincial purse, 
as to enable us to fill the commissions with proper 
and competent persons : Now I am on the subject 
of pay, sir, I must beg leave to urge the necessity 
of considerably increasing that of the engineers. 
It is impossible that men, qualified for this impor- 
tant office, should be prevailed upon to serve on 
*such miserable terms. You have no American 
engineers ; they must of course be forieigners ; 
and foreigners expect, in their language, rf<? quoi 
manger yth^tis^ something which will enable them 
to eat and drink. Twenty dollars per month will 
not enable them to eat and drink, and wear linen, 
or indeed any kind of clothes ; besides, it must 
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be considered, that these gentlemen are oUiged« 
by the nature of their dut)', to make more jour* 
neys than any other officers ; that horses must be 
purchased and fed ; that the expenses of travdi- 
ling in these Southern provinces are very high ; 
from these reasons and many others, the pay df 
engineers ought to be, as it is in all other services, 
greater than that of other officers. Upon the 
whole, sir, I really do not think that th^ ought or 
can do with less than forty dollars per month, and 
rations at least for their horses. On more mode- 
ate terms I am persuaded you cannot procure men 
.equal to the task: as the corps is. distinct, aod 
not numerous, this necessary addition of pay wiU 
be an expence beneath the consideration of CoHr 
gress. 

Colonel Richard Henry Lee informs*me,. that it 
was not the intention of the Congress, that Cap- 
tain Innis's company should be reduced, to. make 
way for Arundel's ; but they should both be es- 
tablished. I think, sir, it would be a useless ex* 
pence. Captain Innis, who must, I am sure, be 
an excellient officer in any other department, pro« 
fessed himself ignorant of this branch ; his offiU 
cers were equally ignorant : Arundel has got pw- 
session of the company, and by his activity and 
knowledge will, I am persuaded, make them fit 
for service. Indeed, to establish an artillery com* 
pany, captain, subalterns, and non<-commissioned 
officers, being entirely composed of novices, can 
answer no end or purpose. It is my opinion, 
therefore, sir, that instead of these two compa« 
nies proposed, that the addition of thirty or forty 
men to Captain Arundel's, and two subaltern offi* 
cers, will not only be better, but that it promises 
more advahtage to the service. 

As I am Qn the subject of Captain Arundel, I 
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beg leave to remind the Congress of what I men- 
tioncd on the subject of his expenccs on the road : 
There is one 9ircumstance of which, sir, I could 
wish4.o be ascertained; it is the expence of the 
defence of these rivers, that is, the construction 
of row gallics, floating batteries, &c. to be brought 
to the account of tlie continent or of the prov- 
ince ? I wish to be informed on this head : if it. is 
at the expence of the latter, I shall regularly pro- 
pose to the Convention, or committee of safety, 
every s«beme which may 6e attended with expence 
before it is entered upon. If the quarter master- 
general, or his deputies, when they dispatch any 
teams from Philadelphia with powder, or other ne- 
cessaries, were to purchase the hwses throughout^ 
for the continental use, instead of hiring them, 
the saving would be considerable ; f0r in this coun- 
try the hire is intolerably dear ; so great indeed, 
that I have ventured to order a number of teams 
to be purchased. 

I have just received a vague return of the for^ 
ces of North Carolina, of their powder and can- 
non ; it does not appear that they have eifective re- 
gulars, properly armed, more th^n two thousand ; 
of powder than two tun and an half; and as to 
cannon they are almost totally destitute. As the 
enemy's advanced guard, if I may so express my- 
self, is actually arrived, I must, 1 cannot avoid de- 
taching the strongest battalion we have to their as- 
distance ; but, I own, I tremble at the same time 
at the thoughts of stripping this province of any 
}>art of its inadequate force. I am puzzled how 
to direct my motions from the uncertainty of the 
enemies* plan, but not dispirited, as I am confi- 
dent that the Congress will afford me every relief 
in their power, and am not in the least diffident of 
• the courage and zeal of the men and officers. I 

ec 2 
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have, as yet» heard nothii^ of Mn ^tebler the en* 
gineer ; I ought^ in fact, to have at least half a do- 
aen ; tor we have a variety of posts to throw up, 
and there is not a man or officer in the army that 
knows the difference between si.chevaux de frieze 
and a cabbage garden. I wish the Congress would 
indulge me with Mr. Smith» whom I know to be 
an able and active man. 

I am^ sir, with the greatest respect,. 
Your most obedient. 

Humble servant, 41* 

CHARLES LEE. 
His ExcellencT 
John Hancock, Esq. 
Pres. of the Con. Congress. 

SiJt, 

As I am obliged, by the arrival of the enemy, to 
.repair to North Carolina, and am not less prompted 
.by my zeal and affection for this province, than 
.obliged by my duty, to take every precaution for 
its safety before my departure : on thb princi- 
ple, I b^ leave to lay before the Convention tiie 
. following measures; which I conceive to be neces- 
sary : 

1st. To devise some means for establishing a 
corps of cavalry ; without which, an army is so 
extremely defective in every part of the worlds 
and in none more than in this, for reasons which it 
might be tedious to enu merate. 

2dly. Without delay to order some able pilots 
. of every river, to examine accurately the narrowest 
part of the channel of each river ; what is the na- 
ture of the shoals winch form these chjannels ; 
whether they are solid^ firm sand^ gravely or rock ; 
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wliat b the distance oT the nearest part of the chan- 
nel from either shore ; what is the nature of the 
shore ; whether it is high or low ; for I am .san- 
guine enough to hope» when these circumstances 
are ascertained, the navigation of most of the ru 
vers may be shut up to the enemyi by means of 
batteries^ either floating or fished* 

3di}'. As these purposes cannot bee&cted with* 
out a large body of carpenters^ smiths, and artifi. 
cers of every sort^ to establish some companies of 
'them, subject to the military laws ; for, without a 
coersive power, it is dii&cult in this part of the 
world to prevail on them to work. 

4thly. As I understand there. are prodigious 
flocks of sheep and cattle on the islands near the 
eastern shore, and as my authori^ does not extend 
to whatever concerns property, that you will order 
immediately all this stock to be transported to the 
continent; sy^d if this is impracticable, to kill them> 
as otherwise they may must indisputably fiiK in(o 
the hands of the enemy. 

5thly. As the eastern counties are from their 

great abundance of all the necessaries of iiic, so 

. teiP{^ng objects to the incursions of thp enemy, 

.and as I understand there will be no. difficulty in 

procuring good men, I would humbly prc^>ose ta 

the Convention, to augment Colonel Flemming's 

regiment to the same strength of numbers with 

. the other battalions. 

I must now, Sir, beg leaye to mention to the 
gentlemen of the Convention, a very important 
matter of consideration ; no less than the preserva* 
tion of the lives of your soldiers. The contipentat 
allowance to surgeons and surgeons' mates of the 
regiments is so miserably small, and at Ae same 
time, the common country practice of surgeQusis 
so very lucrative ia this province^ th^t it is not 
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possible to find men qualified for the station who 
will accept ; and as I cannot venture to propose, 
fo the Continental Congress, the increase of the pay 
of the surgeons of the whole army, merely be- 
cause this encrease is necessary in my division, I 
must submit it to the judgment of the Convention, 
whether such an addition, as to bring up the pay 
of these gentlemen to the original provincial ordi- 
nance, will not be money well and necessarily ex- 

pended. 

lam, Sir, with the greatest respect, 

Yours, 

CHARLES LEE. 
To 

Edmund Pondleton, Esq. 
President of the Convention. 



Wmamt^r^Jiareh £5(4, 1776. 
DSAB Sui« 

JL know not whether, in the whole course of 
my life, I ever read any thing which so much mo- 
ved my pity and indignation as the kte declara^ 
tion, profession of faith, or politics^ creed, (for 
I confess I am at a loss what tnle to give it,) of tlie 
Convention of Maryland. The instruction of 
your assembly to their delegates (which, internos 
was a most wretched piece of business) was Ro- 
man magnanimity comparatively with this snivel- 
ling production from Annapolis. Theydecfere, 
that they shall esteem separation from Great Bri« 
tain as die last of misfortunes. 

There is a story of a Morocco skve, in the reiga 
of Muley Ishmael, who pushed his loyalty so far, 
that when the monarc^h,^ in the gaite de cceufj bad 
plunged his dagger into his breast he drew it out 
and most loyally presented it again to his sacred 
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master, who as roy»Uy,by<asecoiKl stroke dispatch* 

ed him. This story is scarcely credible, but the 

possibility of the fact is now verified by the conduct 

of the House of Convention of Maryland. What! 

when an attempt has been, made to rob you and 

your posterity of your birth-rights ; when your 

fields. have been laid waste^ your towns have beeq 

burnt, and your citizens butchered j when your 

property is seized and confiscated in all parts of the 

world ; when an inexorable tyrant, an abandoned 

parliament, and a corrupt pusUanimous people, 

have formed an hellish league to robyouof every 

thing men hold most dear ; is it possible that there 

^ould be creatures who marcli on two legs, a»4 

Wh themselves human, who can be so defstitut^ 

of sentiment) courage, and feeling* as sobbii^gly tq 

protest, they shall consider separation from these 

butchers and' robbers as the last of. npiisfprtua^s ? 

Ob, I could brain you with your ladies fans ! 



Charkt^owttf June i^iht ills, 

ORDERS. 

As it now appears almost a certanty, (from the 
intelligence of some deserters,) that the enemy*s 
intention is to make an attack on the city ; and as 
the General is confident, that the ^ numbers and 
spirit of the garrison will prevent their landing, it 
' only remains to guard against the injury which 
the city may receive from their cannon,. 

The continental troops, provincials, and militia, 
are, therefore, most earnestly conjured to work 
with no less alacrity, than fight with courage. 
Courage alone will not suffice in war : true sol- 
diers and magnaninious citizens must brandish the 
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pick-^xe £md spade, as well as the sword, in di^ 
fence of their country ; one or two days labour, 
at this critical juncture, may not only save'many 
worthy families from ruin, but many worthy in- 
dividuals from loss of limbs and iik. On thi^ 
principle the General does not, simply in his 
capacity of commanding officer, order, but entree 
the whole garrison, (those on the necessary duties 
excepted,) to exert themselves in forwarcfing the 
requisite works of protection. 

The colonels or commanding officers of the 
corps are to review their men^s arms this evening 
at roll calling ; to take care they are in as good 
order as possible,' and that they are furnished with 
good flints. The officers commanding the differ- 
ent guards are to do the same with their respec- 
tive guards. 

For the future it must be observed, as an estab- 
lished rule, that no artillery officer fires a single 
cannon without previously acquainting the Ge- 
neral. 



Fori 6u//»van, Jtme Ulh, 1T76. 

General lee positively orders, that 'the 
screen behind the aperture of the traverse be 
immediately begun and finished with all possible 
expedition; that a breast- work of timber, six 
feet high, be raised on the rampart, so as to form 
a continuation of the traverse ; that a banquet be 
raised behind the traverse, so as to enable the 
musquetry to fire over. The present work round 
the near guard rooni to be considerably strength- 
ened : the parapet raised, and the ditcli deeper 
and wider ; a serene to be thrown up behind the 
entrance ; a facade of facines, or old timber, is ne- 
cessary to keep up the light sand of which the 
breast-work of this rear-guard is eomposed. 
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Xt is a certain truth, that the enemy entertain a 
most fortunate apprehension of American rifled 
men. It is equally certain, that nothing can dimi- 
nish this apprehension so infallibly as a frequent in- 
effectual fire* It is with some concern therefore, 
that I am informed, that your men have been suf- 
fered to fire at a most preposterous distance. Up- 
on this principle I must entreat, and insist that you 
consider it as a standing order, that not a man un- 
der your command is to fire at a greater distance 
than one hundred and fifty yards, at the utmost ; 
in short, that they never fire without almost a moral 
certainty of hitting their object. Distant firing 
has a double bad effect ; it encourages the ene- 
my, and adds to the pernicious persuasion of the 
American soldiers, viz. That they are no mat(fh 
for their antagonists at close fighting. To speak 
plainly, it is almost a sure method of making Uiem 
cowards. Once more I must request, that a stop 
be put to this childish, vicious, and scandalous 
practice. I extend the rule to those who have the 
care of the field pieces; four hundred yards is the 
greatest distance they should be allowed to fire at. 
A transgression of Uiis rule will be considered as 
tlie effect of flurry and want of courage. 

Those who are accused of transgressing, will be 

froceeded against, as acting from these principles, 
have, Sir, the greatest opinion of your good 
sense and spirit, and flatter myself, that you will 
not only issue orders of restriction on this head, 
but that you will be attentive that they are vigor- 
ously put in execution. 
J am. Sir, your most obedient humble servant, 

CHARLES LEE. 
To Col. Thpmpson. 
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P. 3. I am likewise informed^ that your men 
pass without order, or orders, to Long Island. 
Is this wise ? Is it soldier like ? Is it to shew tbe 
enemy where our weakness is? 



XUiarhHown, Jufy Srf,' 1776. 

Sib, 

Jl SHOULD have done iriyself the honor sooner 
of informing the Congress of the attack made by 
the enemy^'s squadron on Sullivan's Island, and 
their repulse ; but conjectured, that by waiting 
a day or two, I might probably be furnished with 
the means of sending a more minute, full, and 
satisfactory account. 'My conjecture was right ; 
for yesterday five seamen made their escape, one 
of whom is a more intelligent fellovv than is com- 
monly found amongst men of his level. Inclosed 
is a copy of their narrative ; some parts of it are, 
perhaps, lo6 whimsical and trivial to merit the at- 
tention of Congress, but I think it my 'duty to 
present it las it is, without adding or curtailing a 
circumstance. I thmk, sir, I may venture tocon- 
gratulate the Congress on the event :. not only 
the advantages must be considerable, but the at 
fair reflects no small credit on the American arms. 
On' Friday about eleven o'clock, the Commo- 
dore, with his whole squadron, consisting of two 
line of battle- ships and six frigates, the rates of 
which are marked in the inclosed narrative, an- 
chored at less than half musket shot froni the fort, 
'andconimencedone of the most furioua and in- 
• cessatit fires ' I ever saw or heard. It Wcis rnani^ 
festly their plan to land at the same time their whole 
regulars at the east end of the island, and of course, 
invest the fort by land and sea. -As the garrison 
was composed entirely of raw troops,, both men 
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iStid officers ; as I knew their ammunition was 
short ; and as the bridge by which we could rein- 
forccj or call ofF the troops from the island, was 
unfinished, you may easily conceive my anxiety. 
It was so great, that I was in suspence whether I 
should evacuate it or no* Fortunately, while I 
was in this state of suspence, some ammunition 
arrived from the town, and my aid de camp, Mr. 
Byrd, returning from the island with a flattering 
report of the garrison's spirit, I determined to sup- 
port it at all hazards. On this principle I thought it 
my duty to cross over to the island, to encourage 
the garrison by my presence ; but I might have 
saved myself that trouble ; for I found, on my ar- 
rival, they had no occasion for any sort of encou- 
ragement ; I found them determined and cool to 
the last degree : their behaviour would, in fact, 
have done honour to the oldest troops. I beg 
leave, sir, therefore, to recommend, in the strong- 
est terms, to the Congress, the commanding offi- 
cer, Colonel Moultrie, and his whole garrison, as 
brave soldiers and excellent citizens ; nor must I 
omit, at the same time, mentioning Colonel 
Thompson, who, with the South Carolina rangers 
and a detachment of the North Carolina regulars, 
repulsed the enemy in two several attempts to 
make a lodgment at the other extremity of the 
island. 

Our loss, considering the heat and duration of 
the fire, was inconsiderable : we had only ten men 
killed oil the spot and twenty-two wounded ; se- 
ven of whom lost their limbs, but with their limbs 
they did not lose their spirits ; for they enthusias- 
tically encouraged their comrades never to aban- 
don the standard of liberty and their country. 
This, I do assure you, sir, is not in the style of 
gasconading romance, Usual after every successful 

ud 
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action, but literally fact ; I, with pleasure, Inert- 
tion the circumstance, as it augurs well to the 
cause of freedom. At eleven the fire ceased, hav- 
ing continued just twelve hours without the l^a^t 
intermission. What the enemy's intentions are 
now, it is impossible to divine. I am inclined to 
think, they will, if they can repass the bar, bend 
their course to Chesapeak or Hampton Bay : per- 
haps shame and rage may prompt their land forces 
to some attempt before their departure : on my 
part, I shall spare no pains to discover their inten- 
tions, and baffle their schemes. 

As Georgia is a district of the command with 
which you have honoured me, I thought it pru- 
« dent to request some of their members to a con- 
ference with the president of this province, and my- 
self. They accepted the invitation, and gave us 
great satisfaction from their intelligence and good 
sense : inclosed is the substance of their delibera- 
tion. 

The province is certainly of the last importance 
to the common cause, and the mode of protecting 
it, pointed out by these gentlemen, is, in my opin- 
ion, in all its parts wise and necessary. They had 
conceived a notion that I had powers to augment 
their establishment ; I assured them I had no such 
powers ; but both Mr. Rutledge and myself gave 
it as our opinion, that any expences manifestly be- 
yond their faculties which they might incur in the 
common cause, would be repaid by the Congress ; 
and in this, persuasion we ventured to encourage 
them to augment their cavalry without loss of 
time, and niake the proposed present of cattle to 
the Indians. Indeed, sir, without a strong corps - 
of cavalry, I do not see how it is possible to pro- 
tect these Southern colonies, and with one thou- 
sand good cavalry, I think I could insure their pro- 
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teetion. From the want of this species of troops, 
Charles- town aixi its dependencies had certaihly 
been lost, if the enemy had acted with the vigor 
and expedition we had reason to expect { but a 
most unaccountable languor and inertness on 
their parts have saved us. If the scl^emc I pro- 
posed in Virginia had been approved and adop- 
ted, it would have been not only a security 
but considerable economy. The forage was 
to have been the only expence. Now I am upon 
the subject, I cannot lielp mentioning, that I have 
been informed that the project has been consi- 
dered by some gentlemen, as a sort of a pre- 
sumption in me, in arrogating such a power ; 
but I fancy the affair was not properly understood : 
I saw the immediate necessity of such a corps. I 
knew they could be raised immediately by these 
means, and at the same time I was given to un- 
derstand, by several gentlemen of the Virginia 
convention, that should the Continental Congress 
disapprove of the expence (trifling as it was) 
there was little doubt of their convention de- 
fraying it ; but, in fact. Sir, the measure seemed 
necessary for the salvation of the provinces, and 
not a day was to be lost ; which, I hope, will fully 
justify my conduct : and I must beg leave to re- 
peat my assertion, that without cavalry these pro- 
vinces cannot easily be defended* 

I wish some means could be devised of redu- 
cing East Florida to an American province. Had 
I force sufiicient, I should, with your permission, 
certainly attempt it; the advantages would be 
great and manifold. The augmentation of the 
Georgian cavalry, \ sincerely hope may be appro- 
ved of by the congress. Inclosed is the establish- 
ment and pay proposed for them ;^ think the terms 
not high. 
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I shall now. Sir, conclude with cxpressihg tlie 
high satisfaction I have received from the zeal, ac» 
tivity, and public spirit of the gentlemen and inha* 
bitants of this city and province, from the presi- 
dent and council, down to the lowest order of the 
people ; and with assuring you, that I have not, in 
my military capacity, met with the least obstruc- 
tion or difficulty ; but that we have all worked in 
concert and harmony for the common good. I 
most earnestly request you will pay my respects 
to the congress, and be persuaded, Sir, that I anni 
niost entirely and devotedly, 

Your most obedient servant, 

CHARLES LEE. 

To the 
Hon. John Hancock, Pres. 
of the Continental Congress. 

P. S. Lord Dunmore has, I believe, with him 
at present only one ship of war ; if any part of the 
continental fleet should happen to visit Hamptoa 
Bay at this juncture, it would defeat the whole 
scheme of the enemy's operations, at least for this 
campaign ; but it is impossible to say how long 
his Lordship may remain in this weak condition. 

Sib, 

JMlR. Rutledge will inform you by this exj^ess of 
the outrages committed by the Cherokees, which 
must be construed as the commencement of a W2h-, 
As it is now certain that a capital and favourite 
part of the plan laid down by our enemies, is to lay 
waste the provinces, burn the inhabitants, and 
mix men, women, and children in one common 
carnage, by the Viands of the Indians; and as this 
part of the plan, though a piece of inhumanity, is 



317 

certainly more big with mischievous consequen- 
ces than the rest, it appears to me absolutely neces- 
sary to crush the evil before it arises to any dange- 
rous height. Indeed if. we avail ourselves of the 
event, it may prove a fortunate one. Perhaps 
we ought, in policy, to have wished for it. We 
can now, with the greatest justice, strike a blow 
\Khich is necessary to intimidate the numerous 
tribes of Indians from falling into the measures of 
our enemies ; and as these Cherokees are not es- 
teemed the most formidable warriors, we can, pro- 
bably,' do it without much risque or loss. I think 
then, Sir, tliat without a moment's delay, a body 
of your frontier riflemen should be immediately 
furnished, and march into the country of the 
Overhill Cherokees, and make a severe, lasting, 
and salutary example of them. The Carolinians 
propose at the same time attacking their lower 
towns, and, with the co-operation of Virginia, en- 
tertain no doubt of success. 

Clinton's army and Parker's squadron are pret- 
ty much in the same situation as when I wrote last. 
They daily, indeed, make some alterations in the 
position of their land troops from one island to 
another; perhaps for new air or water, of which, 
the deserters say, they are in great want. They 
tell us likewise, that considerable sickness prevails 
in the army, and greater discontents from hard 
duty and bad diet. The spirit of desertion begins 
to shew itself, five soldiers came over these 
two last nights, who assure us, that were they not 
on an island, from which it is difficult to escape, 
two-thirds of their army would soon be with us : 
I am myself inclined to believe them* Upon the 
whole, when I consider the difficulties which the 
enemy's Generals have to encounter, the temper 
and disposition of their troops, and t$e improving 
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spirit of ours, I assure myself, that the game is in 
our hands. God give us more grace than to shuf- 
fle it away. 
I am Sir, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

CHARLES LEE. 
To the 
Hon. £dm. Pendleton, 

Pres. of the 
Convention of Virginia. 

Cliarks-town^ Jvdy X^h^ 1T76. 
Mir DEAR Friend, 

I HAVE received yours, of the 28th of May, 
and did not think it possible that any thing could 
come from your hand to give me so disagreeable 
sensations. You tell me a dark, mysterious story 
of a certain great General of whom prince Ferdi- 
nand has declared, si Von veut un officieTy Sec. this 
great General in the clouds, will, it seems, gracious- 
ly condescend to serve America, on condition that 
congress will give hun assurances of stepping 
over the heads of every officer but one, and this 
he submits to, only on consideration of the confi* 
dence due to an American. You ask my opinion 
on this subject ; but the palpable meaning of your 
letter is^ to prepare me for a cession of my rank 
in favour of some impudent adventurer. Buck- 
with is the man, as you conjecture, from his 
known political principles and military abilities^ 
which are so transcendent, that lought for the pub« 
tic interest to make a second sacrifice. I am not^ 
I believe, naturally proud ; I da not think myself 
conceited of ray talents ; but to be put in compe- 
tition,, much more to be spurned aside, to make 
room for so despicable a character as Buckwith^^a 
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I 

generally reputed coward, (and « b d syco- 
phant,) I say, to be kicked out of my station for 
such a creature as this, would swell a man more 
humble than myself into a trumpeter of his own 
merits. Gr^t God ! b it come to this? I am 
not^ it seems» an American ; but I am not, (if I 
may so express myself,) Americanior ipsis Ameri- 
eanis ? Have I not, such has been my zeal for 
your cause, once already waved my military claims 
in deference to the whim and partiality of some of 
your members ? Did I not consent to serve under 
an old church- warden, of whom you had concei- 
ved a most extravagant and ridiculous opinion ? 
Your eyes were at length opened, and deacon 
Ward returned to his proper occupation ; and 
would you now a second time, (do you think it 
consistent with decency, I may say, gratitude or 
common honesty) to load me a sec(Mid time with 
a similar disgrace ? Have I betrayed any igno* 
rance in my profession ? Have I shewn a deficien- 
cy in courage ? Am I slackened in my zeal or 
industry ? What have I done to merit such an 
indignity ? What part of my conduct can justify 
your harbouring such an idea ? Have not I staked 
my fortune, life, and reputation in your cause ? Is 
there a service in Europe to speak proudly, (your 
injurious proposal forces me to it,) is there a ser- 
vice in Europe, where with^some small reputation, 
and my powerful friends, I might not expect the 
same rank I now hold ? Have I not made myself 
a voluntary slave for the insurances of American 
freedom ? Have I, sleeping or waking, emplojned 
a single thought, but for her welfare, glory or 
advantage ? But enough of this — You ask my 
(^nion, and I will freely, explicitly, and concise- 
ly give it to you. If the Congress supercede me, 
I will, I mujstobey ; but, I hope, in common jus* 
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ticc, and for thf ir own honour, that they will re- 
establish me, at least in part, in the easy fortune 
which I have forfeited, so as to enable me to retire 
from a service to which I am no longer thought 
adequate. Before I conclude, let me once more 
repeat confidentially to you, that if Buckwith is 
the man, in whose favour you meditate so gross a 
piece of injustice, you will make a very bad bar- 
gain, as he is certainly, unless fame belies him, 
neither possessed of courage, abilities, or integri- 
In God's name, if a real genius, or acknowledg- 
ed hero, favoured by Heaven with a more than 
common portion of etherial spirit, should present 
himself, (a la Lippe^ or Bragansa^J receive him 
with open arms, as an immediate present from 
God ; invest him with the command of the whole* 
No man loves, respects, and reverences another 
more than I do General Washington. I esteem 
his virtues, private and public. I know him to 
be a man of sense, courage, and firmness, but ii 
a hero should start up, endowed with the attributes, 
which, according to my persuasion reside in the 
two I have mentioned, and who would charge 
himself with the mighty task of your political 
salvation. General Washington ought, and, I am 
convinced, would resign the truncheon ; but that 
a little, paltry, impudent adventurer should sneak- 
ingly stipulate for the second rank, when, if his 
motives were pure, he could be equally serviceable 
in the third, fourth, fifth, or sixth ; it is not to be 
endured, it is a gross imposition on common un- 
derstanding, and a grosser attempt to rob an indi- 
vidual. I must beg and ccmjure you, my dear 
friend, for such I am sure you are, to consider the 
delicate, perhaps, you w3I say, false notions in 
which soldiers are bred ; and that you will be 
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-careful of putting to so severe a trial the sensibi- 
lity of one, who is most sincerely, devotedly, and 
afltecionately, • 

Yours, 

CHARLES LEE. 
To * * * 

P, S* I ant extremely shocked with the pallid 
complexion of your public councils ; is it possi- 
ble that such a despicable group as the Maryland 
Convention, should lay an embargo on tlie great 
vessel of the commonwealth! Can you be so 
weak as to hunt for the chimaera, absolute unani- 
mity ! Why do you not advise the aggregate of 
the people to enfranchise themselves ? Your idea 
of quitting Canada from want of specie is to me 
inconceivable, when you can or ought to corn* 
mand plate sufiEicient to purchase ten Canadas. 

,Citor/€**totcn, JWy, 29^ 177^. 
Dear Sib, 

1 USED to regret not being thrown into the 
world, in the glorious third or fourth century of 
the Romans, but I am now thoroughly reconciled 
to my lot. The reveries which have frequently 
for a while served to tickle my imagination, (but 
which when awakened from my trance, as con-, 
stantly I considered as mere golden castles built 
in the air,) at length bid fair for being realized. 
We shall now, most probably, see a mighty empire 
established of freemen, whose honour, property, 
and military glories are not to be at the disposal 
of a sceptered tyrant ; nor their consciences to 
be fettered by a proud domineering hierarchy. 
Every faculty of the soul will be now put in mo- 
tion, no merit can lie latent ; the highest offices 
of the state, both civil and military, will now be 
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obtained, without court favour, or the i^scaUy 
talents of servility and observance, by which court 
favour cQuld alone be acquired. Sense, valour, 
and industry will conduct us to the goal : every 
spark of ability which every individual possesses, 
will now be' Wought forth and form the commoa 
aggregate for the advantage andhonourof the com- 
munity. The operations of war will be directed 
by men qualified for war, and carried on with that 
energy natural to a young people. True unartized 
knowledge, unsophisticated learning, simple, ge- 
nuine eloquence and poetry will be carried to the 
highest degree of perfection. This to many, I 
am sensible, would appear rant, but to you, who, 
I think, have congenial feelings with my own, 
it needs no apology. However, I shall now en- 
deavour to deliver myself more like a man of this 
world. 

I most sincerely congratulate you on the noble 
conduct of your countrymen ; and I congratulate 
your country on having citizens, deserving of the 
hi^h honour to which you are exalted ; for the 
bemg elected to tlie first magistracy of a free peo- 
ple is certainly the pinnacle of human glory ; and 
am persuaded that they could not have made a 
liappier choice. 

Will you excuse me ? but I am myself so ex- 
tremely democratical, that I think it a fault in your 
constitution that the governor should be eligible 
for three years successively. It appears to me 
that a government of three years may furnish an 
opportunity of acquiring a very dangerous influ- . 
ence ; but this is not the worst ; Tacitus says, 
plura peccantur, dutn demeremur^ quam dum offend 
dimus* A man who is fond of ofnce, And has his 
eye upon re-election will be courting favour and 
popularity, at the expence of his duty. He will 
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give way to the popular humours of the day, let 
them be ever so pernicious. In short, his ad- 
ministration will be relaxed in general, or partial ' 
to those whom he conceives to have the greatest in- 
terest : Whereas were all hopes of re-election pfe* 
duded, till after the intervention of a certain num- 
ber of years, he would endeavour to illustrate 
the year of his government by a strict, rigorous, 
and manly performance of his duty. These no- 
tions may perhaps be weak and foolish ; but such 
as they are, I am sure you will excuse my utter- 
ing them. 

There is a barbarism crept in among us that ex- 
tremely shocks me, I mean those tinsel epithets, 
with which (I come in for my share) we are so 
beplaistered : His Excellency^ and His Honour ; 
The Honourable President of \h^ Honourable Con- 
gress^ or the Honourable Convention. This ful- 
some nauseating cant may be well enough adapt- 
ed to ' barbarous monarchies ; or to gratify the 
adulterated pride of the magnijici in pompous aris- 
tocracies ; but in a great, free, manly, equal com- 
monwealth, it is quite abominable ; for my own 
part, I would as soon they would put rats-bane in 
my mouth, as the Excellency with which I am 
daily crammed. How much more true dignity was 
there in the simplicity of address amongst the Ro- 
mans ! Marcus Tullius Cicero, Decimo Bruto 
Imperatori, or Caio Marcello Consuli, than to his 
Excellency Major General Noodle, or to the Hon. 
John Doodle. My objections are perhaps trivial 
and whimsical ; but, for my soul 1 cannot help 
starting them. If, therefore, I should sometimes 
address a letter to you without the Excellency 
tacked, you must not esteem it a mark of personal 
or official disrespect, but the reverse. 

The discontent of the troops which you men- 
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tion as arising from the want of regular payment, 
might have been remedied by General Lewis ; 
his warrant is undoubtedly sufficient for the pay- 
master : however, I have written to that gentle* 
man on this subject, and am in hopes that. affairs 
for the future will be more satisfactorily conduct- 
ed. 

An old rice-boat which we converted the other 
day into a row-battery, has made a considerable 
prize ; no less than a brig with a whole company 
of the royal highland emigrants on board, consist- 
ingpf two officers and fifty men: althougli they saw 
that they were inevitably our prize, had the impu- 
dence to throw their arms overboard, for wluch 
they ought to have their ears cut off, as it was con- 
trary to all the rules of war. 

I send you inclosed the state of the enemy's 
navy ; I think there is jio doubt of their army 
having steered their course Northward ; on this 
presumption I shall direct my course towards 
Virginia, but first must assist to regulate the mi- 
litary affairs of this province, in the best manner 
I can ; though, in fact, thkt will be doing little ; 
the inconveniences of this complex play we are 
acting, of Duke and no Duke, are numberless and 
great The president is thought by some to be 
the real commander, I am thought so by others ; 
in short, there must be no troops but ccmtinentaL 
^he council is at present employed in settling a 
more regular post. We have received none these 
eighteen days.; for my own part, I conclude the 
mail has been intercepted and Cdacned on boaid the 
man of wan Seven txms and a half of powder 
were safely landed four days ago, at Georgetown. 

Adieu, dear Sir, and believe me to be 

Most entirely and sincerely yours, 

CHARLES LEE. 

His Excy. Pat. Henry^ Jun. Gov. of VirgiQia. 
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CharUi'Twcn, Aug^^^ittS. 
Sir, 

WISH I bad been infonned how I am to ad- 
dress myself in writing to. the Board of War ; 
whether to the board in general, to the first 
members on the list, or to the secretary. I have 
ventured on^the last mode ; if it is wrong, I hope 
I shall be excused and corrected. The irregulari- 
ty and tardiness of the post are now become a 
matter of my serious concern ; we never receive 
a letter from Philadelphia in less than six or seven 
weeks ; that from the members of the Board of 
War and Ordnance is only just now arrived, 
though dated the twelfth of June. I have been 
pressed, Mr, by several members of the Conven* 
tion of Virginia, to establish a post for this dis- 
trict ; but am apprehensive, that it might interfere 
with the continental post ; however the conse- 
quences ariiwng from the irregularity of the post 
are so very serious, that all other considerations 
must be waved: In the mean time I am con- 
strained to the necessity 6f putting the continent 
to theexpence of an express almost on every oc- 
casion. 

I am extremely rejoiced at the establishment of 
a Board of War ; for the business of Congress 
was so complex and heterogeneous, that it was ini-f 
possible they should give the necessary attentidij 
to the a&irs of any one distinct department; 
their regulations with respect to returns, &c. shall 
be punctually observed. I have ordered General 
Armstrong to collect the returns from the different 
corps, to digest them into one, and transmit then! 
Immediately to the Congress. 

I am myself busied in arranging matters for an 
expedition into East Florida. It is much to be 
lamented) that these Southern colonies suffered the 
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whole of last winter to pass over their heads with- 
out preparing the means either of offence or de- 
fence. Not a single row-galley or armed boat 
was furnished by Virginia, North, or South Caro- 
lina ; were we provided with a moderate fleet of 
these sort, of vessels, I think I could ensure the 
reduction of East Florida, an object, though not 
equal with Canada, is certainly of very great im- 
portance. Here the measures of tte Southern 
Indians are concerted and planned, their treaties 
negociated and concluded ; here they receive their 
bribes, for their murderous operations, and from 
hence th^ ^re supplied with ail the meansand in- 
struments of war ; from hence they have lately 
made some alarming incursions into Georgia, car- 
ried oif a considerable number of negroes, and 
not less than two thousand head of cattle : they 
have likewise thrown up a post on the river St. 
Mary's, which, if suffered to remain, may prove 
extremely troublesome to Georgia, by affording a 
ready asylum to negro deserters. 

From these considerations, although I cannot 
think of laying siege to Augustine, having neither 
boats, horses, waggons, nor any other means of 
conveying cannon, ammunition, or provision for 
the purpose, ,1 think it both a prudent and neces- 
sary measure, lb attempt breaking up the whole 
province of East Florida. It will be a security 
to Georgia, oQcasion infinite distire^ to the gaiti- 
son of St. Augju^ine, but above all, make a salu* 
tary impression on the minds of the Creeks, who 
now are. thought to stand wavering. They pro- 
fess a good disposition towards the American 
cause ; but if, by a strong predatory expedition 
into the province of the enfemy , we give an idea 
of our prowess and 3uperior strength, they wiU be 
ri vetted in our interest. If I was sure Mr. Clin- 

1 and his army had steered their course to New- 
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York, as the deserters all agree, and a letter which 
was left in Long Island confirms, (a copy of which 
is here enclosed,) I should, as I have nothing im- 
mediately else to do in my district, march in per- 
son with this party ; but the bare possibility of 
his being gone to Virginia will detain me. Eve- 
ry ship of the enemy has now repassed the bar. 
It appears by this same inclosed letter that they 
were more roughly handled than even the desert- 
ers represented. 

The Congress I make no doubt have been in- 
formed of the incursions made, and the ravages 
committed by the upper and lower Cherokees ; an 
expedition I understand is furnished forth by Vir- 
. ginia, against the upper nations ; another by this 
province against the lower ; the success or tnis- 
carriage is of the last consequence; I am there- 
fore desirous of forming a second line, or corps de 
reserve^ and detaching for this purpose, a regiment 
of regulars, but have not as yet been able to pro- 
cure waggons sufficient for two companies. It 
will be necessary that Congress should make^ome 
regular establishment for waggons. I should 
think one waggon at least, if not two, should be 
purchased and appointed to each company of the 
whole army, and regiments made responsible for 
theirs respectively. We should then be able to 
march when occasion requires expedition ; at pre- 
sent it is sometimes as much impossible to march 
an hundred miles, although the fate of a province 
depended upon it, as if the soldiers wanted legs. 

I hope the Congress and Board of War will ex- 
cuse my giving an opinion on a subject on which 
it has not been asked ; but I conceive it to be 
my duty not to remain silent on any afiairs'ljf 
such moment. I find^ sir, that representations 
have been niade, that many inconveniences 
would arise from putting the troops of this pro- 
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vjnc5e on the continental establishment.- I can 
assure the Congress, that it is almost impossible to 
carry on the service, if they remain on the colo- 
nial establishment; the difference of the laws, 
the distinction of rank, occasion so much confu- 
sion ; and the ridiculous farce of 6uke and no 
Duke, we are playing, (the pflScers not always 
comprehending who is their proper commander^ 
whether the president, or continental general,) 
occasions very dangerous dbtractions ; but there 
are other matters of more serious consideration, 
of which I shall not trouble you with a det^l ; 
nor do I find that the officers of this province ob- 
ject to a continental establishment, on the contra- 
ry, all those I have conversed with seem desirous 
of it. Upon the whole, I think it absolutely es- 
sential to the public service, that these regiments 
should immediately be put on the same footings 
and be governed by the same laws, with the rest ; 
nor am I singular in opinion : the two brigadiers, 
all the officers of every rank, and the greater 
part of the gentlemen of the country concur with 
me. 

Colonel Muhlenburg of the eighth battalion of 
Virginians has been made very uneasy by some 
letters he has lately received with respect to the 
rank of his regiment. These letters intimate, 
that it was never the intention of the Congress to 
consider the seventh, eighth, and ninth, battalions 
of the Virginians on the oontinental establishment 
until they were entirely complete. That his re- 
giment never was entirely complete; and that, con- 
sejq[uently, after having so loii^ thought himself 
an the continental establishment ; and on this pre* 
sun^ion having marched five hundred miles from 
Ws own province, under the command of a conti- 
twental general, he now, at least, finds himself on- 
^ - provincial officer. 
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I have ventured to assure him and his officers, 
"who are equally uneasy, that there must be some 
mistake in this affair ; in fact, the hardship would 
be so great, that I cannot believe their apprehen- 
sions are well founded. It was, if I remember 
right, notified in April, •by the Committee of 
Safety in Virginia, that they were then taken upon 
the continent^ establishment ; and though in this, 
I nr^y be mistaken, without the proviso of their . 
being complete* 

It happened at this time, though not complete to 
a man, (for no regiment ever is complete to a man,) 
that Muhlenburg's regiment was not only the most 
complete of the province, but, I believe of the whole 
contment ; it was not only the most complete in 
numbers, but the best armed, clothed and equip- 
ped in all respects for immediate service ; I must 
repeat, that I cannot conceive that it was ever the 
intention of Congress that the establishment 
should be filled to a man ; but that they should 
be competent to service m or out of their pro- 
vince. In most services when new levies are 
raised, one half of the proposed complement en- 
titles them to establishment. Muhlenburg's re- 
giment wanted only forty at most. It was the 
strength and good condition of the regiment, that 
induced me to order it out of its own province, 
in preference to any other. I certainly consider- 
ed them at that time as' continental troops, other- 
wise I could have no authority to order them out 
of the province. 

I must now submit it to the consideraticiQ of 
the Congress, if it would not really be the great- 
est cruelty, that their strength and good condi- 
tion should be turned against them- It was their 
jstrength and good condition which carried them 
out of their province, where, had they remained 

le 2 
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and known that it was a necessary condition of 
their ^tablishment to be complete to a man, 
they, certainly could have accomplished it in three 
days. I do, therefore, most sincerely hope, and 
confidently persuade myself, that Muhlenburg^s 
regiment wul at least date . their rank from the 
day I ordered them to march out of their pro* 
vince ; not only justice, but policy requires it, 
for you will otlier wise lose a most excellent regi- 
ment. 

I often represented to congress how difficult or 
impossible it would be to engage or retain, after 
they were engaged, any engineers of tcJerable qua- 
lification on the wretched pay established^ The 
two appointed to my district have (as I expected) 
quitted the service; it was indeed impossiUe fbr 
Uiem to e^ist. Stadler, I hear, has entered iuto 
the service of Virginia. Massenborg is retained 
by this province, at fifty ^four doUari^ per month, a 
servant, rations, and his travelling exposes. He 
formerly begged his dimission from me,, assuring 
me, (and, I believe, sincerely,) he was 2:eatous ia. 
the cause of America ; that he would, willingly » if 
I chose it, enlist as a common soldier ; buttlhatto 
ride about tlie contii^nt from north to- south, find 
horses, and appear like a gendeman was impossi- 
ble. . I could not in conscience force him to starv^» 
so consented to his engaging in this s^vice» I 
am now without a single engineer^ and really know 
not how to carry on the business. I hope the 
Board will consider the necessity of supplying me. 

I shall now, Sir, conqlude^ with assuring tbem, 
tliat I am, with the greatest respect, their most • 
obedient humble servant, 

CHABLES LEE. 

ILichard Peters, esq. Secretary 
to tiie Board of War and 
Ordaance. • 
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Saminah, in Georgia, SSd August, 1776. 
Sir, 

OUR letter, with the thanks of the Conti- 
nental Congress, reached me at Purisburg. The 
approbation of the freely chosen delegates of a 
free and uncornipt people, is certainly the highest 
honour that can be conferred on mortal man. I 
shall consider it as a fresh stimulus to excite my 
zeal s»id ardour in the glcnrious cause in which I 
am engaged. May the God of righteousness 
prosper your arms in every part of the empire, in 
proportion to the justice with which they were ta- 
ken up ! Once more, let me express the high sa- 
tisfaction and happiness I feel in this hcmourable 
testimony ; and once more, let me ^sure the Unir 
ted Statea of America, that they.cannot meet wittt 
aservant (whatever may be my;abiUties} animated> 
with a greater degree of ardour and enthusiasm, 
for their safety, prosperity, and glory. The pres» 
ent state of tms province, itsstr^igth and weakit. 
ness, I shall transmit to tl^ Board of War,accof. 
£ng to the du^ctions I have received ; and let 
me entreat you to be persuaded that 

I am, sir, with the greatest respect^ 
Your most obedient and 

Very humUe servant, 

CHARLES LEE. 
His Excellency John Hancock. 

Any irregularity of r^urns of the forces under 
my command, wiltnot, I hope, be imputed to me i 
the extensive business of superintending the safe- 
ty of so vast a territory, as that which the Congress 
nave committed to my charge, renders it impossi- 
ble for me to attend to the detail of the regiments, 
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or, m any reasonable time, to collect and digest the 
various returns ; but I have given orders to the 
brigadiers to be as. accurate as possible on this 
subject in their respective districts, and have no 
leason from my knowledge of the men, to think 
they will be deficient. As a thorough knowledge 
of the present condition of this colc^y,' of its 
strength and weakness, is certainly a matter of 
very serious consideration, I shall lay before the 
Board the best and most accurate information I am 
able« 

Geoi^ia is a state of much greater importance 
to the empire of America than generally supposed, 
at least, than what I myself imagined before I vi- 
sited it. The variety of navigable rivers, commo- 
dious harbours, apd fine inlets : the prodigious 
quantities of rice, and immense stocks of cattle., 
both on the islands, and on the main i but, above 
all, the gentleness and salubrity of the winter sea- 
sons, with the conveniency of its situation for 
commerce with the West Indialslands would ren- 
der it a most valuable possession to the enemy ; 
the Altamaha, a very noble river, already fumi^-. 
es a considerable quantity, and may, in time, fur- 
nish any quantity of lumber ; the garrison of St. 
Augustine, and, indeed, the whole province of 
East Florida, draw their subsistence ifrom Geor- 
gia^; and, if all intercourse were with her cut off, 
that nest of robbers and pirates would probably 
fill! to the ground, and, of course, the empire of 
the United States become more round and entire. 
These circumstances supamed up to^eth€r,>must 
evince the importance of keeping Georgia or any 
part of it out of the hands of the enemy ; the. 
means of doing it, demands the utmost attention. 
I have turned my thoughts to the sul^j; and 
shaU beg leave to submit the result to the pdnsidU 
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eration of the Congress. The present state of the 
strength of this colony, consists of Colonel Mcin- 
tosh's battalion, a return of which, is here enclo- 
sed, a company of independent artillery, consist-* 
ing of three officers and twenty-three privates, 
with about twenty-five hundred militia of all sort$; 
but in a very great part of these, (as I learn from 
the authority of their own captains,) very litde 
confidence can be placed, their principles being 
extremely contammated by a most pernicious 
banditti of enemies to the common liberty. M'ln- 
tosh's battalion is really a very fine one, (one of 
the best I think on the continent,) but as, perhaps, 
it might appear a harsh task, to insist on this bat- 
talion's acting with the necessary rigour against 
some of their nearest connections and relations, 
accused of being concerned in treasonable practi- 
ces ; it is my intention to remove them either into 
S6uth or North Carolina, where they can t)e more 
serviceable, and have an opportunity of com- 
pleting themselves, which, in this state, from 
the dearth of men is impossible, and replace ttem 
with an equal or greater number from South Ca- 
rolina. 

Such is the present condition of the strength 
of Georgia, very far from being adequate to its de- 
fence. My scheme for its security is, as row gal- 
lics, and armed boats are so well calculated for 
what is called the inland navigation, give them an 
infinite advantage over vessels merely sailing, 
which in these straight confined waters have no 
room^.for manoeuvring ; they will secure the riv- 
ers against the predatory incursions of the enengr^* 
prevent the desertion of negroes, sweep thse cd^s^^ 
clear- of tenders : but, above all, facilitate the 
means of the different states mutually assisting 
each other with troops, cannon, provision, arid 
other requisites, which i^s now effected with diffi- 
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culties, slowness, and monstrous expence. Three 
gallics are already on the stocks in this poit, and 
we have armed and equipped several boats with 
swivels, and one gun on the bow of each. The 
least of them capable of containing thirty men, 
and rowed with fourteen oars ; sailors, of whom 
we find so great a scarcity, are not necessary for 
this^ species of vessels, the soldiers are competent 
to the business ; besides the equipment of these 
gallies and boats, I proposed establishing little 
forts or redoubts, in certain situations, on the 
river St. Mary's, Sat ilia, Sapello, and Altama- 
ha, which may enable us to make incursions 
from time to time, when circumstances require it, 
into East Florida, and render it dangerous for 
them to make attempts of a similar nature into 
Georgia. These redoubts, or little forts, will likc- 
wbe serve as places of rendezvous, refreshment, 
and retreat for bodies of horse rangers which ought 
continually to be patroling on the frontier. Such 
are the best methods, after having consulted the 
most intelligent people, which, in ray opinion, caii 
be devised foi' the defence and security of this 
State, unless, indeed, we could prevail on the pro- 
vince, to contract their frontier, by breaking up 
all their settlements on the other side of the Alta- 
maha, which to me, I confess, appears a wiser and 
more economical measure ; but this I am' afraid, 
is not to be accomplished. 

I must now beg leave to lay before the Board, 
a matter of the highest concern, and which cer- 
tainly demands the most serious attention of Oon- 

Sess, as, unless remedied, it may not only distress 
e circnaistances of the public, but bring a dis- 
grace on the American character; I mean the un- 
conspionaUe advantages which individuals, mcr- 
chants, mechanics, farmers, and planters arc suf- 
^-^red to take of the public necessities. If boats. 
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rie^even little refreshments, such as fruit or gar- 
den stuff, are wanting for the soldiers, no price be* 
ing regulated, the extortion is monstrous : the ex- 
pences of the war n>ust not only be prodigiously 
swelled by this want of regulation, but the offiw 
cers and soldiers are disgusted to the service by 
the toleration of such impositions ; for instance, 
the Virginians and North Carolinians are so much 
>out of temper with Charles- town on this head, that 
should it be again attacked, and the assistance of 
these troops be again requisite, lam afraid we shall 
find a dangerous repugnance in them to march, 
when ordered. I most devoutly wish, therefore, 
that the congress will make it an object to remedy 
this evil. Might they not recommend or enjoin 
to the legislatMres of the different states, to appoint 
a committee of assessors, from their respective 
bodies to fix> the prices of the different articles in 
their provinces ? Whether this method is or is not 
proper, I cannot pretend to say ; but something, I 
must repeat should be done. 

The waste, difficulty, and expence arising from 
a want of method in provisioning the troops, 
when assembled in any particular spot, upon an 
et^ergency, are so great, that magazmes ought to 
be established in every province, more particu- 
larly in those, which have the greatest probabili- 
ty of being attacked : by these means, the troops 
will not only be better fed, but be an immense 
saving to the continent ; for the contractors, not 
being pressed for time, can at their leisure, pur- 
chase every species of necessaries in these parts, 
where they are best and cheapest ; but, when a 
great and sudden demand is made, either for cat- 
tie, corn, spirits, &c. they are under a necessity of 
taking that which is next at hand, and giving the 
sellers their own price. On this consideration j in 
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concurrence with the president and cpunctl of 
South Carolina, I have thought it expedient to es- 
tablish some magazines in South Carolina, of potk^ 
beef, com, &c. besides straw and whiskey, which^ 
in these low damp countries, are absolutely neces- 
sary ; atairevents, this establishmfent can be no loss 
to the continent, as the beef and pork, at les^ 
can always, with advantage, be exported ta the 
West Indies. Were I at a less distance from the 
Congress, I should not take the liberty of laying 
out a single dollar without having obtained their 
approbatipn ; but, at this distance, I must assume 
such a power, or let the public afiairs go to wreck, 
and of course, prove myself totally unworthy of 
the great trust the Congress have reposed In me. 
I am, Gentlemen, 

With die greatest respect. 

Your most obedient, and 
Very humble servant, 

CHARLES LEE. 
Tlie Board of 
War and Ordnance. 

^vmnah, Aug, SOft, ltT6. 
Sir, 

It will be necessary in addressing a letter of 
this nature, so abrupuy to your excellency, that 
I should inform you who the writer is. I have 
served as lieutenant-colonel in the English service, 
colonel in the Portuguese, afterwards as aid du 
camp to his Polish majesty, with the rank of ma- 
jor general. Having purchased a small estate in 
America, I had determined to retire, for the re- 
mainder of my days, to a peaceful asylum : when 
the tyranny of the ministry, and court of Great 
Britain, forced this continent to arms, for the 
preservation of their liberties, I was called^ by the 
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voice of the people, to the rank of second in com- 
mand. I make no doubt of this letter's being 
kindly received by your Excellency, both in the 
character of a good Frenchman, and friend to 
humanity. The present conjuncture of affairs 
renders the interest of France and of this conti- 
nent one and the same thing ; every observation 
drawn from history must evmce, that it was the 
exclusive commerce of these colonies, which en- 
abled Great Britain to cope with France, gave to 
her a decided superiority in marine, and, of 
course, enabled her in the frequent wars betwixt 
the two nations to reduce her rival to the last 
extremity. This was the case, so peculiarly in.the 
last war, that had the British ministry persevered, 
Heaven knows what would have been the fate of 
France. It follows, that if France can obtain the 
monopcJy, or the greater part of this commerce, 
her opulence, strength, and prosperity, must grow 
to a prodigious height ; and nothing can be more 
certain, than that if America is enabled to preserve 
the independence she has now declared, the great- 
er part of this commerce, if not the monopoly, 
must fall to the share of France. 

The imaginary plans of conquest of Lewis the 
Fourteenth, had they been realized, would not 
have established the po^yer of that monarchy, on 
so solid and permanent a basis, as the simple as- 
sistance, or rather friendly intercourse with this 
continent, will inevitably give. Without injustice, 
or the colour of injustice, but, on the contrary, 
only assuming the patronage of the rights of man- 
kind, France has. now in her power to become 
not only the greatest, but the most truly glorious 
monarchy which has appeared on the stage of the 
world. In the first place, her possessions in the 
islands will be secured against all possil^ility ofatr 

rf 
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tack ; the royal revenues immensely increased^ 
her people eased of their prbsent fatirdens, an 
eternal incitement be presented to their industry, 
and the means of increase by the facility of pro* 
viding sustenance for their families iftultiplicd. In 
short, there is no saying what degree of eminence, 
happiness, and glory, she may derive from thein- 
dependence of this continent. Some vS'sioriaiy 
writers have indeed asserted, that could this coun* 
try once shake off her European trammels, it 
would soon become more formidable albnfe, frdiint 
the virtue and energy, natural to a young people, 
than Great Britain with her colpnies united iii a 
state of dependency. But the nien who Ifeve 
built such hypotheses n^ust be utter strangers to 
the manners, genius, disposition, turn of mind, 
and circumstances of the continent. Their dis- 
position, is manifestly to agriculture, and the sim- 
ple life of shepherds. As long as vast tracts of 
land remain unoccupied, to which they , can send 
colonies (if I may so express it) of their offspring, 
they will never entertain a thought of marine or 
manufactures. Their ideas are solely confined 
to labour- and. to planting, for those' nations, .who 
can, on the cheapest terh>s, furnish them with the 
necessary utensils for labouring and planting, and 
clothes for their families ; and tifl the whole vast 
extent of continent i^ fully stocked with people, 
they will never enteftain another idea. This can- 
not be effected for ages ; and what then inay hap- 
pen, it is out of the line of politicians to lay any 
stress upon : most probably, they will be employ- 
ed in wars amongst themselves, before they aim 
at foreign conquests. In short, the apprehension 
is too remote to rouse the jealousy of any reason- 
able citi5:en of a foreign state. On the other hand, 
it is worthy your Excellency's attention, to consi- 
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dcr what will be the consequences, should Great 
Britain supceed in the present contest. America, 
i^ is tjrue, will be wretched and enslaved; but a 
numberof slaves may compose a formidable army 
and fleet. The proximity of situation, with so 
great ^ force,, entirely at the disposal of Great Bri- 
tain, will put it in her power to take possession of 
your islands on the first rupture. Without pre-* 
ten4ing to the spirit of prophesy,, such, I can as- 
^sen, will be the event of the next war ; upon the 
.whole, I must repeat, that it ii for the interest, as 
^ell as glory of France, to furnish us with every 
means of supporting our liberties, to effect which, 
we only demand a constant systetpatic supply of 
the necessaries of Mtar. We do hot require any aid 
of men, we Have nupibers, and, I believe, courage 
SkUiEcient to carry bs . triumphantly through the 
atrug^. We require small arms, powder, field- 
]^ces, woollen and linen to clothe our troops ; 
also drugs, particularly bark : in return for whflch, 
every necessary provision for your islands may be 
expected, as rice, com, lumber, &c. If, indeed, 
you could spare us a few able engineers, arid artil- 
lery officcrsy;they may depend upon an honourable 
reception and comfortable establi^ment% The 
Seur de la Plain, one of your courasQ^men, now 
engaged in the cause of the United StateivO^ Arae- 
rica will have the honour of delivering thif /^letter 
to your Excellency. Ihave no doubt of hisJming 
received with that politeness, and kindness, tp :bfc 
expected from a gentleman of your rank and cha- 
racter. 

I am, with the highest respect^ your Excellen- 
cy's most obedient servant^ 

CHARLES LEE, 
His Excellency, 
The Governor at Cape Fran^ois^ 
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CHARACTER OF GENERAL HOWE. 

Cmp ai VaUt^Forgt^JuM m, ITTB* 

. My DtA^E Rum, 

JL HOUGH I had no occasion for fresh asaoran- 
ces of your friendship^ I cannot help being much 
pleased with the warmth which your letter, deliver- 
ed to me by Mr. Hall, breathes ; and, I hope, it is 
unnecessary to assure you, that my sentiments, 
with respect to you, are correspondent. 

You will think it odd, that I should seem to be an 
apologist for General Howe : I know not how it hap- 
pens, but when I have taken prejudices in favour, 
or against a man, I find it a difEculty in shaking 
them offl From my first acquaintance with Mr. 
Howe, I liked him : I thought him friendly, can- 
did, good natured, brave, and rather sensible than 
the reverse. I believe stiU, that l^e is naturally 
so ; but a corrupt, or, more properly, no educa- 
tion, the fashion of the tinies, and the reigning 
idolatry amongst the English, (particularly the 
soldiery ;) for every sceptered calf ^ -wolf ^ Aogf, or 
ass have so* totally perverted his understanding 
and heart, that private fiiendship has not force suf- 
ficient to keep a door open for the admittance of 
mercy towards political heretics. He was, besid* s, 
persuaded that I was doubly criminal, both as a 
traitor and deserter. In short, so tot^ly was x^i- 
encbriated with this idea, that I am convinced he 
would have thought himself both politically and 
morally damned had he acted any other part th(^ ; i 
what 1^ did. He is, besides, the most indolent < t 
mortals : never took farther pains to examine the 
merits or demerits of the cause in which he w^;s 
engaged, than merely to recollect, that Great Bri 
tain was said to be the mother .country, Georg - 
the Third King of Great Britain, that the parlia* 
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ineot was called the representatives of Great Bri,. 
tajb, that the King and Parliament formed the su- 
preme power J that a supreme power is absolute 
2U)d uncontrollable, that all resistance must, con- 
sequently, be rebellion ; but, above all, that he was 
a. soldier, and bound to obey in all cases whatever. 
\ These are Tils notions, and this his logic ; but 
through these absurdities I could distinguish, 
when he was left to himself, rays of friendship and 
good nature breaking out. It is true he was sel- 
dom left to himself; for never poor mortal, thrust 
into high station, was surrounded by such fools 
and scoundrels. M^Kensy, Balfour, Galloway, 
were his counsellors : they urged him to all his 
acts of harshness ; they were his scribes ; all the 
damned stuff which was issued to the astonished 
world was theirs. I believe he scarcely ever read 
the letters he signed. You will scarcely believe 
it,.but I can assure you as a fact, that he never read 
the curious proclamation, issued at the head pf 
Elk, till three days after it was published. You 
will say, that I am drawing my friend Howe in 
more ridiculous colours than he has yet been re- 
presented in ; but this is his real character. He is 
naturally good humoured, complaisant, but iUite* 
rate and indolent to the last degree, unless as an 
executive soldier, in which capacity he is all fire 
and activity, brave and cool as Julius Caesar^-^ His 
understanding is, as I observed before, rathei* ^^^ - 
than otherwise ; but was totally confounded au 
stupified by the immensity of the task iniposed 
upon hini. He shut his eyes, fought his battles, 
drank his bottle, had his little wbore, advised with 
Ills CQWisellors, received his orders from North 
aid Germain, (one more absurd than the other^) 
took Galloway's opinion, shut His eyes, fought 
again, and is now I suppose, to be called to ac- 
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count fox* acting according to instructions ; but, I 
believe, his eyes are now opened; he sees he has 
been an instalment of wickedness and folly : in- 
deed, when I observed it to him, he not only took 
patiently the observation, but indirectly assented 
to the truth of it. He made, at the same tif^e, 
as far as his matwais honte would permit, an apo* 
logy for his treatment of me. 

Thus far with regard to Mr. Howe. You are 
struck with the great events, changes, and new 
characters which have appeared on the stage since 
I saw you last ; but I am more struck with the ad- 
mirable efficacy of blunders. It seemed to be a 
trial of skill which party should out-do the other ; 
and it is hard to say which played the deepest 
strokes ; but it was a capital one of ours, which 
certainly gave the happy turn which affairs have 
taken. Upon my soul it was time for fortune to 
interpose, or we were inevitably lost ; but this we 
will talk over another time* 1 su[^ose we shall 
see one another at Philacklphia, very soon, in at- 
tendance. God bless you t 

Yours affectionately, 

CHARLES LEE. 



When it is considered I hold a high rank in 
the service of one of the most respectable princes 
of Europe ; that I have been honoured with the 
trust of the secdnd command in your army; that 
I have hitherto served^ with some reputation, as a 
soldier ; that I now stand charged, and have been 
actually tried for some of the most temoii$. mili- 
tary crimes ; and, to the astonishment,, not oi*f 
of myself, but I can venture to say, of every maft 
in the army who was present at tras courts and dt 
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every man but of the army who has read the pro.' 
ceedings, found guilty of these crimes : when, at 
the same time, I am myself inflexibly persuaded, 
that I am not only guildess, but that the success of 
the 28th of June ought principally, in justice, to 
be ascribed to me ; 1 say, sir, when these circum- 
stances are considered, it must be allowed that my 
present situation is extremely aukward; that a man 
of my military rank, lingering in suspence, whilst 
his fame and fortune are sub jndice^ is rather a dis- 
graceful spectacle ; that it is natural for him to wish, 
and reasonable for him to request, that Congress 
will no longer delay the final decision of my fate. 
An additional motive for my requesting it is, that I 
find Congress is every day growing thmner ; and, 
I confess, that I could most ardently wish, that 
the Congress was not only as complete as possible 
in numbers, but that if it was agreeable to the 
rules of the House,* that the people at large might 
be admitted to form an audience when the discus- 
sion is entered into, of the justice or iniquity, wis- 
, dom or absurdity, of the sentence which has been 
passed upon me. I do now. Sir, therefore, most 
humbly, but, earnestly, entreat, that a day may be 
immediately fixed for the final determination of 
this affair. 

I am, Sir, with the greatest respect, 

Yotir most obedient servant, 

CHARLES LEE. 
His Excellency 
Henry Laurensi Pres/ 

PhiUMpMa, Bee. 202^ 1771, 

When an officer of the respectable rank I bw 
is grossly traduced and calumniated, it U incwm* 
bent on him to xlear up the aifiair to the worlds 
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\ntb ds little delay as possible. The spirit x)f 4<e- 
fiaimatioo and calumny (I ?in y)rry to ^ay ii) is 
growa to a prodi^us and ir\tclerable height on 
this continent* If you had accused me of a design 
to procrastinfite the war» or of holding ;i treasoa* 
able correspondence with the, enemy , I could have 
borne it : this I am used to ; ^nd tbib h^fiypened to 
the great Fabius Maximum, if you hud accused 
pie of getting drunk as often as 1 could gel liquor,^ 
as two Alexanders the Great iiave been charged 
with .this vice, I should, perhaps, have sat patient 
under the imputation ; pr^ even if you had given 
the plainest hmts, that I had stolen the soldiera^ 
shirts, diis I could have put up with, as the great 
Duke of Marlborough would have been an exam* 
pie ; or if you had contented yourself with asser* 
ting, that I was so abominable a sloven a^ never 
to part with. my shirt, until my shirt parted with 
mq, the ^ecdotes of my illustrious hi^me-sake of 
Sweden* would have administered some comfort 
tQ me. But the calumny you have, in the fertility 
of your malicious wit, chosen to invent, is of so 
new, so unprecedented, and so hellish a kind, as 
wpuld make Job himself swear like a Virginia 
Colonel. 

Is it possible that the celebrated Miss F».....s,'t 
a lady who has had every human and divine ad- 
vantage, who has read, (or, at least, might have 
vead,) in tlie oj^iginals, the New and Old Testa- 
9ients ; (though I am afraid she too seldom looks 
even into the translations:) I say, is it possible 

that Miss F ..s, with every human and divine 

advantage, who might, and ought to have read 
these two good books, which (an old Wesfa nurse» 
whose uncle .was reckoned the best preacher in 
Meribnethshire, assured me) enjoins charity, aHidl 
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denounces vengeance against slainderand evil speak- 
ing; is it possible, I again repeat it, that Miss 

F..< s, should, in the face of the day, carry her 

malignity so far, in the presence of three most re- 
spectable personages ; (one of the oldest religion 
in the world, one of the newest ; for he is a new- 
light man ; and the other, most probably, of no 
religion at all, as he is an English sailor ; but I 
demand it again and again, is it possible, that Miss 
F........S should assert it, in the presence of these 

respectable personages, ** That I wore green 
breeches patched with leather ?*' To convict you, 
therefore, of the falsehood of this most diabolical 
slander ; to put you to eternal silence, (if you are 
not past all grace,) and to cover you with a much 
larger patch of infamy than you have wantonly 
endeavoured to fix on my breeches, I have 
thought proper, by the advice of three very grave 
friends, (lawyers and members of Congress, of 
course excellent judges in delicate points of ho- 
nour,) to send you the said breeches, and, with 
the consciousness of truth on my side, to submit 
them to the most severe inspection and scrutiny of 
you and all those who may have entered into this 
wicked cabal against my honour and reputation. 
I say, I dare you, and your whole junto, to your 
worst : turn them, examine them, inside and out- 
side/and if you find them to be green breeches 
patched with leather, and not actually legitimate 
sherry vallies^^ such as his Majesty of Poland 
wears, (who, let me tell you, is a man that has 
made more fQshions than all your knights of the 
Meschianzaf put to^ther^ notwithstanding their 

* A kind of long* breezes reactiin^ .to the ancle, With a broa4 
f tripe of leather on the inside of the thighs for the conveniency of 
riding'. 

t An «itertaininent giTen by General Howe just before the eva- 
cuation of Philadelphia, at which were inti#luced Tilts and Tour- 
naments infarour of the ladies* of whom Mistf*....,.. was one> 
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beautiqs;) I repeat it, (thoijigh I am almost out of 
breath with repetitions and parentheses,) that if 
these are proved to be patched green breeches^ and 
not real legitinaate sherry vallies, (which a man of 
the first ban ton might be proud of,) I wlU submit 
in silence to all the scurrility which, I have no 
doubt, you and your abettors are prepared to poiir 
out agamst me, in the public papers^ on this rm« 
Dortant and interesting occasion. But, Madam ! 
Madam! reputation (as ** Common Sense,** very 
sensibly, though not very uncommonly observes,) 
is a serious thing. You have already injured me 
in the tenderest part, and I demand satisfaction ; 
and as you cannot be ignorant of tlie laws of duel- 
ling, having conversed wijh so many Irish officers, 
whose favourite topic it is, particularly in the 
compapy of ladies^ I insist on the privilege of the 
injured psirty, which is, to name his^ hour and 
IKe^pons ; and as I ii^nd it to be a very serious 
affair^ will not admit of aiw seconds ; and you 

?nay depend upon it, Miss F ^, that whatev. 

er may be your spirit on the occasion, the world 
jdiall never accuse General L - - with having turned 
his back upon you* In the mean time, 

J am. Yours, 

Miss F s, Philadelphia. 

P. S. I have comniunicated the affair only to 
my confidential friend --•-.-, who has men» 
tioned it to no more than seven members of Con- 
gress and nineteen wonien, six of whom are old 
maids; so that there b no danger of, its taking 
wind on my side : and, I hope, you will be equal- 
ly guarded on your part. 
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' y Fhihddi^, jdn. tiih, irr^j 

Maoam:» 

N^GTHING hlfe happened to me of Isrte, diat 
has given mfe more cohcem than the s^i'ious light 
in which I am told you arc persuaded to coftsidjer 
die harmless jocular letter 1 M^tote to you j t Say, 
persuaded to consider ; for, on the first receipt of 
it, when you were directed alone by your own ex- 
cellent understanding, you conceived it as it was 
meant, an innocent Jeu d^ esprit. 

I do tlot mean to compument, when I assure 
you, upon niy honour, that* it was the good opi- 
nion I hiad of* your understanding which encoura- 
ged me to indulge; myself in this piece of raillery, 
which is, in effect, not in the least directed against 
you, but against myself and some others; if it ^on^. 
tains any ^tire, you ^tt obviously the vehicle, not 
the object 

; My acquaintance with you is too slender to 
talce atiy liberties which border on familiarity ; 
arid I had been taught to bdieve, that the liberati- 
ty of your mind and disposition, woiild bq pleas- 
ed with afiy effort to make you laugh for a mor 
ment in these melancholy times. Upon the word 
of tin honest nfan, if I had thought a single sen-' 
teilce of this lyash could ftave. given you uneasi. 
ness^ I WQul4 sooner have put my hari^ into the* 
6re than have written it. Thank God, I have not 
that J)etuterit itch of scribbling^ and vain ambition 
of passing for a wit, as to 

^ Give yii*tue scan^aL iVinocenc^ a fear, 
Oi-fromUie soft-ey'fi yir^ntiteal a'tear. 

And,, to speak niy real thou^ts, I am thoroughlv 
persuaded, that you inustsulfer yourself to be bir 
assed by people infinitely yoiir inferiors in capaci- 
tv ; and if you really arp offended bv what nobo- 
dy, who is riot below mediocrity in understanding, 
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can mistake toe any thing but an harmless joke^ 
founded on the good opinion of the person to 
ivhom it is addressed, I confess I have been much 
deceived in you. I must, therefore, think that by 
consulting yourself alone, you will consider it in 
its proper light, and believe me to be, with the 
greatest respect, 

Madam, 
• Your most obedient. 

And very humble servant^ 

C Lr • 

MissF— s, - . 

Philadelphia, 

J. HAVE just received your letter of Janiiay 
the 3d ; I know not whether you have received 
them, but in the course of this and the last year, 
I wrote you two letters, informing you fuUy of 
my health and spirits ; the two points which, from 
your natural tenderness and affection, I knew you 
must be most solicitous about; they have both, 
thank Heaven, and the good constitution we re- 
ceived from our fathcirahd mother, never failed me 
a single day ; and untij I am conscious. of haying 
committed- some unworthy . action, which| I can 
assure you, is not at present the qase, the iniquity 
of men shall never bear me down- • I have, it i$ 
true, uneasy feelings, but not oh my own personal 
account. I feel for the empire of Great Britain,' I 
feel for the fortunies of my relgjtions and friends, 
^ich must receive a dreadful dtw>ck in this great , 
convulsion. As to iny personal horiotir, for I s\ip- 
pos6you allude to the^affaiir of Monmputti, all ^ 
shall say is, that as I believe the prpceedings / 
the court have been sent to Ehglai^drand as ;^ 
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have eyes to read> wd capacity to judge and make 
proper comments, I may be quite easy on the sub- 
ject. 

What has not our quondam friend Gage to an- 
swer for ? I laboured at Boston^ by a letter, to 
open his eyes, and he treated my efforts as the 
effects of republican insanity. Had he listened to 
me, the empire of Great Britain would h^ve stood, 
the affections and allegiance of this great people 
continued for ages» He is, in fact, answer, 
able for the subversion of the British empire, and 
for the blood of, at least, one hundred thousand 
Englishmen, or the immediate descendants of En* 
glishmen. I fancy too, by this time, Lord Piercy 
and General Burgoyne lament that they considered 
my letters as the ebulition of madness or faction. 
But as my letter must be opened before it reaches 
you, any thing like politics must be improper. 
God bless you, my dear sister. My love to the 
Townshends, Hunts, Bunburys, Mrs. Hiiiks, and 
the Barrets. 

Your's, most affectionately, 

CHARLES LEE. 
Mrs* Sidney Lee, 
Chester. 

VirgiiMa; June ^%d, i7d^< 

My DBAR SiSTBBt ' 

.iHE Other day, by a kind act of Providence,- 
a letter of yours fell into my hands, of so late date 
as the 20th of March, and what is more, it had the 
appearance of never havingbeen opened. You will 
better conceive, than I can express the pleasure 
which I received from it; for I assure you, that 
my American enthusiasm is at present so far worn 
off, that the greatest satisfaction I can receive, is 
* be ittformed of the health and Welfare of my 
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a rebel ; but if he ivill consult the proelamatioit 
of sir Henry Clinton, in the year seventy eight, 
he will find thaf I am exempted from the appre^ 
hension of confiscation by the terms of this proc* 
lamation, which declares, that no man, from the 
date hereof) who does not positively act in a civil 
or militaiy capacity, is subject to^the confiscation 
of his property ; but as 1 have reason to think 
Uiat the man will avail himself of every chicane, 
when money is in the case, I must entreat that 
you will' urge sir Charles Bunbury and Davers 
to endeavour to influence him, at least to furnish 
Mr. Garton, for my use, with five^ four, or at least 
three hundred pounds until the contest is over, 
and the law, accordbg to the terms of peace,, tdls 
us what is to be done ; but, at any rate, he, Mr. 
Mure, can have no claim as an individual to my 
fortune : he must account for it to somebody. 
I am extremely concerned at the embarrasment 

our cousin S gives you with regard to the 

legacy, but it is the very error of the moon ; she 
comes more near the earth than she was wont 
to do, and makes men mad. Is my worthiest 
friend Butler alive, and amongst you ? If he is, 
a thousand blessings, in my name, on his head. 
God Almighty, my dear sister, give you long 
life, ease, and spirits, is devoutly the wish of 

Your most affectionate brother, 
CHARLES LEE. 
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